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Happy New Year and welcome back!
It is hard to believe that we are almost done with our �rst semester of
school. We hope you all had a productive winter break in which you had
a chance to catch up with any missing assignments and/or recharge
your “batteries” to continue an excellent school year. Our return from
winter break has been smooth and scholars are once again buzzing with
new learning in their classes. As we are near to closing the fall semester,
we re�ect on the proud accomplishments of the counseling services
department team and all the wonderful things we have planned for the
remainder of the school year. Happy 2019 and thank you as always for your continued support.
 
Sincerely,
 
Debra Stephan, Director of Counseling Services
dstephan@compasscharters.org
@CompasCounselor 
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It has been an exciting time in the counseling services department since
the school year started. We close the fall 2018 semester with having
delivered 8 counseling webinars for scholars and learning coaches
centered around academics, social-emotional intelligence, and college &
career. We introduced our college spotlights to expose our scholars to
post-secondary options. Also, our scholar success coordinator has
made tremendous impact coordinating the much needed additional
supports for our scholars!
 
The second Counseling with Compass Live event was held the last week of November and while we
had hoped for a larger turnout it was nonetheless a valuable experience where we got to learn about
all the wonderful opportunities available at Cypress Community College. We invite you to connect with
your counselor to learn more about these and other excellent opportunities available to you at your
local colleges. Even if your plan is to apply to a 4-year college or university right after high school, there
are many opportunities to help you at your local colleges to get ahead with college credits or start
exploring a career today!
 
Finally, as we look ahead to the spring 2019 semester, we invite you to join us in celebrating two
special events. The Great Kindness Challenge will be taking place the week of January 28th during
which many schools and their scholars across the United States and the world participate in various
ways to care for each other that goes above the normal interactions. This year’s theme is “Lend a
hand, be kind to ALL.” Mr. Samples and Mrs. Schwartzberg will be kicking the week off with a virtual
rally to share the wonderful opportunities you can take advantage of to participate in during the week
that will include fun club activities and challenges. The other event we would like to invite you to
celebrate is National School Counseling Week 2019 from February 4 through February 8th where
counselors across the nation are celebrated during this one week of the year! This year’s theme is
“School Counselors: Providing Life Lessons” and will focus on the efforts your counseling team strives
for in creating a positive impact on scholar academic success and planning for a career. If a counselor
has made a positive impact in your life, we invite you reach out to your counselor to let him or her know
what a difference they’ve made.
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FAMILY SPOTLIGHT



This month we are happy to highlight the Mahoney Family!
CCS: What does a typical day look like for you and your scholar?
Mrs. Mahoney: Our daughter is very self-motivated and thrives on sitting down to start a lesson, and
see it through to the end. She is committed to her success with school. Because she is able to work
independently, I do not have to spend time monitoring her nor do I have to pry her out of bed in the
morning to get her to start her schoolwork. She has carved out a routine for herself that she diligently
maintains. Sometimes she works on her schoolwork at the local Starbucks, but mostly she works at
home. She can bring her school with her wherever she wants; that is the beauty of being a scholar at
Compass Charters. Because she is a senior, �lling out applications and writing college essays had to
be included in her daily routine. I believe, (and Cara wholeheartedly agrees), that being an online high
school student has afforded her the ability to manage her time in a way that the brick and mortar
school couldn't, therefore reducing the stress of college apps. 
 
CCS: What has been your greatest joy and what has been your greatest challenge in schooling at
home? How did you overcome the challenge(s)?



Mrs. Mahoney: The absolute greatest joy for our family was to see our daughter become a healthy,
thriving 17-year-old. She did not have a positive experience at her traditional high school. Kids can be
very hurtful to each other, and social media can de�nitely compound this problem. With the click of a
button, you are unfriended, unfollowed, unaccepted all of which can lead to one's undoing, and
ultimately depression. Her experience became so bad that she did become depressed and developed
an eating disorder which lead to Anorexia. She dropped to 87 pounds at 5' 6" so we knew we needed to
remove her from that environment. We enrolled her in Compass Charter and she immediately became
a happier, more self-con�dent person. It was a long road to get her to a healthy weight as well as
reinstating her mental health. That was the most challenging time, but through it all, being able to
work independently on her schoolwork, at home, helped in her journey to recovery. And I am proud to
say, she is a healthy weight and a happier girl!
 
CCS: Why did you Compass Charter Schools, among the vast competition out there?
Mrs. Mahoney: Our older daughter decided she wanted to �nish high school online in her junior year.
We enrolled her in a competitor online school, as we weren't aware of Compass Charters at the time.
When it was time to register Cara, a couple years had gone by and even though we had a �ne
experience at the other online school, I wanted to do more research to �nd the perfect �t. We are �rm
believers that the same school may not be the right one for all of your children, as children from the
same family have different learning styles. After �nding Compass Charters, and speaking with an
administrator that we coincidentally knew from my other daughter's online school and now worked at
Compass Charters we instantly knew it was the right choice, almost like a meant-to-be moment, and
continue to feel that we made the best decision.
 
CCS: What do you enjoy most about being part of our Compass community?
Mrs. Mahoney: Oh my goodness, where to start...From day one, we have talked to the most friendly,
welcoming, supportive and encouraging school administrators I have literally ever spoken with. I have
had 3 children come up in the school system, and I can honestly say with 100% certainty that
Compass Charter School has been the best experience. You never feel like you are wasting anyone's
time, or bothering them with the many questions that arise in this different learning environment.
Cara's counselor, Ms.Schwartzberg, has been very accessible and responsive, whether it be email,
phone or even text. She has been wonderful with helping Cara choose electives that best suits her. She
has made Cara feel good about herself, which in turn, gives the scholar that con�dence that is needed
to be a successful student. Cara's college counselor, Ms. Olson, has also been extraordinary with
aiding and guiding Cara through college choices, college applications as well as being instrumental in
writing letters of recommendations. She too has been a very positive in�uence on Cara. One of Cara's
teachers, Mrs. Ginn, was also very kind and wrote a letter of recommendation. Cara enjoys every class
she has taken; her favorites being Economics and Criminology. All of her teachers are very responsive
and communicative.
 
CCS: What advice would you give parents thinking about schooling their child at home?
Mrs. Mahoney: Online school is not for everyone, but it is truly an amazing solution for so many
circumstances and for so many families. For us it was for health reasons. It enabled our daughter to
work at her own pace, while not feeling peer-pressured, or being distracted by negative in�uences. She
was able to get the help she needed to become healthy without missing school days, because online
school affords you the �exibility to work it around your schedule. Independence and self-direction,
along with establishing a routine, builds con�dence as well as developing time management skills. But
online school is not just about working by yourself; Learning coaches and their scholars are part of a
community. You have as much communication with teachers and counselors as you need. You receive
progress reports. The scholars also interact with other students in discussion questions and learning
labs. There are �eld trips and school picnics! It is the full package. A lot of people think that online
school is easier than a traditional school, or that it isn't taken as seriously when it comes time to apply
to colleges. This is simply not true. Online school is actually very challenging. Cara's grades have gone
up and this is not without hard work and diligence. But like anything you desire in life, that is what it



STAFF SPOTLIGHT

takes. We are an online school family. We are proud to be a part of this community that has enriched
our child's school experience and taken it to another level. When people ask us where our daughter
goes to school, and we say she does online school, we are proud to say,' It's called Compass Charter
School, and it is wonderful.

This month we recognize Gabriela Gonzalez, Counselor
CCS: What is your job title and what are a couple of the things you do at Compass Charter Schools?
How long have you worked for this organization?
Mrs. Gonzalez: My title is counselor and I work with scholars whose last names begin with S through
Z in grades 6 through 12. I work with scholars to address any personal and/or academic challenges
they may face. My work with scholars covers a vast amount of items because there isn’t much that
wouldn’t be included in what is personal or academic. I also support scholars with their post-high
school planning and preparation in collaboration with other counseling team members. I’ve been with
Compass since August of 2016.
 
CCS: Tell us your “why” for doing what you do here at CCS?
Mrs. Gonzalez: I love that my job allows me to engage with scholars on a more personal level. Two
things bring me to my “virtual o�ce” every day: 1) the ability to get to know scholars beyond their
grades or test scores, and 2) the opportunity to impact a scholar’s life on a daily basis. One of my
favorite things is seeing or hearing a scholar’s reaction when the spark goes off because they learned
something new or feel empowered to do more.
 
CCS: As an educator, is there piece of advice you’d like to share with learning coaches or scholars?
Mrs. Gonzalez: Explore different avenues to support your scholar’s learning. If you feel the
educational setting that your child is in currently isn’t working, take the leap of faith and explore other
settings that may work. Regardless of the outcome of your exploration, you will have learned
something new!
 



SHARE YOUR STORY

Continue to Exceptional Scholar Services, Engagement, and

Main Newsletter

CCS: Share one thing about you very few people would know?
Mrs. Gonzalez: I have experience volunteering for various city-wide projects and homeless shelters. If I
could, I would volunteer my time to help others in my local community full-time.
 
CCS: What do you and your family like to do during your free time?
Mrs. Gonzalez: It’s hard to �nd a lot of free time with a 3-year old and 15-year old but when we do
have some down time (especially when it’s not water polo season!) we like to travel, explore, and go on
adventures together locally and abroad. When relaxing at home, I like to read, craft, cook, or just watch
some Net�ix or Hulu.

Are you enjoying the educational experience at Compass? Tell us! We
want to hear from you. Why did you decide to join the Compass
family? Or, what do you love most about being part of our
community? Share you comments and all of your wonderful
experiences at Compass with us! Click here to share.
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Facebook @CompassCS

Compass Charter Schools

Visit our website for more information about our academic
programs. Or, contact Debra Stephan, Director of Counseling
Services at dstephan@compasscharters.org.

850 Hampshire Road, Suite P, T… info@compasscharters.org

compasscharters.org

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_3jyxoCWVU
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