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November 21, 2016 

 

To the Academy of Arts & Sciences School Governing Board, J.J. Lewis, CEO, and the 

entire AAS staff: 

On behalf of the entire StrongMind team, I’d like to be the first to tell you we are thrilled 

for the opportunity to partner with the Academy of Arts and Sciences. We look forward 

to providing you with the ideal solution to help your institution and scholars thrive.  

For 17 years we have been working with scholars just like yours -- along with our 

administrators and teachers -- to develop a truly innovative solution that cultivates long-

term growth and success. Our integrated platform will enable you to operate your school 

and the online classroom more efficiently and effectively than ever, while our rigorous, 

award-winning curriculum will immerse your scholars for deeper learning and retention. 

Through technology that unlocks the magic of learning and engages scholars, the result 

is a measurably better academic outcome. 

We are delighted to partner with forward-thinking organizations like AAS to democratize 

education in America, empowering scholars to learn whenever, wherever, and however 

they choose.  

Thank you for the opportunity to serve Academy Arts and Sciences.  

Sincerely, 

 

Damian Creamer 

Chief Academic Officer 
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INTRODUCTION 

A Seamless Teaching and Learning Experience 

We intentionally develop our content, formats and classroom to appeal to today’s 
scholars: digital natives. Our interactive, multimedia course elements are designed to 
bring key concepts to life and help scholars master critical skills.   
 
The StrongMind Learning Management System (LMS) is a highly intuitive virtual 
classroom engineered specifically for the adolescent learner. It maximizes efficiency 
while personalizing the learning experience with a robust assortment of tools and 
features. In conjunction with our immersive curriculum, our Parent Student Portal (PSP) 
fosters continuous communication and individualized support between teacher and 
scholar. 
 

Our suite of products is designed around the following outcomes.   

 
Engaging Scholars 

 Relevant Content 

 Multimedia Rich 

 Personalized Learning 
 

Enabling Teachers 

 Rigorous Content 

 Formative Assessments 

 Flexible Coursework 
 

Empowering Administrators 

 Aligned to Standards 

 Research-Based 

 Backward Design 

 

We welcome you to explore our Parent Student Portal (PSP), Learning Management 
System (LMS) and Curriculum through the AAS Scholar Experience on the following 
pages.   We know you will enjoy the journey! 

 



 

 

 

 

Parent Student Portal 
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Parent Student Portal (PSP) 
 

 

Our Parent Student Portal (PSP) is a dynamic communications tool used to connect 

scholars and parents to the school community.  The PSP contains a wealth of 

information about academic progress and is a means for communicating with 

instructors, advisors, and other scholars. Parents and scholars have equal access to 

Academic Dashboards and the Message Center. The PSP also serves as the entry 

point to the Learning Management System (LMS) and StrongMind curriculum.    

Logging In 

Parents and scholars are provided access to the Parent Student Portal (PSP) upon 

enrollment. The portal is accessible through an interface that is customized with the 

school’s URL, logo and colors.   
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PSP Dashboard 

The PSP Dashboard is a dynamic communications tool, providing access to courses, 

assignments, grades, and messages. This page is the first to load upon login. Parents 

and scholars can access current and past courses, contact information and a biography 

for teachers, course-level notifications and announcements, areas of focus that provide 

the opportunity for a scholar to improve a course grade, message center, grade book, 

and overall academic progress. Each feature is outlined on the following pages.  
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Enrolled Courses 

At-a-glance, parents and scholars have access to Enrolled Courses. A progress graph 

is displayed for each course, indicating the last lesson the scholar completed. A 

progress grade is also displayed.  This is a weighted average of all grades earned on 

completed assignments in the course.  To access a course, the parent or scholar 

selects a course from this list and presses the Launch Course button (located in the 

upper right-hand corner of the portal.)   

 

Past Courses 

Scholars and parents have access to past course information through this option. The 

name of previous courses, along with the final grade earned is displayed. Selecting a 

course will load the gradebook for that course.   

 

Note:  When selecting a course for review, the course title will display at the top of the 

portal, along with the course start and end dates.  
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Instructor Information 

Clicking on the instructor’s name anywhere on this page provides access to a wealth of 

information about the teacher, including a biography, contact information and office 

hours. Scholars and parents can also send messages the instructor directly by selecting 

the Message Teacher link.    

 

Clicking on the  icon above will display information about the teacher.
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Notifications 

Scholars receive notifications when an instructor has graded or provided feedback on 

an assignment or the instructor or a classmate has replied to a discussion post. When 

viewing the notification, scholars are able to click on the arrow next to the discussion 

reply or feedback to be taken directly to the classroom for that assessment.    
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Areas of Focus 

StrongMind Curriculum is built upon the belief that every scholar can be successful and 

that mastery of content is key.  The Areas of Focus section lists assignments in which a 

scholar has earned a grade of less than 100% and has remaining attempts for an 

improved grade. Workbooks have unlimited attempts; therefore, attempts will not be 

displayed for these items.  

 

Course Announcements 

Course Announcements are created by the instructor to communicate reminders and 

updates to scholars about course activities. Scholars are provided an opportunity to ask 

clarifying questions and further the communication between instructor and scholar by 

responding to announcement.      
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Gradebook 

The gradebook is accessible by selecting the Gradebook button in the upper right 

corner of the PSP. Gradebook information is displayed for each completed assignment, 

including due date, submission date, grade, and attempts. Past due assignments are 

indicated with a red exclamation point.   
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Community 

The PSP includes an optional social networking feature. This virtual hallway, The 

Community, can be fully moderated so that all images, posts, and comments have to be 

approved by the school before being displayed. Scholars can choose to enable the 

Community or turn it off if they do not wish to participate.  Parents are also able to set 

up preferences for their scholar and lock settings. The Community is an amazing tool for 

schools to use to coordinate campus activities and clubs and organizations.  

 

At the bottom of the screen, there are several privacy settings to help the scholar feel 

comfortable in the online environment. However, parents have the ability to override the 

scholar’s Community settings including the ability to lock the scholar out of the 

Community. School administrators have the ability to remove scholars from The 

Community as well. 
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Groups 

To search for more friends, interests, or groups, scholars can use the search field at the 

top of the screen. If the interest is not yet an option in the PSP, the scholar is given the 

option to suggest it as a new interest.  New interests must be approved by the school 

before becoming an option.   
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Progress 

Selecting Progress on the side navigation panel of the PSP displays information 

regarding a scholar’s graduation progress.  

 

The left column displays current GPA and class rank, as well as progress graphs 

showing progress toward graduation based on completion of core credits, total credits, 

and standardized tests. 

 

The right column displays graduation progress, schedule, testing, and transcript 

information based upon the menu option selected.    
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Graduation Progress 

The Graduation Progress section lists credits required to graduate. Check marks 

indicate the successful completion of a course.   
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My Schedule 

The My Schedule section lists current and upcoming courses, as well as those that 

have been completed. This view can be sorted by grade level, discipline, or courses 

completed. 

  

Testing 

The Testing section lists results for standardized tests. Schools can also opt to use the 

Registration feature for upcoming standardized tests. 
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Unofficial Transcript 

An unofficial transcript can be viewed and printed within this option. Information can be 

sorted and displayed by discipline, school or date completed.   
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Message Center 

The Message Center allows seamless communication with instructors and other school 

staff. Messaging is different than email. Communication sent from the Message Center 

will be delivered to the recipient's inbox within the PSP as opposed to email. The 

envelope in the header of the PSP indicates the number of unread messages in the 

inbox 

The Message Center does not allow communication to be deleted; all messages are 

archived. Parents and other authorized users can view a scholar’s messages, while 

having access to their own Message Center in order to communicate with instructors 

and staff.   

 

Attendance 

StrongMind’s student information system allows for five different collection models for 

attendance. They include:  

 Scholar Submitted – The scholar submits attendance via the PSP either in hours 

and minutes or as present or absent. 

 Parent/Guardian Submitted – The parent/guardian submits the scholar’s 

attendance through their login to the PSP, either in hours and minutes or as 

present or absent. 

 Course Instructor Collected – Each teacher reports attendance for scholars in 

assigned courses.  

 Faculty Collected – Staff members, other than a teacher of record, are 

responsible for submitting attendance for scholars in an assigned case load.  

 Custom Report – School administrators may also work with the StrongMind 

reporting team to create a custom report to track scholar attendance.  

Depending upon on how the school choses to configure the attendance modules in the 

student information system, this section will return different display results.   



 

 

 
 

Learning Management System 
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Learning Management System 
Our Learning Management System (LMS) leads the industry in interactive design and 

collaborative learning.  The LMS was created specifically with middle school and high 

school scholars in mind. The interface is simple and uncluttered, designed to eliminate 

distractions and put the content of the course at the center of learning.  Our LMS 

provides schools choice in how to set-up and administer systems configuration and flow 

of course content.      

Launching a Course 

To launch a course, select the course from the Enrolled Courses section of the PSP and 

click Launch Course from the Course Dashboard. 
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Once a course has been launched, the LMS will load. The LMS consists of three 

sections: the Toolbar, Course Menu, and Content Window. 

 

 

 

  

Toolbar 

Course Menu 

Content Window 
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Toolbar 

The toolbar contains icons that allow a scholar to easily navigate to the PSP and other 

courses as well as provides access to many pieces of information.  The following pages 

provide additional details about these tools.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Courses 

Gradebook 

Message Center 

CenterCenterCente

r 

Notifications 

Feedback 

Chat 

Settings 
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Courses 

The Courses icon is used to close the course and return to the PSP. It can also be used 

to navigate between courses.  

 

Gradebook  

The Gradebook icon launches the gradebook for the course selected, providing the 

same view of the gradebook that is contained in the PSP.   
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Message Center 

The Message Center icon launches the same view of the Message Center that is 

accessible from the PSP.  Messages displayed here are specific to the course the 

scholar selected.   

 

Notifications 

The Notifications icon displays the same information that is accessible in the 

Notifications section in the PSP, however, the information contained here is specific to 

the course the scholar has selected.  
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Feedback 

The Feedback icon provides scholars the opportunity to share feedback on their 

experience in the classroom or with the curriculum.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chat 

The Chat icon provides access to the chat feature, which is available when logged into 

a course within the online classroom. The scholar can send a message to teachers, 

whether or not they are currently online.  A green light next to the teacher’s name 

indicates they are currently logged in to the system.  If a teacher is offline at the time a 

message is sent, it will be accessible the next time they login. The instructor’s 

information is listed to the right of their name should it become necessary to use 

another method of contact. Chat messages are archived, should there be a need to 

refer back to a prior chat message. 
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Settings 

The Settings icon provides scholars choice in the navigation and display of their 

classroom.  The Themes settings provide options to personalize the color schemes for 

the classroom.  The Tutorials provide scholars a walk-through of the classroom.  The 

Info section provides course revision numbers for the course the scholar has accessed.  

Last, the Logout option logs the scholar out of the LMS and PSP.   
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Course Menu 

The Course Menu displays course-level units and lessons. Courses are designed for 

consistency, each containing six units - with five lessons per unit. Once scholars 

becomes familiar with the navigation in the first course, they easily adapt to subsequent 

courses.   

 

Upon selecting a lesson, a list of the activities within that lesson will appear. As activities 

are completed, a checkmark will appear to the left of the activity name.   
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Content Window 

Course content is presented in the Content Window.  Courses are designed around four 

levels of access:  Course, Unit, Lesson and Activities.   

Course Level 

Scholars can access the syllabus (course information and learning objectives) and an 

outline of course units at this level.   
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Unit Level 

Unit-level objectives and a list of lesson topics are displayed at this level.   
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Lesson Level 

Lesson objectives are presented next, along with an outline of required lesson activities.  
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Scholars may be required to complete activities in the order in which they appear or 

they may have the ability to choose the order in which they complete activities.  School 

administrators will configure courses in a manner that best supports the academic 

needs of the school.     
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Activity Level 

Upon reviewing Course, Unit and Lesson-level information, scholars begin lesson 

activities. Course content is presented in small segments or “chunks”, immediately 

followed by an assessment of learning.  Activities contain a set of instructions, followed 

by instructional content.  Teachers can add supplemental instruction and resources via 

the Teacher Notes. 
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Text-to-Speech Feature 

There is a text-to-speech feature embedded within activities called ReadSpeaker. 

Scholars can utilize this feature by highlighting a selection of text and selecting the 

Listen button. Scholars can listen to activity-level material while reading along.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Curriculum 
 

  



AAS Scholar Experience  
 

 Confidential Proprietary  
 

Curriculum 

StrongMind is redefining online learning with a rigorous, aligned and award-winning 6-

12th grade digital curriculum delivered through a state-of-the-art online 

classroom/Learning Management System (LMS). Its curriculum engages scholars with 

relevant content delivered through interactive formats and immersive multimedia that 

resonate with today’s digital native learners. StrongMind curriculum continues to receive 

numerous awards for its innovative coursework.  

Content 

StrongMind content is developed using backward design.  State and national standards 

are deconstructed to identify relevant objectives and necessary scaffolding. 

Assessments are then developed, and finally content is written. Crucial and/or 

potentially difficult concepts are addressed by utilizing our in-house Creative Team to 

ensure scholars are engaged and therefore persevere in learning.  

Instructional content can be delivered through: 

 Text 

 Interactives 

 Video 

 Illustration 

 Animation 

 Graphics 

Please visit our website to view a selection of our award winning multimedia-rich 

curriculum. (https://www.strongmind.com/) 

  

https://www.strongmind.com/
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Assessments 

There are several points in each lesson where scholar learning is assessed, including 

Workbooks, Checkpoints, Exams, Projects and Discussions.   

Workbooks 

Workbooks are intended to focus scholar’s learning on the objectives of the course 

content and serve as a study guide to prepare them for checkpoints and exams.  

Scholars are provided unlimited attempts on Workbooks, as the goal is mastery of 

content.   

 Workbooks may be presented as multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, matching, 

or true/false. 

 Workbooks are computer-graded; the scholar receives immediate feedback. 

 Answer options are randomized with each attempt. 

Multiple Choice 

 

Fill-in-the-blank 
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Matching 

 

True/False 
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Checkpoints 

Checkpoints are quizzes that cover the instructional content in a lesson.   

 Checkpoints may be presented as multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, matching, 

or true/false questions. 

 Checkpoints are computer-graded; the scholar receives immediate feedback. 

 Questions and answer options are randomized with each attempt. 

 Scholars receive three attempts on each Checkpoint; teachers can provide 

additional attempts, as needed.  

 Checkpoints are located at the end of Lessons 1-4 in each unit.   

 

Exams 

Exams are similar to checkpoints, but they contain questions across all lessons in a unit 

rather than all activities within a lesson. 

 Exams may be presented as multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, matching, or 

true/false questions. 

 Exams are computer-graded, immediately providing scholars with their score. 

 Questions and answer options are randomized with each attempt. 

 Scholars receive one attempt on an Exam; teachers can provide additional 

attempts, as needed.  

 Exams are located at the end of Lesson 5 in each unit.   
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Projects 

Projects are assigned throughout a course, allowing scholars to complete the 

assignment in sections that align to instructional chunks. Completed projects are 

submitted at the end of each unit.   

 Projects are intended to assess higher depth of knowledge (DOK) level 

objectives and may be in the form of essays, presentations, question 

assessments, and labs.   

 They are graded by the teacher.  

 Scholars have one attempt to complete a project; the teacher may provide 

additional attempts, if needed.  

 Scholars submit projects at the end of a unit.   
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Projects (continued) 

 

Discussions 

Discussion boards provide scholars the opportunity to share theoretical knowledge they 

have gained from the instruction, while developing critical thinking skills.  Discussion 

posts are visible to classmates, providing for collaborative discussions and furthering of 

exploratory learning.   

 Discussions are written practical application of theoretical knowledge gained 

throughout unit. 

 Discussions are graded by teachers.   

 Scholars are provided an unlimited number of attempts on discussion posts.   

 Scholars respond to the discussion prompt at the each lesson.   
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Discussions (continued) 

 

Minimum Grade 

Some schools may require a minimum grade to be earned on assessments before the 

scholar can move to the next activity or lesson. This is called Mastery Gating.  The 

default minimum score is set at the school-level, however, teachers may unlock scores 

for individual assignments.     

 

The minimum score is outlined in the Assessment Rules section of the instructions.  
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Thank You! 
We hope you found this outline of the AAS Scholar Experience helpful and informative. 

Through our interactive formats and immersive multimedia, StrongMind will deliver a 

personalized, rigorous learning experience in an easy-to-use, intuitive platform to help 

your teachers continue the love of learning in your scholars.  

We look forward to our ongoing partnership! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 CURRICULUM AWARDS 

 

 

http://rockymountainemmy.org/
http://seriousplayconf.com/2016-serious-play-awards/
https://www.siia.net/codie/
https://www.tellyawards.com/
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