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Memorandum
To:
Academic Affairs Committee
From: 
J.J. Lewis, President & CEO
Date:
October 13th, 2016 
RE:
New Curriculum Provider
AAS currently uses K12 and FuelEd (a division of K12) as our curriculum providers for Elementary (K12) and Middle and High (FuelEd) schools.  Our contract with these providers is up for renewal at the conclusion of the 2016-17 school year.
We have assembled two (2) committees to review our options for curriculum providers for the 2017-18 school year and beyond.  Our teams are:

Leadership Team

Melissa Blitzstein

Middle School Coordinator
Charlotte McClain

High School Coordinator
Erin Smith
Instructional Services Manager
Debra Stephan

Counseling Services Manager
Steven Thompson

Elementary School Coordinator
Ellie Watkins

Special Education Manager

Curriculum Review Committee

Stacy Burns

Middle School Teacher
Julia Frost

High School Teacher
Katherine Hooper

Elementary Teacher
Michelle Kenbeek

Elementary Teacher
Karen Lewers

High School Teacher
Terrasa McGuire

Middle School Teacher & Chair

We have reviewed three (3) potential partners for the 2017-18 school year and beyond: FlipSwitch, K12/FuelEd, and Odysseware.  Our process to review these partners included a meeting with Joel Manwarren, Director of Academic Affairs, myself, and the partner, followed by virtual meetings with both our Leadership Team and Curriculum Review Committee.  Each group reviewed the provider and came to a recommendation for Mr. Manwarren, who then prepared a recommendation for my review.  This memo serves as the combined review and my recommendation based on feedback from both committees and Mr. Manwarren.

Based on feedback from our Leadership Team, the overwhelming recommendation is to select K12 for our elementary program, and FlipSwitch for our middle and high school program.  One of the primary reasons for this team’s recommendation is the single solution they provide: an SIS (Student Information System), LMS (Learning Management System) and curriculum.  All of our staff would have access to a single system to access scholar information, scholar data, and their courses.  This will greatly enhance our ability to provide a robust educational experience to our scholars.  It was also noted that FlipSwitch’s curriculum is very rigorous and solid, and offers better accessibility for the variety of learning needs and styles of our scholars.  As they do not offer elementary curriculum, the team recommends a continued partnership with K12 for our scholars in grades K-5.

Based on feedback from our Curriculum Review Committee, the unanimous recommendation is to select FlipSwitch for our middle and high school program.  See attached memo for their full recommendation. 
The curriculum we select will have a tremendous impact on the educational program we provide our scholars.  I fully support the recommendation made by both our Admin Team and Curriculum Review Committee, especially as it relates to FlipSwitch.  Their system will allow us to transform our program with its integrated SIS/LMS solution.  This product will allow us to increase communication and collaboration throughout the organization, which will translate into greater scholar support and we believe greater scholar success.
Action Requested:
A motion to recommend to the full Board of Directors the approval of K12 as the curriculum provider for Elementary School, and FlipSwitch as the curriculum provider for Middle and High School.  
Reviewed and Approved for Submission:
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J.J. Lewis

President & CEO
