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SPECIAL EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT

SPED Director: Gabi Golan
SPED Coordinator: Leslie Sharma
504 Coordinator: Dawn Anglemyer

★ Amber Tunget 
★ Barbara Johnston 
★ Cathy Kanode 
★ Dawn Anglemyer 
★ Jennifer Vega

★ Kim Miles 
★ Leslie Sharma 
★ Lynn Jabuka 
★ Tracy Clifton 
★ Jennifer Smith 

Case Managers:



What is an IEP?

A blueprint or plan for a child’s special education experience at school.

Provides individualized special education and related services to meet a 

child’s unique needs.

These services are provided at no cost to families.

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) dictates this plan.

This is a federal special education law for children with disabilities.

○ A child has one or more of the 13 disabilities listed in IDEA. The law 

lists specific challenges, like learning disabilities, ADHD, autism, and 

others.

○ The disability must affect the child’s educational performance 

and/or ability to learn and benefit from the general education 

curriculum. The child must need specialized instruction to make 

progress in school.

https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/special-services/special-education-basics/understanding-special-education
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/special-services/special-education-basics/understanding-special-education
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/special-services/special-education-basics/conditions-covered-under-idea
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/special-services/special-education-basics/conditions-covered-under-idea


What is a 504?
● A blueprint or plan for how the school will provide support and remove barriers 

for a student with a disability.
● Provides services and changes to the learning environment to enable students 

to learn alongside their peers.
● As with an IEP, a 504 plan is provided at no cost to families.
● Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 dictates this plan
● This is a federal civil rights law to stop discrimination against people with 

disabilities.
● To get a 504 plan, there are two requirements:

○ A child has any disability. Section 504 covers a wide range of different 
struggles in school.

○ The disability must interfere with the child’s ability to learn in a general 
education classroom.

○ Section 504 has a broader definition of a disability than IDEA. (It says a 
disability must substantially limit one or more basic life activities. This 
can include learning, reading, communicating, and thinking.) That’s why a 
child who doesn’t qualify for an IEP might still be able to get a 504 plan.



IEPs and 
504s

We have grown! The Special Education 
Department has grown from 127 scholars in 
the 2018-19 to 251 scholars with IEPs, and 
growing daily!

We also have 54 scholars 
with 504 plans this year.





Case Manager Duties
WHAT WE DO as Case Managers:
● Schedule and Plan SAI sessions
● Teach SAI sessions
● Write IEPs
● Schedule and hold IEPs
● Manage providers 
● Collect and gather data
● Update information in SEIS and 

SIS



A Day In the Life of a 
SPED Teacher:



SERVICES:

● Specialized Academic Instruction
● Speech
● Occupational Therapy
● Physical Therapy
● Adapted Physical Education

**We try to provide virtually as we are a virtual school.**



The Breakdown of 

Eligibilities:
● Specific Learning Disability
● Speech or Language 

Impairment
● Traumatic Brain Injury
● Visual Impairment
● Orthopedic Impairment

● Autism

● Deaf/Blindness

● Emotionally Disturbed

● Hearing Impairment

● Multiple Disabilities

● Other Health Impairment



Least Restrictive 
Environment:

● All Compass scholars are General Education 
scholars first!

● All scholars who need extra support must 
receive RTI and be supported by the Scholar 
Study Team prior to being recommended for 
more restrictive learning environments, such 
as a 504 Plan or an IEP. 

● In order to change a scholar’s learning 
environment, we must have data to support it. 



Our Providers
As our school has grown, our network of dedicated providers 
has grown along with it to support our scholars across the 

state:



Global  Teletherapy:
Speech & Language: 35
Occupational Therapy: 24
BMH : 20



Oxford Consulting:
Speech & Language: 8
Occupational Therapy: 9
BMH: 8



Presence Learning:
Speech & Language: 17
Occupation Therapy: 24
BMH: 35



Our SPED Programs:

Scholars making progress 
towards their math goals!



Our SPED Programs:

Scholars 
making 

progress 
towards 

their 
reading 
goals!



Our SPED Programs:



Gabi Golan l Director of Special Education
805-807-5058
ggolan@compasscharters.org

mailto:ggolan@compasscharters.org

