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STUDENTS 
 
I. Entrance Qualifications for Kindergarten Program 
As a minimum, eligibility for the exemption from the age requirement will be based upon an analysis of the child's 
(1) physical, health and motor development; (2) social and emotional development; (3) approaches toward learning; 
(4) language, literacy and communication; and (5) cognition and general knowledge. Where feasible, assessment 
devices  will be used that  will permit students who are to be considered for exemption to be compared to the level 
of performance that would be expected of children with a chronological age of 5 years for kindergarten and 6 years 
for first grade in each of the areas of ability. 
 
Students who meet the entry age requirements specified in Policy 3110 may be admitted to kindergarten or first 
grade upon supplying proof of age.  Proof of age may be supplied by birth certificate, baptismal record, hospital 
record, or similar document. 
 
The vast majority of children are best served when entering kindergarten, having turned five years of age by the 
state established uniform age of entrance date of midnight, August 31st. Parents or legal guardians of a child whose 
birthday falls between September 1 and October 31st, and appear to be sufficiently advanced to succeed in the 
education program, may apply for an exception to the uniform age of entrance by applying to the Teaching and 
Learning Department. 
 

A. Procedures for Consideration of Early Entrance to Kindergarten 
1. Early entrance candidates to kindergarten are defined as those children with birthdays between and 

including September 1 and October 31. A birth certificate is required as proof of age.  
2. Parents/guardians may apply for early kindergarten entrance by contacting the district’s Teaching and 

Learning Department. The deadline for enrollment is August 15. 
3. Non-resident candidates for early entrance to kindergarten must be determined eligible in the same 

manner as district resident candidates. If a non-resident candidate is determined to be eligible for early 
entrance to kindergarten, they will be conditionally admitted on a space available basis as determined 
by class, program, grade level and school requested.  

4. A screening process for early kindergarten entry will be conducted in compliance with the mandates of 
WAC 392-335-025 which allows for exceptions to uniform entry qualifications through a 
determination of the ability or the need, or both, of a child to succeed in earlier entry. Candidates for 
early entry to kindergarten will need to be screened with standardized assessment instruments, as 
determined by the district, in the following areas: (1) cognitive ability; (2) academic readiness; and (3) 
social/emotional. A candidate must obtain the standard scores listed below or greater in the following 
areas that are screened in order to meet entry criteria: 

a. Cognitive Ability: 95th percentile or “superior range” 
b. Academic Readiness: 90th percentile or “advanced” 
c. Social/Emotional: Must be classroom-ready (no numeric cutoff)  

5. Early entry testing can be done by any Washington Licensed Psychologist, or by any Washington 
Certificated School Psychologist. Arrangements for and payment for early entry testing are a 
parent/guardian responsibility.  

6. Parents/guardians will be notified of acceptance or non-acceptance to the early entrance kindergarten 
program as soon as all screening information is completed.  

7. If the child’s screening results show they obtained standard scores that are equal to or greater than the 
entry criteria outlined above, parents/guardians will be offered a conditional placement. 

8. Parents/guardians may appeal an early kindergarten entry decision in writing to the Assistant 
Superintendent and their decision is final. 
 

B. Procedures for Consideration of Early Entrance to First Grade 
1. Early entrance candidates to first grade are defined as those children who are 6 years old and birthdays 

fall between and including September 1 and October 31. A birth certificate is required as proof of age. 
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2. Parents/guardians may apply for early first grade entrance by contacting the district’s Teaching and 
Learning Department. The deadline for enrollment is August 15.  

3. Non-resident candidates for early entrance to first grade must be determined eligible in the same 
manner as district resident candidates. If a non-resident candidate is determined to be eligible for early 
entrance to first grade, they will be conditionally admitted on a space available basis as determined by 
class, program, grade level and school requested.  

4. A screening process for early first grade entry will be conducted in compliance with the mandates of 
WAC 392-335-025 which allows for exceptions to uniform entry qualifications through a 
determination of the ability or the need, or both, of a child to succeed in earlier entry. Candidates for 
early entry to first grade will need to be screened with records release from previous school, report 
card and both parent and teacher questionnaires.  

5. Parents/guardians will be notified of acceptance or non-acceptance to the early entrance first grade 
program as soon as all screen information is completed.  

6. If the child’s screening results show standard scores that exceed kindergarten benchmark expectations, 
parents/guardians will be offered a conditional placement in first grade. Consideration by the 
elementary principal after a six-week period of kindergarten experience will determine continued 
placement in first grade. If the parents/guardians feel the child should be placed directly in first grade, 
they may appeal in writing to the Assistant Superintendent and their decision is final. 
 

 
Parents of children who meet the entry age requirements outlined in Policy 3110 may wish additional information 
relative to enrolling or withholding their child from school attendance.  Parents may request testing and test 
interpretation by appropriate school personnel.  
 
 
 
II. Admission of Students Aged Twenty-One Two or Older 
The student will petition the superintendent for admission. 
 
The petition will identify the student's name, age, address and grade level or program of study. 
 
If approved, the petition will specify the tuition fee to be paid, will be signed by the student and the superintendent 
and will constitute the written agreement required by law. It will be retained as a public document and made 
available to the state Superintendent of Public Instruction upon request. 
 
The tuition fee will be calculated in the same way the state Superintendent of Public Instruction determines the cost 
of educating a student in the district, except that a disabled student who turns twenty-one two during the school year 
will only pay that amount of money deemed as “excess cost.” 
 
 
 
 
Legal Reference:   

WAC 180-39-020 Uniform Entry Qualifications  
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