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MANAGEMENT SUPPORT

Use of Charter or Commercial Buses

The Pullman School District Board of Directors recognizes that under limited circumstances, the District may find it
necessary or beneficial to use a charter or commercial passenger carrier to transport students, staff, or other authorized
persons. When such use is required, the District will ensure that all travel occurs safely and in compliance with applicable
laws and regulations.

The District shall provide transportation for designated activities approved by the Board of Directors. The Superintendent
or designee is authorized to approve the occasional use of charter or commercial buses when District-owned buses are
unavailable, or otherwise unsuitable.

All use of charter or commercial buses shall be subject to the following conditions:
1. Authorization

A. The Superintendent or the Superintendent’s designee may authorize the use of charter buses when District
transportation is not available or when extenuating circumstances exist.

B. The use of charter or commercial buses for school-sponsored activities shall be limited to trips that extend
beyond a 200-mile radius, and when existing scheduled routes, bus availability, or driver availability
make District-owned transportation unavailable.

C. Overnight or out-of-state travel using a charter or commercial bus requires prior approval by the Board of
Directors.

2. Requests and Cost Responsibility
A. All charter bus transportation must be requested through the Transportation Department.
B. Provided funding is available, the District shall be responsible for the full cost of the charter bus service.

3. Legal Compliance and Approved Carriers

A. The District will comply with all applicable provisions of state and federal law, including RCW 28A.160
and WAC 392-143.

B. All charter or commercial carriers used by the District must be properly licensed and in good standing
with the Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission (WUTC) and must hold Charter or
Excursion Authority with a Satisfactory Safety Rating.

C. The District shall maintain a list of approved charter carriers that have met District documentation and
safety requirements.

4. Supervision and Student Safety
A. A District employee or authorized chaperone shall accompany students on all charter bus trips and is
responsible for student supervision at all times.
B. Drivers shall not be left alone with students.
C. District transportation rules and student conduct expectations apply during all charter bus travel.

5. Insurance and Contracts
All charter carriers must provide proof of insurance at limits established by the District and meet all contractual
requirements. Contracts must include appropriate indemnification, cancellation, and safety provisions and must be
reviewed and executed in accordance with District business procedures.

6. Administrative Procedures

The Superintendent shall develop and implement procedures to ensure compliance with this policy, including
approval processes, carrier vetting requirements, contract standards, and safety expectations.
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