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Truancy Procedures
(TRCS Student Policy 5.01)
 TRUANCY 

California Education Code Section 48260 defines truancy as:  “absent from school without valid excuse three full days in one school year or tardy or absent for more than any 30-minute period during the school day without a valid excuse on three occasions in one school year, or any combination thereof…”  As a result of excessive truancies, students will, in some cases, receive a lower or failing academic grade in a class. Students are truant from school or a class when they are absent or leave campus without prior parent permission on file with the attendance office. Three Rivers Charter School has instituted the following policies and procedures for dealing with the cumulative total of truancies: 

On the first truancy – 

A. Parents are contacted by phone and notified of the student’s truancy; 

B. Assistant Principal reviews consequences with the student for future truancies and assigns a minimum of 2 hours of after-school detention. 

On the second and third truancy – 

A. Parents are notified, by mail, of the total number of truancies; 

B. Student is assigned a minimum of 4 hours of Saturday school or after-school detention; 

C. On the third truancy, Letter #1 from the Monterey County District Attorney will be mailed home. 

On the fourth truancy – 

A. Parents are contacted by phone and notified by mail of the ongoing truancy problem; 

B. Assistant Principal notified parents of the student’s immediate loss of student privileges for a period of 15 calendar days. 

C. Letter #2 from the Monterey County District Attorney, with a “Notice to Appear” at a formal hearing in court, will be mailed home. 

On the fifth truancy – 

A. Student is declared a “Habitual Truant”; 

B. Letter #3 from the Monterey County District Attorney, with a “Notice to Appear” at a formal hearing in court, will be mailed home. 

NOTE: Continuing truancy will result in further progressive disciplinary action.

Board Policy gives a teacher the right to lower a student’s grade for excessive truancies. 

Three truancies in a class, per semester, can lower a student’s final mark in that course by one letter grade. Four per semester can lower a student’s final mark by two letter grades. Five per semester can lower a student’s final mark by three letter grades. Six truancies in a class, per semester, allow the classroom teacher to give a grade of “F” (failure) for the final mark. 

Students reporting to their first class period more than 30 minutes after the scheduled starting time will be marked absent. During all other periods of the day, students will be marked absent after the first 10 minutes of classes. These absences must be cleared within three school days, or they will result in a truancy. 

Four hours are assigned for each violation of the truancy or tardy policies. Hours must be completed on designated Saturdays from 8:00 am to 12:00 noon or, if detention is chosen, during the following calendar week, Monday through Wednesday, after school from 3:00 to 4:00 pm and Thursday from 2:15 to 4:15 pm.

School-sponsored interscholastic sporting events, other extra-curricular activities, and family 

trips do not excuse students from attending Saturday School on the date assigned. Failure to complete the prescribed detention time will result in a suspension from school.  Saturday School is an alternative to home suspension. Repeated placements in Saturday School will result in further progressive disciplinary action.
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