
Niles Elementary School District 71

Regular Session

Published on October 17, 2025 at 1:46 PM CDT

Date and Time

Tuesday October 21, 2025 at 7:00 PM CDT

Location

Media Center

Agenda

I. Opening Items

A. Roll Call and Pledge of Allegiance

B. Call the Meeting to Order

II. Closed Session

• Discussion of minutes of the meetings lawfully closed under the Open Meetings Act as described
by 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(2).
• Consider the appointment, employment, compensation, performance, or dismissal of

specific employees of the District 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(9).
• Selection of a person to fill public office 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(3).
• Student disciplinary cases as described by 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(9).
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III. Recall To Order of Open Session

IV. Reading of Communications to the Board of Education

V. Additions or Changes to Agenda

VI. Consent Agenda

A. Motion to Approve the Consent Agenda

VII. Discussion and Action Items

A. Motion to Approve New Board Member

B. Motion to Approve Accounts Payable

C. Motion to Approve Board Policy 7.16

D. Motion to Approve Substitute Pay Increase

VIII. Informational Items

A. NTDSE Report

IX. Superintendent's Report

A. Building Update

1. Soffits and Overhangs/Updates

B. Safety Program

1. Safety Committee Meeting Dates

C. School Report Card Changes

D. District Enrollment

E. FOIA Requests

X. Administrative Report
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A. Admin Report

XI. Items of New Business

XII. Public Comment

XIII. Second Closed Session if Needed

XIV. Closing Items

A. Adjourn Meeting
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Coversheet

Motion to Approve the Consent Agenda

Section: VI. Consent Agenda
Item: A. Motion to Approve the Consent Agenda
Purpose:
Submitted by:
Related Material: Motion to Approve Consent Agenda.pdf

Minutes of the Regular Meeting, September16, 2025.pdf
Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting September 16, 2025.pdf
Minutes of the Public Hearing on the 2025-2026 Budget.pdf
BOE Ltr of Recommendation for Hire Jason Girard.pdf
Nishita Maharjan- BoE - Rec to Hire.pdf
Soltys Resignation.pdf
Dorner Resignation.pdf
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MOTION 
 

Niles Elementary School District 71 Board October 21, 2025 
At Culver School   

 
 

Member _________________________ moved to approve the following consent agenda with 

Member _________________ seconding the motion: 

  
 CONSENT AGENDA 
 

a. Approve the Minutes of the Regular Board of Education Meeting held on 
September 16, 2025. 

b. Approve the Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on September 16, 
2025. 

c. Approve the Minutes of the 2025-2026 Budget Hearing held on September 16, 
2025. 

d. Personnel 
 

                   Employment 

• Jason Girard, Para Pro, effective for the 2025-2026 SY at the rate of $21.60 per 
hour. 

• Nashita Maharjan, Recess Supervisor, effective for the 2025-2026 SY at the 
rate of $16.50 per hour. 

                   Resignation 

• Beata Soltys, 1st Grade Teacher, effective October 18, 2025. 

• Jesse Dorner, Para Pro, effective October 18, 2025. 
 
 

Vice President,  Matt Glancy      yes _____ no _____ 
 
Secretary, Victoria Luz      yes _____ no _____ 
 
President, Matt Holbrook      yes _____ no _____ 
 
Member, Ken Krueger      yes _____ no _____  
 
Member, Dexi Karabatsos      yes _____ no _____ 
 
Member,  Jackie Jaime      yes _____ no _____ 
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 71, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
HELD ON SEPTEMBER 16, 2025, 7:00PM 

 
Member Holbrook called the regular meeting of the Board of Education to order at 7:00pm 
and asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. On roll call, the following 
people of the Board of Education were present: 
            
             Matt Holbrook, President  
             Matt Glancy, Vice President 
             Victoria Luz, Secretary 
             Kenny Krueger, Member 
             Jackie Jaime, Member 
             Dexi Karabatsos, Member     
                                     
             Absent: None 
   
Also attending the meeting were Superintendent John Kosirog, Principal, Erica Smolinski, Katie 
Russ, Assistant Principal, Ken Kaufhold, Technology Manager and Debra Jordan, Recording 
Secretary.  
 
PRESENTATION 
 
New Staff Members were presented to the Board. The following new staff were present: 
 
Rehan Vastani 
Madison Magnuson 
Annabelle Nguygen 
Tiffany Misisura 
Madison Precht 
Allie Toliopoulos 
Debra Bullock 
Kimberly Lesniak 
 
CLOSED SESSION 

• Discussion of minutes of the meetings lawfully closed under the Open Meetings Act 
as described by 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(2).  

• Consider the appointment, employment, compensation, performance, or     
dismissal of specific employees of the District 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(9). 

• Selection of a person to fill public office 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(3). 

 
Roll Call: 
 
Ayes:       Holbrook, Glancy, Luz, Krueger, Karabatsos, Jaime 
Nays:       None  
Absent:   None 
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READING OF COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
There were IASB magazines. 

ADDITIONS OR CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

• There were none. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Member Holbrook moved to approve the following consent agenda with Glancy seconding 
the motion. 
      
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

a. Approve the Minutes of the Regular Board of Education Meeting held on August 19,     
        2025. 

            b.     Approve the Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on August 19,    
          2025. 

           c.     Employment 

• Durley Thomas, Para Pro effective for the 2025-2026 SY at the rate of $21.60 per 

hour. 

               
Roll Call: 
 
Ayes:        Holbrook, Glancy, Luz, Krueger, Karabatsos, Jaime 
Nays:        None  
Absent:    None 
                  
Member Holbrook declared the motion carried. 
 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS 
 
Member Krueger moved to approve accounts payable in the amount of $476,831.79 with 
Member Glancy seconding the motion. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Ayes:        Krueger, Glancy, Jaime, Karabatsos, Holbrook, Luz 
Nays:        None  
Absent:    None 
                  
Dr. Kosirog explained this month’s accounts payable and fund balances. 
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Member Holbrook declared the motion carried. 
 
Member Krueger moved to approve the 2025-2026 Budget with Member Holbrook seconding 
the motion. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Ayes:        Krueger, Holbrook, Glancy, Jaime, Karabatsos, Luz 
Nays:        None  
Absent:    None 
               
Member Holbrook declared the motion carried. 
 
Member Holbrook moved to approve the following Board Policies: 2:80, 2:130, 7:140, 
7:300, 8:80, 1:10, 1:20, 1:30, 2:10, 2:160, 2:240, 3:30, 4:50, 4:90, 4:180, 5:180, 5:270, 5:290, 
5:310, 6:110, 7:40, 7:90, 7:130, 7:170, 7:325, 8:110 with Member Jaime seconding the 
motion. 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

NTDSE 
 
Member Holbrook attended the meeting. Items discussed included High enrollment and 
construction on the building. 
 
Erica Smolinski, Principal and Katie Russ, Assistant Principal, presented the Administrative 
Report with the following topics as follows: 
 
Advancing Learning and Innovation  

● PLC  
● Math Committee  
● Benchmark Assessments  

Fostering Safe and Healthy Learning Environments    

● Erin’s Law  
● Athletic/Extracurricular Update  
● PBIS  
● Grade level expectations presentations  

 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT – John Kosirog 
 

a.  Building Update 
       1. Change Orders/Addition Repairs Update 
                            

    b.   Safety Program         
             1. Security & Safety Procedures 
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  c.      Village Development Projects 
  d.      District Enrollment 
  e.      FOIA Requests   
           
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
In Attendance: Liz Lawrence and Kellie Conklin, both teachers. 
 
Member Holbrook motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:25pm with Member Karabatsos 
seconding the motion. 
 
Ayes:      Holbrook, Glancy, Krueger, Luz, Jaime, Karabatsos 
Nays:      None  
Absent:  None 

 
Member Holbrook declared the motion carried. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
  
_______________________________ 
Secretary   
 
ATTEST:  
 
____________________________________ 
President         
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MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 71, 

COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS HELD AT CLARENCE E. CULVER SCHOOL 
SEPTEMBER 16, 2025 AT 6:30 PM 

 
  

 

The Finance Committee meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm. In attendance were Members, 
Matt Holbrook, Matt Glancy, Kenny Krueger and Superintendent Kosirog.   
 
The Committee reviewed the accounts payable statements. 
 
The Committee reviewed the fund balance statements. 
 
The Committee discussed the 2025-2026 Budget. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:57pm. 
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MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2022-2023 AMENDED BUDGET 
 OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

OF SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 71, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
AT CLARENCE E. CULVER SCHOOL 

ON SEPTEMBER 16, 2025 AT 8:40 PM 
 
 

President Holbrook called the Public Hearing to order at 8:40pm and the following persons, all 
members of the Board of Education, were present: 
 
             Matt Holbrook, President 
             Matt Glancy, Vice President 
             Victoria Luz, Secretary 
             Kenny Krueger, Member 
             Dexi Karabatsos, Member 
             Jackie Jaime, Member 
 
             Absent: None 
                             
Also attending the meeting were Superintendent John Kosirog, Principal, Erica Smolinski, 
Assistant Principal Katie Russ, Ken Kaufhold, Technology Director and Recording Secretary, 
Debra Jordan, 
 

 
Roll Call 
6 
 
Superintendent Kosirog presented the 2025-2026 Budget. 
 
There being no comments from the public, the hearing adjourned at 9:05 pm. 
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To:  Dr. John Kosirog 

 

From:  Laura S. Guarraci 

 

Date:  October 9, 2025 

 

RE:  Recommendation for employment for Jason Girard 

  

We would like to recommend Mr. Jason Girard for the special education teaching assistant 

position.  Mr. Girard attended Loyola University Chicago and received his degree in Film and 

Digital Media.  

 

Most recently, Mr. Girard has spent the past couple of years as a boys’ and, more recently, a 

girls’ volleyball coach for a Catholic High School as well as for a volleyball club. Additionally, he 

was a music teacher for Mr. Music Man Company, traveling to different preschools and other 

environments to engage students in music lessons and performances.  

 

Mr. Girard’s references spoke highly of his character and professionalism. Consistent with our 

impression of him, he is an all around stellar person, with a kind soul, and good, solid character. 

He has shown the ability to organize and coordinate many different tasks at once, help students 

solve different issues, and engage with students positively.  

 

We feel confident that Mr. Girard will be a contributing member to our Culver community and a 

great fit for our students and school.  We are excited to have him in this role as a special 

education teaching assistant.  

 

Thank you for your attention to this memo. 
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Niles Elementary School District 71 
A Community of Excellence 

6901 W. Oakton, Niles, IL 60714   847-966-9280 FAX 847-966-1478 

 

                     The mission of District 71 is to provide quality learning experiences that nurture, 
                      challenge, and inspire each student to contribute to a community of excellence. 

 

To:       Board of Education 

From:   Katherine Russ 

  

Date:    October 2025 

  

RE:    Recommendation for employment for Nishita Maharjan for the 

position of recess/lunch aid for the 2025-2026 school year.  

  

We recommend Miss Nishita Maharjan for the recess/lunch aid position for the 

2025-2026 school year. Miss Nishita comes to us from Chicago Public Schools 

where she previously served as recess and lunch aid. Some of her previous duties 

included supervising students during lunch and recess to maintain a safe, 

structured, and positive environment, Upholding school policies and promoting 

respectful and responsible behavior among students, responding promptly and 

appropriately to conflicts, unsafe actions, or behavioral concerns,and reporting any 

accidents, injuries, or significant concerns to the appropriate teacher or 

administrator. 

 

We feel confident Miss Maharjan will continue to add to our Culver community as a 

great fit for our students, teachers, and school.   

  

Thank you.  

 

Katie Russ  

         

   

 

John Kosirog, 
Ed.D 
Superintendent 

 
Erica Smolinski, 
Ed. D 
Principal 
 
Laura Guarraci 
Director of Student 
Services 
 
Katherine Russ 
Assistant Principal 
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Beata Soltys 
 

Mon, Oct 6, 
12:01 PM (10 days 

ago) 

 

to Erica, Katie, me 

 
 

 

Dear Culver Admin Team and Board, 
 
Please accept this letter as a formal notice of my resignation from my first grade 
teaching position at Culver with my last day being in two weeks on Friday the 17th. 
 
The decision was not an easy one to make, as the past 6 years have been deeply 
meaningful and rewarding. However, due to challenging health reasons, I have made 
the difficult decision to step away at this time to focus on my well-being. 
 
I want to express my sincere gratitude for the opportunities I've had to grow 
professionally here. Teaching at Culver has been an important and fulfilling part of my 
life, and I will always be thankful for the experiences and relationships built along the 
way. 
 
I'm aware that my departure may cause disruption so I will do my best to ensure a 
smooth transition for the students and the team. Please let me know how I can best 
assist during this period. 
 
Thank you again for your understanding and support. 
Kindly, 
Beata Soltys 
 
-- 
Ms. Beata Soltys 
1st Grade Teacher 
Clarence. E. Culver Elementary School 
District 71 
(847) 966-9280 x1144 
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---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Jesse Dorner <jdorner@niles71.org> 
Date: Fri, Oct 10, 2025 at 1:31 PM 
Subject: Resignation 
To: Laura Guarraci <lguarraci@niles71.org> 
 
 

Laura, 
 
 
I’ve decided to take a TA position at a different school. I wanted to let you know 
immediately after I came to this decision, hence the email. Also, to be honest, the 
reason is 98% financial. This was an extremely difficult decision. I really enjoy being at 
Culver and the staff I worked with have been invaluable to my ongoing development as 
an educator. My final day at Culver will be October 17, 2025.  
 
Jesse Dorner 
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Coversheet

Motion to Approve New Board Member

Section: VII. Discussion and Action Items
Item: A. Motion to Approve New Board Member
Purpose:
Submitted by:
Related Material: Motion to Approve New Board Member.pdf

Oath of Office.pdf
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MOTION 
 
 

Niles Elementary School District 71 Board Meeting October 21, 2025 

At Culver School 

 

 
 

Member ________________moved to the New Board Member, 

Georgia Chronopoulos with Member _________________ seconding 

the motion. 

 

 

 
On a roll call vote, motion approved as follows: 

 
 
Vice President,                  Matt Glancy yes _____ no _____ 
 
Secretary,                           Victoria Luz yes _____ no _____ 
 
President,                           Matt Holbrook yes _____ no _____ 
 
Member,                             Ken Krueger yes _____ no _____  

 
Member,                             Dexi Karabatsos yes _____ no _____ 
 
Member,                             Jackie Jaime yes _____ no _____ 
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                                            OATH OF OFFICE 

I, (name of member or successful candidate), do solemnly swear (or 
affirm) that I will faithfully discharge the duties of the office of 
member of the Board of Education (or Board of School Directors) of 
(name of school district), in accordance with the Constitution of the 
United States, the Constitution of the State of Illinois, and the laws of 
the State of Illinois, to the best of my ability. 

"I further swear (or affirm) that: 

"I shall respect taxpayer interests by serving as a faithful protector of 
the school district's assets; 

"I shall encourage and respect the free expression of opinion by my 
fellow board members and others who seek a hearing before the 
board, while respecting the privacy of students and employees; 

"I shall recognize that a board member has no legal authority as an 
individual and that decisions can be made only by a majority vote at 
a public board meeting; 

"I shall abide by majority decisions of the board, while retaining the 
right to seek changes in such decisions through ethical and 
constructive channels; 

“As part of the Board of Education (or Board of School Directors, as 
the case may be), I shall accept the responsibility for my role in the 
equitable and quality education of every student in the school 
district; 

“I shall foster with the board extensive participation of the 
community, formulate goals, define outcomes, and set the course for 
(name of school district); 

“I shall assist in establishing a structure and an environment 
designed to ensure all students have the opportunity to attain their 
maximum potential through a sound organizational framework; 
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“I shall strive to ensure a continuous assessment of student 
achievement and all conditions affecting the education of our 
children, in compliance with State law; 

“I shall serve as education's key advocate on behalf of students and 
our community's school (or schools) to advance the vision for (name 
of school district); and 

“I shall strive to work together with the district superintendent to 
lead the school district toward fulfilling the vision the board has 
created, fostering excellence for every student in the areas of 
academic skills, knowledge, citizenship, and personal development.” 
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Coversheet

Motion to Approve Accounts Payable

Section: VII. Discussion and Action Items
Item: B. Motion to Approve Accounts Payable
Purpose:
Submitted by:
Related Material: Motion to Approve Accounts Payable.pdf

Accounts Payable.pdf
Fund Balances (1).pdf
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MOTION 
 
 

Niles Elementary School District 71 Board Meeting October 21, 2025 

At Culver School 

 

 
 

Member  ________________ moved to approve Accounts Payable for 

$391,180.57 with Member  _________________ seconding the 

motion. 

 

 

 
On a roll call vote, motion approved as follows: 

 
 
Vice President,                  Matt Glancy yes _____ no _____ 
 
Secretary,                           Victoria Luz yes _____ no _____ 
 
President,                           Matt Holbrook yes _____ no _____ 
 
Member,                             Ken Krueger yes _____ no _____  

 
Member,                             Dexi Karabatsos yes _____ no _____ 
 
Member,                             Jackie Jaime yes _____ no _____ 
 
Member,                             Georgia Chronopoulos         yes _____ no _____ 
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Coversheet

Motion to Approve Board Policy 7.16

Section: VII. Discussion and Action Items
Item: C. Motion to Approve Board Policy 7.16
Purpose:
Submitted by:
Related Material: Motion to Approve the Board Policy 7.16.pdf

Policy 7.16 Audio Recordings of Student-Related Meetings (5).pdf
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MOTION 
 
 

Niles Elementary School District 71 Board Meeting October 21, 2025 

At Culver School 

 

 
 

Member ________________moved to the Board Policy 7:16 with 

Member _________________ seconding the motion. 

 

 

 
On a roll call vote, motion approved as follows: 

 
 
Vice President,                  Matt Glancy yes _____ no _____ 
 
Secretary,                           Victoria Luz yes _____ no _____ 
 
President,                           Matt Holbrook yes _____ no _____ 
 
Member,                             Ken Krueger yes _____ no _____  

 
Member,                             Dexi Karabatsos yes _____ no _____ 
 
Member,                             Jackie Jaime yes _____ no _____ 
 
Member,                             Georgia Chronopoulos         yes _____ no _____ 
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STUDENTS 

7.16 Audio Recordings of Student-Related Meetings 

A parent or guardian may, upon prior written request consistent with this policy, audio record his 

or her child’s student-related meeting, including but not limited to IEP meeting, Section 504 

meeting, student discipline meeting, and/or parent-teacher conference, for the purpose of 

accommodating a documented disability of the parent or guardian pursuant the Americans with 

Disabilities Act. A written request must include sufficient medical documentation from a 

licensed physician indicating the documented disability of the parent or guardian, the necessary 

accommodations the parent or guardian requires to allow them to access the student-related 

meeting, and why an audio recording is necessary to accommodate said disability.  

Written requests pursuant to this policy must be submitted to the Superintendent or his/her 

designee at least five (5) days in advance of the scheduled student-related meeting unless the 

meeting is scheduled less than five (5) days after notice of the meeting is provided to the parent 

or guardian. A request will only be honored for the school year during which it is submitted. 

Parents and guardians must renew their requests in writing at the beginning of each school year.  

Any parent or guardian’s use of audio recordings of student-related meetings shall be limited to 

the purposes set forth in this Policy. The recordings may not be disclosed to parties other than 

parents or guardians, their advocate and/or attorney, or District officials and may not be used for 

any commercial purpose whatsoever. Audio recordings of student-related meetings must not be 

obtrusive or distracting to District staff. The District reserves the right to refuse parent and 

guardian requests that do not comply with this policy. The District does not permit video 

recording of student-related meetings.  

If a parent or guardian proceeds with audio recording a student-related meeting consistent with 

this policy, the District also reserves the right to independently audio record the same meeting. 

Any audio recordings maintained by the District shall be considered an educational record 

consistent with the Illinois School Student Records Act and the Family Educational Rights and 

Privacy Act.  

Recording a student-related meeting in violation of this policy may constitute a violation of the 

Illinois Criminal Code of 2012 and its express provisions on eavesdropping. Such action may 

result in criminal prosecution.  

 

LEGAL REF.:   

 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. 1414(d)(1)(B)(i); 34 C.F.R. 300.322 

 

23 Ill. Admin. Code 226.530 

 

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. §1232g, et seq.; 34 C.F.R. 99 Illinois 
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School Student Records Act, 105 ILCS 10/1, et seq., 23 Ill.  

Admin. Code 375 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 12101-12213. Illinois Criminal Code of 2012, 720  

 

ILCS 5/14, et seq.  

 

CROSS REF.: 7:340 (Student Records); 7:15 (Student and Family Privacy Rights)  

 

Adopted:  October 21, 2025 

 

Niles School District 71 
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Coversheet

Motion to Approve Substitute Pay Increase

Section: VII. Discussion and Action Items
Item: D. Motion to Approve Substitute Pay Increase
Purpose:
Submitted by:
Related Material: Motion to Approve Substitute Pay Increase.pdf

sub pay.pdf
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MOTION 
 
 

Niles Elementary School District 71 Board Meeting October 21, 2025 

At Culver School 

 

 
 

Member ________________moved to the Substitute Pay Increase 

with Member _________________ seconding the motion. 

 

 

 
On a roll call vote, motion approved as follows: 

 
 
Vice President,                  Matt Glancy yes _____ no _____ 
 
Secretary,                           Victoria Luz yes _____ no _____ 
 
President,                           Matt Holbrook yes _____ no _____ 
 
Member,                             Ken Krueger yes _____ no _____  

 
Member,                             Dexi Karabatsos yes _____ no _____ 
 
Member,                             Jackie Jaime yes _____ no _____ 
 
Member,                            Georgia Chronopoulos         yes _____               no _____ 
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                                 2025-2026 
                  Substitute Pay 
 

Starting 160.00 
After 10 Days 170.00 
After 50 Days 180.00 
½ Day 90.00 
                   Additional Friday Pay 
½ Day  10.00 
Full Day  20.00 
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Coversheet

District Enrollment

Section: IX. Superintendent's Report
Item: D. District Enrollment
Purpose:
Submitted by:
Related Material: 2025-2026 enrollment - Sheet1(2).pdf
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2025-2026 Enrollment

Grade Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June
PK 69 69 68
K 41 42 42
1 67 68 68
2 52 51 51
3 63 67 67
4 68 68 68
5 65 66 65
6 83 83 83
7 64 64 65
8 72 74 74

Total 644 652 651
Speech
NTDSE 14 15 16
Satellite 4 5

Total 658 671 672

Students Transferred Into District

K 1 2

3 4 5
1) trans in from CPS 2) trans in from Rolling Meadows
1) trans in from Rolling Meadows
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6 7 8
1) trans in from Rolling Meadows

Students Transferred Out Of  District
K 1 2

3 4 5
1) Moved to Park Ridge 1) moved out of state

6 7 8
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Date From Request

10/15/2025 Owen Wang High School Honors

10/16/2025 Mr. Wenig Financial Transactions

10/15/2025 Steve Watts Public records on Current Staff
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Admin Report 
BoE October, 2025 

 
Advancing Learning and Innovation  

● Math/ELA Committee - We have worked with our teams of teachers to 
determine the directions for our math and ELA committees for this school year. 
Each of the committees have decided to address the learning continuum and 
continuity of curriculum from year to year in both math and ELA as well as 
discuss and utilize strategies that can be implemented consistently across grade 
levels. 

● Benchmark Assessments - Students in grades 1-8 will take the MAP test in 
October. The 1st-5th grade are currently taking the MAP test and the 6th-8th 
grade will take the MAP test next week. All reports from the MAP and FastBridge 
benchmark assessments will be shared with parents at the parent teacher 
conferences. 

● Parent/Teacher Conferences - These take place November 6th and 7th. We 
value meeting with every student’s parent each year. This year, we will focus on 
local and standardized assessment data as well as social/emotional strengths 
and needs of our students.  

 
Fostering Safe and Healthy Learning Environments    

● SAEBRS-Social Emotional Screeners are being completed by teachers and 
students. The results of these screeners allow our mental health staff to put 
together tier 2 social emotional groups. 

● Athletic/Extracurricular Update - Our boys varsity and JV had great seasons. 
Varsity boys went into the playoffs tied for second place! Our girls JV and Varsity 
teams also had great seasons!  

● Fall Fest - Our PTA organized a frightfully fantastic Fall Fest this year. It’s great 
to see our families come together for our great PTA events.  

● I Can Do It Night - We are planning a K-2 family event, focusing on encouraging 
student independence. When children are confident and able to do the everyday 
on their own - tying shoes, packing their backpacks, making a healthful snack - 
the day goes smoother. Kids also gain belief in themselves when they are able to 
do tasks independently. We will enjoy a pizza dinner, and then families will attend 
sessions taught by our staff.  

● Music Family Night - Each fall, our instrumental music teachers plan a family 
night full of delicious dinner, instrument demos, and teaching demonstrations. 
We loved spending time with our beginner instrumental families.  

● PBIS - Students in grades K-4 were recognized this past month for “being 
respectful”. Teachers picked one student from each grade level to receive this 
award. Students in grades K-4 will also be recognized at the end of October and 
receive various awards ranging from hardest worker to orchestra student of the 
month. 60 students will be chosen and recognized. Students in grades 5-8 will be 
focusing on “being prepared” for class. Teachers will track students progress and 
we will review this at our next meeting.  
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