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At the January 2017 SBE meeting, the SBE approved the "Distance from Level 3 (DF3)" methodology which 
measures how far (or the distance) each student is from the Level 3 (i.e., Standard Met) Smarter Balanced 
performance level. Each students' score is compared to Level 3, and all distance results are then averaged to 
produce a school- and student-group-level average scale score. The results will show, on average, the needed 
improvement to bring the average student score to Level 3 or the extent to which the average student score 
meets or exceeds Level 3.

Using scale scores, rather than a percentage of students performing at or above Standard Met, provides a more 
comprehensive picture of how all students at the school are performing on the Smarter Balanced assessments.













2017-18






