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LIMITATION OF SMARTPHONE USE POLICY 

Assembly Bill 3216 requires California schools including charter schools to adopt a policy 
that limits or prohibits student smartphone use during the school day. The goal is to create 
a more focused and supportive learning environment by minimizing distractions and 
addressing concerns about academic engagement, social interaction, and student mental 
health. These policies are intended to reduce classroom disruptions and the negative 
impacts of constant digital engagement, while still ensuring students can access their 
phones in emergencies. Schools are also required to allow exceptions for medical needs, 
Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), and other legally protected circumstances. The 
law does not require schools to use phone lock-up systems or any specific technology, 
and instead schools retain flexibility in designing and enforcing policies that reflect their 
individual community needs. 
 
This Limitation of Smartphone Use Policy (“Policy”) applies to smartphones, cell phones, 
smart watches, earbuds, or any other device that provides similar functionality (“Device”). 
 
The following procedures apply so as to maintain a safe and focused learning environment: 
 

1. Students in possession of any Device must always keep the Device turned off and 
stored in the student’s backpack and all Devices must remain out of view and 
powered off during the entire school day. 
 

2. Devices may only be used as follows: 
 

a. In the case of an emergency, or in response to a perceived threat of danger; 
 

b. When a teacher or administrator grants permission to a pupil to possess or 
use a smartphone, subject to any reasonable limitation imposed by that 
teacher or administrator; 

 
c. When a licensed physician or surgeon determines that the possession or use 

of a smartphone is necessary for the health or well-being of the pupil; and, 
 

d. When the possession or use of a smartphone is required in a pupil’s 
individualized education program (IEP). 


