Navigator Schools Alternatives to Suspension
Board Reqgulation

Alternatives to Suspension

Suspension shall be imposed only when other means of correction fail to bring about proper conduct.
However, a pupil, including an individual with exceptional needs, as defined in Section 56026, may be
suspended for any of the reasons enumerated in Section 48900 upon a first offense, if the principal or
Regional Executive Director or designee determines that the pupil violated subdivision (a), (b), (c),
(d), or (e) of Education Code § 48900 (see below under grounds for suspension for details) or that the
pupil’s presence causes a danger to persons [Education Code § 48900.5]. Alternatives to suspension
will be age appropriate and designed to address and correct the pupil's specific misbehaviors. At the
discretion of an administrator, a student can complete any combination of (but not limited to) the
following research based alternatives to suspension listed below:

e Mini Courses - Schools develop short, stand alone units or modules on topics related to
various types of inappropriate behavior. Module activities may include but are not limited to
readings, videos, workbook tasks, tests, research projects and oral reports.

e Parent Involvement/Supervision - Parents are invited to help school administrators to
provide closer supervision of their children while in school or be more involved with their child’s
schooling.

e Alternative Programming - Changes in a student’s schedule, classes, or programs that avoid
problem environments or situations, but still permit continued access to curriculum and school.
This includes independent study, work experience, alternative location, or other creative
programming alternatives.

e Community Service - Students are assigned community service tasks, with appropriate
supervision inside/outside of school hours.Tasks could include helping in afterschool programs,
clean up crews, or working in community.

e Behavior Contract - Develop a behavior contract with the student and parent/guardian, which
includes specifics about what students will do, what adults will do, and the planned
consequence if the behavior contract agreements are not followed.

Definition:
Suspension means removal of a student from ongoing instruction for adjustment purposes. However,
suspension does not mean any of the following [Education Code 48925]

e Reassignment to another education program or class at the same school where the student
will receive continuing instruction for the length of day prescribed by the governing board for
students of the same grade level
Referral to a certificated employee designated by the principal to advise students
Removal from class, but without reassignment to another class or program, for the remainder
of the class period without sending the student to the principal or designee as provided in
Education Code 48910



