THE NEW AMERICAN ACADEMY
CHARTER SCHOOL

The New American Academy Charter School

Minutes

Academic Excellence Monthly Committee meeting

Date and Time
Tuesday April 9, 2024 at 3:00 PM

Location
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88227784441?pwd=WDhLZ3ZiQmZuQINLRHRZSmRMbU4rQT09

Meeting ID: 882 2778 4441
Passcode: sisepuede

Committee Members Present
C. Cuellar-Lezcano, E. DeAngelis (remote)

Committee Members Absent
None

Guests Present

S. Osnes (remote), dmays@thenewamericanacademy.org (remote),
gibson@thenewamericanacademy.org (remote), ybabb@thenewamericanacademy.org (remote)
I. Opening Items

A. Record Attendance

B.
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Call the Meeting to Order

C. Cuellar-Lezcano called a meeting of the Academic Excellence Committee Committee
of The New American Academy Charter School to order on Tuesday Apr 9, 2024 at 3:01
PM.

C. Approve Minutes

Beth reported to the group what happened at the last meeting and the data that Jenny
Trani reviewed with Beth and Cristy.

Il. Academic Committee

A. Follow up questions

The following questions were formulated from the April data meeting with Jenny Trani:

What is mclass (i.e. Is there a Fountas and Pinnell component?)

Mclass is similar to dibels in an electronic version. There is one component called maze
that assesses fluency (similar to eclass assessment used years ago at the DOE). There
is no independent reading assessment (leveled) reading component.

What do Amplify lessons look like?

In K and 1, there is a heavy skill focus and there are also readers for the students. In K,
the readers were introduced this month. Grade 1 had readers from the first unit. The
teacher has big books that coincide with the readers and students will independently or
partner read the stories from the reader. Some teachers have students shop for books
that they mostly read at home. Diamond stated that students seem to feel more confident
when reading.

What does small group instruction look like?

Guided reading may be used for small group for some students and some teachers are
more creative when using Amplify and may try to use some of the other best practice (ie
independent reading) used in the past.

There are also activity pages that upper grade teachers are using as formative
assessments.

There are checklists of skills teachers can use to check for progress.

What does the schedule look like?
The Amplify block is 1 hour. In K-1 it is longer due to the skills portion (which they rotate
for) and then the knowledge component so it is about 90 minutes.

The general feeling is that each lesson has more than enough material for the 1 hour

block and that it is hard to know what to leave out, especially as teachers learn a new
curriculum. If a teacher tries to do all components, there will be a pacing issue.
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Teachers in the upper grades appreciate the focus that Amplify has on vocabulary and
how it is previewed prior to reading the text.

How has staffing impacted the school?

Dr. Babb covered quite a bit but there is no a sub for Portia in Grade 2 who is on family
leave.

Mr. Williams was hired to replace Ms. Clark and it seems to be working out and he is
receiving a lot of support.

We also discussed whether Lavinia should be considered for next year.

The overall feeling is that Lavinia has supported student voice in Math, that Lavinia
introduced effective data tracking, that student work discussions have lead to a deeper
understanding of why a student is a Level 2 for example rather that state that the child is
a Level 2.

Sheila stated that a survey has gone out to get teacher input on the year with Lavinia.
She expressed that perhaps next year - just a thought, Lavinia could do ELA so that all
teachers are receiving support (vs. just Math this year). Even though many of the
practices can be used for all content areas.

Olawa stated that she feels the upper grades are ready for the state tests and that
teachers have been deliberate in their use of data to drive instruction.

Ill. Other Business

A. May meeting

The next meeting is schedule for May 14th and it is the same day as Math State exams
when there will be test scanning and other preparation to be done so member will not
likely be able to attend. Consider reschedule for another May date or meet in June.

IV. Closing Items

A. Adjourn Meeting

There being no further business to be transacted, and upon motion duly made, seconded
and approved, the meeting was adjourned at 3:28 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
E. DeAngelis
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