Bullying Definition Policy Update

Current Policy Definition

Revised Definition of Bullying

(Aligned with DCSS Standards)

Bullying - Zero Tolerance Offense
Definition: Behavior that infringes on the safety of any student will not
be tolerated. A student shall not bully, harass, or intimidate another
student through words or actions.
1. Any willful attempt to threaten or inflict injury on another
person, when accompanied by an apparent ability to do so.

2. Any intentional display of force such as would give the victim
reason to fear or expect immediate bodily harm.
3. Any intentional written, verbal, or physical act, which a

reasonable person would perceive as being intended to
threaten, harass, or intimidate, that:

a. Causes another person substantial physical harm
within the meaning of Georgia Code Section 16-5-23.1
or visible bodily harm as such term is defined in
Georgia Code Section 16-5-23.1;

Has the effect of substantially interfering with a
student's education;

Is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it creates an
intimidating or threatening educational environment; or
Has the effect of substantially disrupting the orderly
operation of the school.

Bullying - Zero Tolerance Offense

Definition: A pattern of behavior, which may include written, verbal,
physical acts, or through a computer, computer system, computer
network, or other electronic technology occurring on school property,
on school vehicles, at designated school bus stops, or at school
related functions that is so severe, persistent, or pervasive so as to
have the effect of substantially interfering with a student’s education,
threatening the educational environment, or causing substantial
physical harm or visibly bodily harm.

The term also applies to acts of cyberbullying which occur through the
use of electronic communication, whether or not electronic act
originated on school property or with school equipment, if the
electronic communication:

1. s directed specifically at students or school personnel,

2. Is maliciously intended for the purpose of threatening the
safety of those specified or substantially disrupting the orderly
operation of the school, and

3. creates a reasonable fear of harm to the students' or school

personnel's person or property or has a high likelihood of
succeeding in that purpose.

Electronic communication includes, but is not limited to, any transfer of
signs, signals, writings, images, sounds, data or intelligence of any
nature transmitted in whole or in part by a wire, radio, electromagnetic,
photo electronic or photo optical system.

e Level 1 - First Offense of bullying as defined in Georgia Code
Section 20-2-751.4. Includes but is not limited to a pattern of
unwanted teasing, threats, name calling, intimidation,
harassment, humiliation, hazing, physical attacks, extortion,
social exclusion, coercion, spreading of rumors or falsehoods,
gossip, stalking, or using any type of electronic means to




harass or intimidate.

Level 2 - Second incident of bullying as defined in Georgia
Code Section 20-2-751.4. Includes but is not limited to a
pattern of unwanted teasing, threats, name calling,
intimidation, harassment, humiliation, hazing, physical attacks,
extortion, social exclusion, coercion, spreading of rumors or
falsehoods, gossip, stalking, or the use of electronic
equipment on school property or using school equipment to
harass or intimidate.

Level 3 - Repeated acts, as defined in Georgia Code Section
20-2-751.4, occurring on school property or school possession
that is a willful attempt or threat to inflict injury, or apparent
means to do so, any display of force that puts victim at fear of
harm, any written, verbal or physical act that threatens,
harasses, or intimidates; causes another person physical
harm; interferes with a student's education; so severe and
pervasive intimidated or threatens educational environment.
Includes but is not limited to a pattern of unwanted teasing,
threats, name calling, intimidation, harassment, humiliation,
hazing, physical attacks, extortion, social exclusion, coercion,
spreading of rumors or falsehoods, gossip, stalking, or the use
of electronic equipment on school property or using school
equipment to harass or intimidate.




