
10531 4S Commons Drive, Suite 583 
San Diego, CA 92127 

debbie@hatchcesariolaw-sd.com 
(858) 943-4200 Office & Fax

www.hatchcesariolaw.com

June 8, 2022 

Sent Via Email Only:          (hgasca@excelacademy.education, kmadden@collaborativecharters.org) 

Heidi Gasca, M. Ed., Chief Executive Officer
Excel Academy Charter Schools
1 Technology Drive, Ste. I-811
Irvine, CA 92618

Re: Agreement for Legal Services 

Dear Heidi: 

Attached for your consideration is Hatch & Cesario’s Agreement for Legal Services for the 
2022-2023 fiscal year.   

If this agreement meets with your approval, please place your initials and signature on 
page 3 of the agreement and provide me with a copy of this page.  Also, attached is Hatch 
& Cesario’s W-9 form with our tax identification number for your records.  

Thank you for choosing Hatch & Cesario, and we look forward to continuing to support 
Excel Academy Charter Schools. 

Appreciatively, 

HATCH & CESARIO, Attorneys-at-Law 

Deborah R.G. Cesario  

Enclosures:  2022-2023 Agreement for Legal Services 
W-9

cc: Kurt Madden, Board Consultant 
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AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES 
 July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023 

This Agreement is by and between Excel Academy Charter Schools (“Client”) and Hatch 
& Cesario, Attorneys-at-Law (“Attorney”). 

Attorney’s Services 

Attorney agrees to provide Client with consulting, representational and legal services 
pertaining to special education and general student matters, including representation in 
administrative and judicial proceedings, as requested by Client, or as required by law.  A 
separate agreement may be required for legal proceedings in state or federal court. 

Attorney shall provide legal services as reasonably required to represent Client in such 
matters, take reasonable steps to keep Client informed of significant developments, and 
respond to Client’s inquiries regarding those matters.  Client understands that Attorney 
cannot guarantee any particular results, including the costs and expenses of 
representation. 

Hourly Rates 

Client agrees to pay Attorney for services rendered based upon the following rate 
schedule: 

Partners $320.00 
 Of-Counsel $320.00 
 Senior Associate $290.00 
 Associate $275.00 
Education Consultant $210.00 
Senior/Certified Paralegal $205.00 
Paralegal $195.00 

Attorney shall bill Client for legal services in one-tenth (.10) increments. 

Costs, Expenses and Other Requirements Applicable to Client 

Client agrees to reimburse Attorney for necessary costs and expenses incurred by 
Attorney on behalf of Client, including the following: 

In-office Photocopying $0.25 per page 
Outside Photocopying Actual usage 
Facsimile/Scanning None  
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Postage Actual usage 
Mileage IRS mileage rate 

Costs, such as electronic legal research services, messenger, meals, and lodging shall 
be charged on an actual and necessary basis.   

Payment for Services 

Attorney shall send Client a statement for fees and costs incurred every calendar 
month.  Such statements shall set forth the amount, rate, and description of services 
provided.  Payment by Client against monthly billings is due upon receipt of statements 
and is considered delinquent if payment is not received within thirty (30) days of the 
date of the invoice. 

The California Business & Professions Code requires Attorney to inform you whether we 
maintain errors and omissions insurance coverage applicable to the services to be 
rendered to you.  We hereby confirm that Attorney does maintain such insurance 
coverage. 

Legal Fees and Costs Covered by JPA or Insurance Policy 

When the Client is named as a party in an administrative or court proceeding, the Client 
may have coverage under a joint powers authority (“JPA”) memorandum of 
understanding or liability insurance policy for legal fees and related costs.  We 
recommend that any new filings against Client be tendered to a representative of the 
JPA or your insurer as soon as you are served.  

If you have coverage and wish to work with Attorney, it will agree to represent you at the 
rates set forth by this Agreement unless the Attorney and Client agree otherwise.  
Attorney will also agree to follow all litigation guidelines in effect and will not charge for 
expenses not otherwise authorized. 

At times, a JPA or insurer may decline to pay for legal fees or expenses that are 
otherwise covered and acceptable under the applicable guidelines.  Attorney will follow 
all established appeal procedures to negotiate any declined items with the JPA or 
insurer. 

If, after the appeals process, the JPA or insurer continues to deny payment without a 
good faith basis, Attorney will require that Client pay those fees directly.  Any fees 
chargeable to the Client will continue to be at the rates set forth by this Agreement 
unless the Attorney and Client agree otherwise. 

Discharge of Services 

Client may discharge Attorney at any time by written notice.  Unless otherwise agreed, 
and except as required by law, Attorney will provide no further legal services hereunder 
after receipt of such notice.  Attorney may withdraw its services with Client’s consent or 
as allowed or required by law, upon ten (10) days written notice.  Upon discharge or 
withdrawal, Attorney shall transition all outstanding legal work and services to others, as 
Client shall direct. 
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Mediation 

If a dispute arises out of or relating to any aspect of this Agreement between Client and 
Attorney, or the breach thereof, and if the dispute cannot be settled through negotiation, 
Client and Attorney agree to first try in good faith to settle the dispute in private by the 
use of mediation before initiating any arbitration, litigation, or any other dispute 
resolution procedure.  The cost of such mediation shall be borne equally by the parties, 
unless otherwise stipulated in a settlement agreement between the parties.  Either party 
may initiate mediation through service of a written demand in-person or by mail or, if 
agreed to by the parties in advance, by e-mail to the opposing party.  The mediation 
session will occur at a time mutually agreed upon by the parties in consultation with a 
mutually selected mediator, though no later than 60 days after the date of service of the 
initial notice, unless otherwise agreed by the parties and mediator. 

By initialing below, Client and Attorney confirm that they have read and understand the 
paragraph above, and voluntarily agree to mediation.  By this Agreement, Attorney has 
advised Client of the right to have an independent lawyer of Client’s choice to review 
this mediation provision, and this entire agreement, prior to initialing this provision or 
signing this Agreement. 

  (Client Initial Here) (Attorney Initial Here) 

Term of Agreement 

The term of this Agreement is effective July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023, and may be 
modified in writing by mutual agreement of Client and Attorney.  This Agreement shall 
be terminable by either Attorney or Client upon thirty (30) days written notice. 

Hatch & Cesario – Attorneys-at-Law 

____________________________ 
Deborah R.G. Cesario, Partner 

Excel Academy Charter Schools

____________________________ 
Heidi Gasca, M. Ed., 
Chief Executive Officer

____________________________ 
Date

____________________________
Date 

June 8, 2022



Form    W-9
(Rev. October 2018)
Department of the Treasury  
Internal Revenue Service 

Request for Taxpayer 
Identification Number and Certification

▶ Go to www.irs.gov/FormW9 for instructions and the latest information.

Give Form to the  
requester. Do not 
send to the IRS.
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1  Name (as shown on your income tax return). Name is required on this line; do not leave this line blank.

2  Business name/disregarded entity name, if different from above

3  Check appropriate box for federal tax classification of the person whose name is entered on line 1. Check only one of the 
following seven boxes. 

Individual/sole proprietor or 
single-member LLC

 C Corporation S Corporation Partnership Trust/estate

Limited liability company. Enter the tax classification (C=C corporation, S=S corporation, P=Partnership) ▶ 

Note: Check the appropriate box in the line above for the tax classification of the single-member owner.  Do not check 
LLC if the LLC is classified as a single-member LLC that is disregarded from the owner unless the owner of the LLC is 
another LLC that is not disregarded from the owner for U.S. federal tax purposes. Otherwise, a single-member LLC that 
is disregarded from the owner should check the appropriate box for the tax classification of its owner.

Other (see instructions) ▶ 

4  Exemptions (codes apply only to 
certain entities, not individuals; see 
instructions on page 3):

Exempt payee code (if any)

Exemption from FATCA reporting

 code (if any)

(Applies to accounts maintained outside the U.S.)

5  Address (number, street, and apt. or suite no.) See instructions.

6  City, state, and ZIP code

Requester’s name and address (optional)

7  List account number(s) here (optional)

Part I Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN)
Enter your TIN in the appropriate box. The TIN provided must match the name given on line 1 to avoid 
backup withholding. For individuals, this is generally your social security number (SSN). However, for a 
resident alien, sole proprietor, or disregarded entity, see the instructions for Part I, later. For other 
entities, it is your employer identification number (EIN). If you do not have a number, see How to get a 
TIN, later.

Note: If the account is in more than one name, see the instructions for line 1. Also see What Name and 
Number To Give the Requester for guidelines on whose number to enter.

Social security number

– –

or
Employer identification number 

–

Part II Certification
Under penalties of perjury, I certify that:

1. The number shown on this form is my correct taxpayer identification number (or I am waiting for a number to be issued to me); and
2. I am not subject to backup withholding because: (a) I am exempt from backup withholding, or (b) I have not been notified by the Internal Revenue

Service (IRS) that I am subject to backup withholding as a result of a failure to report all interest or dividends, or (c) the IRS has notified me that I am
no longer subject to backup withholding; and

3. I am a U.S. citizen or other U.S. person (defined below); and

4. The FATCA code(s) entered on this form (if any) indicating that I am exempt from FATCA reporting is correct.

Certification instructions. You must cross out item 2 above if you have been notified by the IRS that you are currently subject to backup withholding because 
you have failed to report all interest and dividends on your tax return. For real estate transactions, item 2 does not apply. For mortgage interest paid, 
acquisition or abandonment of secured property, cancellation of debt, contributions to an individual retirement arrangement (IRA), and generally, payments 
other than interest and dividends, you are not required to sign the certification, but you must provide your correct TIN. See the instructions for Part II, later.

Sign 
Here

Signature of 
U.S. person ▶ Date ▶

General Instructions
Section references are to the Internal Revenue Code unless otherwise 
noted.

Future developments. For the latest information about developments 
related to Form W-9 and its instructions, such as legislation enacted 
after they were published, go to www.irs.gov/FormW9.

Purpose of Form
An individual or entity (Form W-9 requester) who is required to file an 
information return with the IRS must obtain your correct taxpayer 
identification number (TIN) which may be your social security number 
(SSN), individual taxpayer identification number (ITIN), adoption 
taxpayer identification number (ATIN), or employer identification number 
(EIN), to report on an information return the amount paid to you, or other 
amount reportable on an information return. Examples of information 
returns include, but are not limited to, the following.

• Form 1099-INT (interest earned or paid)

• Form 1099-DIV (dividends, including those from stocks or mutual
funds)

• Form 1099-MISC (various types of income, prizes, awards, or gross
proceeds)

• Form 1099-B (stock or mutual fund sales and certain other
transactions by brokers)

• Form 1099-S (proceeds from real estate transactions)

• Form 1099-K (merchant card and third party network transactions)

• Form 1098 (home mortgage interest), 1098-E (student loan interest),
1098-T (tuition)

• Form 1099-C (canceled debt)

• Form 1099-A (acquisition or abandonment of secured property)

Use Form W-9 only if you are a U.S. person (including a resident
alien), to provide your correct TIN. 

If you do not return Form W-9 to the requester with a TIN, you might 
be subject to backup withholding. See What is backup withholding, 
later.

Cat. No. 10231X Form W-9 (Rev. 10-2018)

Law Offices of Deborah R.G. Cesario

Doing business as Hatch & Cesario, Attorneys-at-Law
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