You might have heard about a solar
project being installed at Freeman
School District.

Here are all the details and answers to
frequently asked questions!

WHAT IS THE GIVING GRID &

HOW DOES IT WORK?

The Giving Grid uses solar to fund community
programs for 10+ years.

The project is financed and managed by Zero Emissions
Northwest. Your School District incurs NO COST.

For the first 10 years, the energy savings are directed towards
low-income community programs.

After the first 10 years, the savings can be allocated to any need.

IT SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE. HOW

DOES IT COST THE SCHOOL NOTHING?

We understand! The school had the same reaction at first, too! This program is
managed by WSU Energy and funded through utility tax credits allowing for
the project to be built at no cost to the district.

Zero Emissions Northwest (ZEN) and Partners for Rural Washington (PRWA)
oversee The Giving Grid program and have been awarded more than $5M for
Eastern WA school projects like this one!



WHAT KIND OF LOW-INCOME PROGRAMS?

The School District is interested in improving their current services with a focus
on STEM Programming, Life-Skills, and Community Health. Be on the lookout in
2026-2027 as energy savings are created.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER 10 YEARS?

Three things could happen:
1. The project can be removed at no cost to the School District.
2. The School District can extend the contract to purchase energy from ZEN at
lower prices than their utility.
3. The School District can purchase the system. ZEN / PRWA have developed a
financing structure whereby the school can purchase the system for less
than 10% of the initial cost without impacting their budget.

SO HOW DOES ZEN / PRWA MAKE MONEY?

ZEN / PRWA are administrators of The Giving Grid, so we take an administration
fee from the state program, which is already built into financials.

ANYTHING ELSE | SHOULD KNOW?

If you know other school districts looking to make impactful change in their
communities, spread the word about The Giving Grid!
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