
 
Alternate Pathway to a Diploma 
 
Alternate Pathway to a Diploma for our students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. This pathway is already defined in state 
law.  
 

Who Qualifies 
● Has a significant cognitive disability and is on track to complete the state's minimum coursework requirements, per 20 U.S.C. § 

7801(23)(A)(ii)(I)(bb). 
● Eligibility to take the California Alternate Assessment (CAA) is now an IEP team determination. Taking the CAA in 11th grade is 

no longer a fixed requirement, per SB 114's changes to Education Code 51225.31. 
● The student is required to complete state standards-aligned coursework to meeting minimum statewide course requirements for 

graduation. 
 
Under California Education Code 51225.31, all students work toward a diploma through the statewide course of study in English, math, 
science, social studies, VAPA/world language/CTE, and PE. For eligible students, Education Code 51225.31 requires us to exempt them 
from any additional local coursework requirements and to award a diploma once they meet the state requirements listed below. 

 

Essential Course Requirements (Ed Code 51225.3) 
Subject Essential State Requirement 
English Three courses in English. 

Mathematics Two courses in mathematics. If our board requires more than two courses for graduation, the board 
may award up to one math credit under Education Code 51225.35. 

Science Two courses in science, including biological and physical sciences. 

Social Studies Three courses: U.S. history and geography, world history/culture/geography, one semester of 
American government and civics, and one semester of economics. 

Arts / World Language / 
CTE One course in visual or performing arts, world language, or career technical education. 

Physical Education Two years, subject to possible exemption under Education Code 51241. 
Ethnic Studies One semester, required starting in the 2029-30 school year. 

 

Key Assurances 
● Exempt from any additional local coursework requirements beyond this state list. 
● Awards a diploma once a student completes these state requirements. 
● Does not end a student's right to a free appropriate public education (FAPE) through age 22. 
● Students may participate in graduation ceremonies and related activities with their peers. 
● Receiving this diploma is not a change in placement the way a regular diploma is. 

 


