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UNIVERSAL MEALS PROGRAM POLICY 

 

 

[INSERT CHARTER SCHOOL LETTERHEAD] 

 

UNIVERSAL MEALS PROGRAM POLICY 
 

The Academy of Alameda (“AoA” or the “Charter School”) Governing Board (the “Board”) 

recognizes that adequate nutrition is essential to the development, health, and learning of all 

students. The Executive Director or designee shall facilitate and encourage the participation of 

students from low-income families in the Charter School’s food service program. 

 

Definitions  

 

“Schoolday” means any day that pupils in transitional kindergarten, kindergarten, or any of 

grades 1 to 8, inclusive, are present at a school site or school facility for purposes of instruction 

or educational activities, as defined in Section 49010, including, but not limited to, pupil 

attendance at minimum days, state-funded preschool, transitional kindergarten, summer school 

including incoming kindergarten pupils, extended school year days, school-sponsored field trips, 

independent study when a pupil is onsite during the schoolday, and Saturday school sessions. 

 

“Nutritionally adequate breakfast” is one that qualifies for reimbursement under the most 

current meal pattern for the federal School Breakfast Program (“SBP”), as defined in Section 

220.8 of Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

 

“Nutritionally adequate lunch” is one that qualifies for reimbursement under the most current 

meal pattern for the federal National School Lunch Program (“NSLP”), as defined in Section 

210.10 of Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 

 

Universal Free Meals 

 

Commencing with the 2022-23 school year, each AoA school site shall make available a 

nutritionally adequate breakfast and a nutritionally adequate lunch free of charge and with 

adequate time to eat, to any student who requests a meal without consideration of the student’s 

eligibility for a federally funded free or reduced-price meal, with a maximum of one (1) free 

breakfast meal per and one (1) free lunch each school day. This shall apply to all pupils in 

transitional kindergarten through grade eight (8).  

 

 

Confidentiality/Release of Records 
 

All records related to the universal school meals program shall be confidential and may not be 

released except as provided by law and authorized by the Board or pursuant to a court order.  

 

The Board authorizes designated employees to use individual records pertaining to the universal 

meals program for the following purposes:  
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1. Disaggregation of academic achievement data 
 

2. Identification of students eligible for alternative supports in any school identified as a 

Title 1 program improvement school 
 

If a student transfers from the Charter School to another charter school, district, county office of 

education program, or private school, the Executive Director or designee may share the student's 

meal eligibility information to the other educational agency to assist in the continuation of the 

student's meal benefits. 

 

The Executive Director or designee may release the name and eligibility status of a student 

participating in the free or reduced-price meal program to another charter school, school district, 

or county office of education that is serving a student living in the same household as an enrolled 

student for purposes related to program eligibility and data used in local control funding formula 

calculations.  

 

The Executive Director or designee may release the name and eligibility status of a student 

participating in the free or reduced-price meal program to the Superintendent of Public 

Instruction for purposes of determining funding allocations under the local control funding 

formula and for assessing accountability of that funding.  

 

The Executive Director or designee may release information on the school lunch program 

application to the local agency that determines eligibility for participation in the Medi-Cal 

program if the student has been approved for free meals and if the applicant consents to the 

sharing of this information.  

 

This information released shall adhere to the following requirements:  

 

1. Individual indicators of participation in a free or reduced-price meal program shall not be 

maintained in the permanent record of any student, unless otherwise authorized by law. 

 

2. The public release of information regarding individual student participation in a free or 

reduced-price meal program is not permitted. 

 

3. All other confidentiality requirements imposed by law or regulation are met. 

 

 

Nondiscrimination Statement  

 

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil 

rights regulations and policies, Charter School is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of 

race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, 

or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

 

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., 
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Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or 

local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 

and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, 

USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by 

calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the 

complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged 

discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

(ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 

form or letter must be submitted to USDA by: 

 

mail: 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

fax: 

(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

email: 

Program.Intake@usda.gov 

  

Charter School is an equal opportunity provider. 

 

 


