
Going Digital:
Discussing the future of

Fitchburg State’s Alumni Magazine



Background
● Contact magazine publishes twice annually
● Traditionally includes 32 pages, with 

president’s welcome, campus news, feature 
stories, class notes, in memoriam, university 
advertisements

● Mailing list of approximately 45,000 
includes alumni, faculty/staff, families of 
current students, VIPs



Background

Past issues posted at fitchburgstate.edu/contact-magazine

http://fitchburgstate.edu/contact-magazine


Current Format



Current Format



Why Digital?

● Real-time updates of content
● Measurable engagement
● Environmentally friendly
● One-time expenditure
● Optimized for content sharing via social 

media and/or departmental pages



Why Digital?

● Cost Containment
○ Print, design and postage, 

Summer 2021: $50,899
○ Print, design and postage,

Spring 2022: $75,599
○ Annualized Cost: $127,000
○ Net Increase: 48.5%



Digital Presentation
● The digital site is envisioned as the go-to repository of our 

institutional storytelling, from features about alumni to 
looks at institutional history, student stories, campus 
initiatives, and more

● Would let us integrate content like faculty research and 
student work (ARTeries, VISIONS, Undergraduate Research 
Conference)



Printed Component
● Digital presentation would be complemented by 

four-page “digest” or full-color postcard summarizing 
latest stories and sent twice annually to full mailing 
list. 

● Print and postage costs will be substantially less than 
full-size magazine while still providing an engaging and 
affirming picture of Fitchburg State to our audiences.



Our Templates
● Northwestern University

○ Northwestern Magazine
● Cornell University

○ Cornellians
● Middlebury College

○ Middlebury Magazine

https://magazine.northwestern.edu/
https://alumni.cornell.edu/cornellians/
https://middleburymagazine.com/


Northwestern University



Northwestern University



Middlebury College



Cornell University



Next Steps
● Our team reviewing “wireframes” with web developer 

now, creating the different elements we’d have at our 
disposal - articles, class notes, in memoriam, etc. 

● Anticipate this going live in time for Spring/Summer 
“issue,” with corresponding mailings



Questions/Discussion


