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EDUCATION

Fitchburg State student project beautifies middle schools walls

Submitted Article

FITCHBURG » Fitchburg State
University senior Devin Tormey
has always loved to paint, and

when she found she could make
money selling her paintings as a
business, she saw an opportuni-
ty to merge two passions.

The senior business adminis-

tration major from Fitchburg de-
cided to develop a formal busi-
ness plan for her artistic pur-
suits as her capstone thesis
project for the university’s Hon-

ors Program, the university said
in a recent press release.

She credits her adviser, Assis-
tant Professor John Crawley of
the Business Administration De-

partment, who encouraged her
to fold her artwork into those
plans.

“Devin is a tremendously tal-
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ented student and artist,”
Crawley said. “Her work in
the classroom is exception-
al and her artwork moves
the viewer.”

Crawley brought Honors
Program Coordinator
Catherine Buell, herself a
member of the university’s
Mathematics Department
faculty, into a discussion of
how to proceed.

“We began to discuss
stepping outside the con-
ventional academic box to
include some of her artina
way that would bring add-
ed meaning and life to the
development of her busi-
ness plan and support a
community interest,”
Crawley said.

The ensuing discussions
and shared connections
led Tormey to Samoset
Middle School in Leomin-
ster, where Dean of Stu-
dents Kenneth Ricker ad-
vised her to consider
creating murals on the
gymnasium walls.

Tormey applied her
business skills to the de-
sign of the murals, creat-
ing a questionnaire for
members of the Samoset
community and conduct-
ing interviews with stu-
dents about what the
words in the school’s mis-
sion and values mean to
them.

“That was really impor-
tant in helping me design
the murals,” she said. She
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in Leominster.

sketched her ideas and
projected them onto the
blank walls of the gymna-
sium, ultimately spending
about 50 hours over nine
days creating the finished
work.

The resulting murals
each measure eight feet by

12 feet. One features a
striking, blue and white
depiction of the Samoset
Wildcats mascot. The oth-
er includes aspirational
words — civil, achieve, re-
spect and encourage —
backed by stylized text
from Tormey’s research,
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Fitchburg State University senior Devin Tormey of Fitchburg poses near the murals she created at Samoset Middle School

bearing phrases like
“Equal rights for all,” “Stay
Positive,” “Be Kind to One
Another” and “Grow Thru
What You Go Thru.”
“We're extremely excited
these murals will be a
showcase for the school,”
said Ricker, who noted stu-

dents at Samoset have en-
joyed studying the embed-
ded messages inside the
murals. “It really bright-
ened up an area we’d been
looking to improve for
some time. Devin is such a
nice person and she did a
great job. It was a win-win

for everybody.”

Buell said she was
thrilled to join Tormey,
Crawley and other mem-
bers of the school commu-
nity when the murals were
showcased this week at Sa-
moset, where a plaque ac-

knowledging  Tormey’s
contributions was un-
veiled.

“I  remember when

Devin presented her work
after the first semester of
her thesis,” Buell said.
“While talking about her
artist business plan, she
showed us pictures of her
paintings. The last 15 min-
utes of the presentation
was all of us gushing over
her work and thinking of
all the ways we could help
her get her talent out
there.”

Buell said Crawley’s
ideas, connections and
passion helped bring the
mural project to life.

“We always hope that
the Honors Thesis Project
will be transformative and
personalized to students,
but also challenges them
to accomplish work they
didn’t expect they could
do,” Buell said. “The one-
on-one guidance from fac-
ulty is a unique opportuni-
ty and becomes an
experience of partnership
that transcends the class-
room.”

Tormey is also proud of
what she achieved. “It was
really, really fun,” she said.

After graduating this
May, she plans to pursue
her master’s degree in
business administration.
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': Saturday, April 23rd, 6pm
Sunday, April 24th, Noon

WHERE: Amelia V. Gallucci-Cirio Library
1st Floor | Hammond Hall
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COURTESY OF FITCHBURG STATE UNIVERSITY

Performances of several original scenes involving the
library will be performed at the Amelia V. Gallucci-
Cirio Library in Hammond Hall at Fitchburg State Uni-
versity on Saturday and Sunday.

Go ‘Between the
Stacks’ for drama

Submiitted article

FITCHBURG » Theater
lovers can experience a
series of original pieces
in an original location
this month when Fitch-
burg State University
presents “Between the
Stacks,” a sequence of
original scenes that will
be performed at loca-
tions in and around the
campus library, accord-

ing to an announcement

from the university.
The scenes will be
performed at 6 p.m. Sat-
urday and 12 p.m. Sun-
day starting on the first
floor of the Amelia V.
Gallucci-Cirio Library
in Hammond Hall, 160
Pearl St. Admission is
free and open to the
public. External guests
will be asked to attest
they are free of COVID-
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19 symptoms, and face cov-
erings remain required in
the library.

Professor Kelly Morgan,
of the university’s Commu-
nications Media Depart-
ment, said the scenes were
written by students in his
playwriting course.

The scenes will be per-
formed at assorted loca-
tions within the library,
from the circulation desk
to seating areas and the
book stacks themselves.

All four floors of the li-
brary will be used for the
show, which includes
scenes of collaboration and
conflict.

“It’s going to convey that
more goes on in the library
than just checking out
books,” Morgan said.

The performance is
composed of 10 scenes,
each about 5 minutes in
length, and will be fol-
lowed by a discussion.

“Between the Stacks” is
presented by the Commu-
nications Media Depart-
ment in collaboration with
the Amelia V. Gallucci-
Cirio Library.
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