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Main Street Theater Block gets a boost

University gets $475,000 to help with renovation

Submitted Article

FITCHBURG » The restora-

Theater Block received sig-
nificant support last week
with a $475,000 grant from
MassDevelopment’s Un-

tion and rehabilitation of derutilized Properties Pro-
the historic Main Street gram, according to an an-

nouncement from the uni-
versity.

Fitchburg State Univer-
sity purchased the theater
block in 2016 and the
funds, awarded to the

Fitchburg State University
Supporting Organization,
will help reactivate several
long-vacant storefronts,
according to the university.

The theater block, locat-

ed at 689-701 Main St., is
considered an anchor
property in downtown
Fitchburg. The university’s
renovations to the block to
date include a game design
studio and interdisciplin-
ary idealab for local entre-
preneurs. The game design
studio houses the semes-

ter-long capstone experi-
ence for students enrolled
in the program, the first
such major in a public uni-
versity in Massachusetts,
according to the university.
“This grant brings us a
step closer to revitalizing a
key asset in downtown
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Fitchburg and continues
our commitment to sup-
porting the city’s evolution
as an arts and culture hub

for the region,” Fitchburg
State President Richard S.
Lapidus said. “These proj-
ects will enhance the quali-
ty of life for the public at
large and provide valuable
opportunities for the uni-
versity community.”

The funding will help re-

activate storefront spaces
ranging in size from 500-
to 2,200-square-feet to ac-
commodate restaurants/
cafes, retail shops, art gal-
leries and studios.

The $7.5 million award-
ed statewide in the first
round of Underutilized

RENDERING COURTESY OF FSU
An artist rendering of the Theater Block in downtown Fitchburg shows what it will look like once it has been renovated.

Properties Program fund-
ing will pay for capital im-
provements and predevel-
opment work to increase
occupancy in challenging
properties, creating new
opportunities for housing,
retail and further econom-
ic development.
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FITCHBURG STATE UNIVERSITY

Confronting Italian Colonialism
FILM SCREENING:

COURTESY OF FSU

The film, ‘If Only | Were That Warrior,” will be a topic
of discussion as Fitchburg State’s Center for Italian
Culture examines Colonialism in Europe.

Center for Italian
Culture examines
Colonialism effects

Submiitted Article

FITCHBURG » Starting
this month, the Center
for Italian Culture at
Fitchburg State Univer-
sity will look at the lega-
cy of Italian colonial-
ism, centered on the
invasion of Ethiopia in
the 1930s and its reso-
nance across genera-
tions and continents,
according to an an-
nouncement from the
university.

In October 1935, Ital-
ian Army soldiers invad-
ed Ethiopia. The war
was fought until Febru-
ary 1937, and is remem-
bered in Ethiopia as the
Italian Invasion, and in
Italy as the Ethiopian
War. The Center for Ital-
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aly and its repercussions
across generations and
continents.

The programs begin
with a film screening and
discussion of “If Only I
Were That Warrior” at 3:30
p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 9, in El-
lis White Lecture Hall. The
documentary looks at the
recent construction of a
monument dedicated to
Fascist general Rodolfo
Graziani, and addresses
the unpunished war
crimes he and others com-
mitted in the name of Ital-
ian leader Benito Mussoli-
ni’s imperial ambitions.
The stories of three charac-
ters, filmed in present-day
Ethiopia, Italy and the
United States, take the au-
dience on a journey
through the memories and
the tangible remains of the
Italian occupation of Ethi-

ian Culture invites the
community to explore
the complex legacy of
this time period with a
series of programs that
will explore history and
culture from a variety of
perspectives.

At the heart of this ex-
ploration will be the ac-
claimed novel “The
Shadow King” by Ethio-
pian-American author
Maaza Mengiste, which
explores the Italian oc-
cupation and its after-
math. Faculty members
will lead discussion
groups centered on the
novel, culminating in
February with a keynote
address by Mengiste in
February. Other presen-
tations will look at the
history of Fascism in It-
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opia — a journey that
crosses generations and
continents to today, as this
often-overlooked legacy
still ties the fates of two na-
tions and their people.

Following the screening,
at 5 p.m., there will be a
virtual question and an-
swer session with director/
producer Valerio Ciriaci
and cinematographer/pro-
ducer Isaak Liptzin, who
will discuss the making of
the film and the questions
it raises about the mallea-
ble nature of history.

Associate Professor Kev-
in McCarthy from the uni-
versity’s Communications
Media Department will in-
troduce the screening and
moderate the question and
answer session with the
filmmakers.

The series will continue
in 2022, culminating in a
keynote address at 3:30
p.m. on Feb. 15, when
Mengiste will come to
campus to discuss her nov-
el, “The Shadow King.”

SENTINELANDENTERPRISE.COM

34

sentinelandenterprise.com









	Cultural tour in Sentinel-1
	Cultural tour in Sentinel-2
	Globe on police program-1
	Globe on police program-2
	Globe on police program-3
	Holiday signage in Sentinel
	Italian Colonialism preview
	LCU scholarship donation
	LCU supports CIC
	Moot Court preview
	Moot Court wrapup in Sentinel
	Theater Block 450K grant in Sentinel
	Trodella appointment

