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Published on November 1, 2022 at 3:21 PM EDT

Date and Time
Tuesday November 8, 2022 at 8:15 AM EST

Location
Presidents' Hall, Mazzaferro Center, 291 Highland Ave., Fitchburg, MA 01420

Notice of a meeting of the Fitchburg State University Board of Trustees on Tuesday,
November 8, 2022 at 8:15 a.m.

The meeting will take place in Presidents' Hall, Mazzaferro Center, 291 Highland Ave.,
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Agenda
Purpose Presenter Time

I. Opening Items 8:15 AM

Opening Items

A. Record Attendance and Guests 1 m
B. Call the Meeting to Order Deborah

Phillips
1 m

C. Public Comments 3 m
D. Approve Minutes from the October 18, 2022 meeting
- VOTE (12-22/23)

Approve
Minutes

1 m

II. Sabbatical Requests 8:21 AM

A. Act on President's recommendation for faculty
sabbatical requests - VOTE (13-22/23)

Vote 5 m
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Purpose Presenter Time

III. Enrollment Update 8:26 AM

A. Rich Toomey will provide the Enrollment Update Discuss 15 m

IV. Academic Affairs Subcommittee Report 8:41 AM

A. Jennifer Flanagan, Committee-Chair, will provide the
Academic Affairs report.

FYI 5 m

V. Notifications 8:46 AM

A. Personnel Actions (N03-22/23) FYI 1 m

VI. Student Trustee Report 8:47 AM

A. Allison Turner will provide the Student Trustee
report.

FYI 5 m

VII. Chair's Report 8:52 AM

A. Debbie Phillips will provide the Chair's report. FYI 5 m

VIII. President's Report 8:57 AM

A. COVID Update FYI 5 m
B. Open House Update FYI 5 m
C. Open Forum Update FYI 5 m
D. Commencement Ceremonies FYI 5 m
E. News Articles FYI 1 m

IX. Closing Items 9:18 AM

A. Adjourn Meeting Vote 1 m
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Coversheet

Approve Minutes from the October 18, 2022 meeting -
VOTE (12-22/23)

Section: I. Opening Items
Item: D. Approve Minutes from the October 18, 2022 meeting - VOTE
(12-22/23)
Purpose: Approve Minutes
Submitted by:
Related Material: Minutes for Board of Trustees Meeting on October 18, 2022

VOTE Minutes.pdf
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Fitchburg State University

Minutes

Board of Trustees Meeting

Fitchburg State University Board of Trustees Meeting

Date and Time
Tuesday October 18, 2022 at 10:00 AM

Location
Presidents' Hall, Mazzaferro Center, 291 Highland Ave., Fitchburg, MA 01420

Notice of a meeting of the Fitchburg State University Board of Trustees on Tuesday,
October 18, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.

The meeting will take place in Presidents' Hall, Mazzaferro Center, 291 Highland Ave.,
Fitchburg, MA 01420

Trustees Present
A. Turner, C. Stimpson, D. Phillips, D. Tiernan (remote), E. Gregoire, J. Flanagan, K.
Spinelli, L. Barrieau, M. Fiorentino, Jr., S. King-Goodwin

Trustees Absent
None

Ex Officio Members Present
R. Lapidus

Non Voting Members Present
R. Lapidus

Guests Present
A. Tourigny, C, Estrella, F. Barricelli, G. Doiron, G. Doiron, J. Bry, J. Hanselman, J.
Murdoch, J. Wolfman, L. Bayless, M. Bruun, M. McKenzie, P. Marshall, P. Weizer, R.
Diakite, R. Toomey, S. Levine, S. Swartz, Y. Malcolm
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I. Opening Items

D. Phillips called a meeting of the board of trustees of Fitchburg State University to
order on Tuesday Oct 18, 2022 at 10:03 AM.

There were none.

The Chair welcomed newest Trustee, Sheila King-Goodwin.

S. King-Goodwin introduced herself. She is the senior vice president and chief
community banking officer at Fidelity Bank. She has over 30 years of banking
experience and looks forward to serving on the board and working with everyone.

J. Flanagan made a motion to approve the minutes from Board of Trustees
Meeting on 09-13-22.
E. Gregoire seconded the motion.
The board VOTED to approve the motion.

Roll Call
K. Spinelli Aye
E. Gregoire Aye
M. Fiorentino, Jr. Aye
L. Barrieau Aye
S. King-Goodwin Aye
D. Tiernan Aye
J. Flanagan Aye
A. Turner Aye
C. Stimpson Aye
D. Phillips Aye

II. Finance and Administration

The President introduced the two sets of auditors in attendance. They are as
follows:

Cohn Reznick, University Audit – Melissa Ferrucci, Audit Partner, Mark Snyder,
Audit Director, Maryellen Scarselli, Senior Audit Manager

Bollus Lynch, Foundation and Supporting Org. Audit – Jim Johnston, Partner,
Laura Pizzimenti, Audit Senior Manager

Record Attendance and GuestsA.

Call the Meeting to OrderB.

Public CommentsC.

Approve Minutes from the September 13, 2022 meeting - VOTE (08-22/23)D.

Presentation by the auditorsA.
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The university is transitioning from Cohn Reznick to Bollus Lynch. He thanked the
team from Cohn Reznick for their years of service. He also extended his thanks
and appreciation to Jay Bry, Yvonnie Malcolm, and Denise Brindle.

D. Phillips formerly thanked Cohn Resnick, and recognized they are no longer
working in the Higher Education realm. She welcomed Bollus Lynch as the new
audit firm that will be working with the university, and looks forward to the smooth
transition.

M. Ferrucci thanked the team for all the years that they have partnered together.
From their perspective, the audit has gone extremely well.

The audits are being presented with a clean unmodified opinion. There is
emphasis on GASB 87. She discussed the audit results. A letter attached to the
audit which is required communication stating they have had no disagreements
with management. There are significant disclosures.

M. Scarselli discussed the Statements of Net Position and Cash Flows.

M. Snyder discussed the footnotes at a high level. The residence halls, which
have been on the MSCBA books, are now on the university statements. They
are now presented as an asset and a liability. He next discussed the footnotes and
disclosures. The summation of financial statements were presented.

M. Ferrucci discussed the GASB Accounting Pronouncements. Not all will be
applicable but management must decide how to implement these changes and
how to report them going forward. There is no separate management
letter for this year.

E. Gregoire summarized that the Board is presented with a lot of detail in forming
their review of the information. He noted enrollment challenges and their impact on
revenue and the increasing need for scholarship allowance. The headline for him
is enrollment and the capital program and how debt will be filtering through the
financials.

M. Fiorentino commented that capital projects, and deferred maintenance are
important and that they will need to be monitored closely. He also noted that there
are continued expenses associated with the pandemic.

A discussion ensued.

D. Phillips stated that the Finance Committee recommends the full Board vote to
accept the audit.

C. Stimpson made a motion to approve the FY2022 audit.
K. Spinelli seconded the motion.
The board VOTED to approve the motion.

Roll Call
L. Barrieau Aye
M. Fiorentino, Jr. Aye
D. Phillips Aye
K. Spinelli Aye
D. Tiernan Aye

FY2022 Audit - VOTE (9-22/23)B.
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Roll Call
E. Gregoire Aye
C. Stimpson Aye
A. Turner Aye
J. Flanagan Aye
S. King-Goodwin Aye

III. Notifications

The personnel actions were submitted for informational purposes.

M. Fiorentino asked about the Interim Dean of Education and the departments that
fall under that umbrella. The President acknowledged that it was unusual having
the Business Department report to the Interim Dean of Education. He is working
with Academic Affairs to review the dean structure to find a more appropriate
placement for business. He provided a brief background on the current
configuration.

There was a discussion.

The President clarified that the heading of “new hire” referred, in most cases, to a
new employee not a new position. There have been, on occasion, new positions
added. Existing positions are only replaced as needed.

A. Turner questioned the “out of title” heading. The president indicated that some
employees have been asked to perform duties beyond their contractual job
description. A. Turner responded that the students do not support the increases in
pay.

A discussion ensued.

IV. Student Trustee Report

A. Turner provided a few updates. She informed the Board on the identity months
and the variety of different events and activities surrounding them. She spoke
about student engagement. She reported an increase in student participation and
attendance at events. The Student Government Association will be holding a
townhall on October 26 in the evening to address campus concerns.

V. Chair's Report

She had no official report.

The Chair stated that board members should not make information requests to
employees, but rather work through her or the President. If additional information
is required, that is not covered at a meeting, to go through them. M. Fiorentino
responded that protocol makes good sense.

Personnel Actions (N02-22/23)A.

Allison Turner will provide the Student Trustee report.A.

Debbie Phillips will provide the Chair's report.A.

Information Request PolicyB.
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The President suggested the Board consider a better-established subcommittee
culture to provide opportunities to dig deeper and to use that structure to get
information. Alternatively, allow for ad hoc committee assignments as well.

M. Fiorentino said with the committee structure approach, some of us will need to
participate more. He did think there is still opportunities when a question needs to
be addressed, to have both of those protocols working at the same time.

VI. President's Report

The President provided a COVID update. He stated that positivity rates are very
low and that only a limited number of students have needed to be isolated or
quarantined on campus. He reminded the board that there is a COVID Health and
Safety Committee that is scheduled to meet. He mentioned a couple of clinics
coming up to provide booster and flu vaccines. D. Phillips said she is proud of how
the student body, faculty and staff handled the pandemic. E. Gregoire stated
kudos for extending clinics for the campus community.

The President informed the Board of the NECHE Commission meeting he
attended on September 22. At the meeting, the Commission asked questions and
feedback was positive. A formal response from the Commission has still not
arrived. It is anticipated that the institution will be fully accredited for the next ten
years.

The President again thanked the campus NECHE Committee co-chairs and others
that were active participants. He noted that NECHE had asked Ms. Pamela
McCafferty and Dr. Daneen Deptula to attend a NECHE Workshop and share with
campuses beginning the process best practices.

The President provided data on enrollment. He clarified the difference between
head count and full-time enrollment (FTE) and tied the numbers to the fall budget.
The campus is off by 246 FTE students. He noted this equates to approximately
1.4 million dollars. In the Residence Halls, we had a target of 66% occupancy and
we are currently at 57%. He noted that loses on occupancy would have been
more pronounced if doubles had not been converted into premium singles. The
School of Graduate, Online, and Continuing Education is also experiencing some
losses in enrollment. Overall, the university is operating at an aggregate loss of
$2.2 million based on the fall budget. The University continues to aggressively
study why students did not return to campus this fall.

The retention numbers (freshman to sophomore) were briefly discussed.

M. Fiorentino asked what are the freshmen saying about how they feel and why
are they not continuing at Fitchburg State. The President responded that the
classes are coming in with increased life challenges. Further, students appear to
be coming to campus less prepared.

There was a discussion about wrap-around services students need especially
after the pandemic. There are going to be ramifications for the next 5-10 years.
Focusing on the main purpose of education is hard.

COVID UpdateA.

NECHEB.

Enrollment Management UpdateC.
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D. Phillips suggested to have this as a topic for a committee meeting.

M. Fiorentino stated this goes hand in hand with overall student success. If you
don’t have the services and are accepting students, there is not a realistic chance
of success, then the school looks bad. The President stated student success
services are receiving increased funding. Additionally, financially challenged
students are receiving increased aid which will hopefully allow for greater focus on
academics.

At the November meeting, the Board will discuss the spring 2023 and fall 2023
enrollment efforts.

The enrollment process has started for fall 2023. The University has joined the
Common Application. This should result in an increased number of applications,
but the focus must be on yield. EAB Naviance has been employed. Increased
recruiting efforts are being focused on New Hampshire residents. Overall much
more recruitment travel is scheduled now that high schools have opened their
doors this year. Unfortunately, it appears that students are slow to complete and
file applications. The University is making admission decisions sooner. A variety
of new marketing techniques are being employed. The first open house numbers
were smaller than prior years.

A discussion ensued.

The President reported on the Homecoming events for the upcoming weekend.

The news articles were submitted for informational purposes.

VII. Closing Items

There being no further business to be transacted, and upon motion duly made,
seconded and approved, the meeting was adjourned at 11:18 AM.

Respectfully Submitted,
D. Tiernan

Open House updateD.

HomecomingE.

News ArticlesF.

Adjourn MeetingA.
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Fitchburg State University 
 REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 

 
 
TO: Board of Trustees  

 
DATE: 
 
November 8, 2022 

 
FROM:    The President 
 

 
REQUEST NUMBER: 
 
12-22/23  

SUBJECT:    October 18, 2022 Board Meeting minutes 
 

 
 
 
It is requested that the Fitchburg State University Board of Trustees vote to approve the minutes 
from the October 18, 2022 Board Meeting.  
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Coversheet

Act on President's recommendation for faculty sabbatical
requests - VOTE (13-22/23)

Section: II. Sabbatical Requests
Item: A. Act on President's recommendation for faculty sabbatical
requests - VOTE (13-22/23)
Purpose: Vote
Submitted by:
Related Material: Memo to Board sabbatical recommendations 22-23.pdf

VOTE Sabbaticals 2022.pdf
Write-ups - Updated.pdf
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MEMO 
 
TO:  Board of Trustees 
    
FROM:    Dr. Richard S. Lapidus, President 
 
RE:  Sabbatical Leave Requests AY2023-24 
 
DATE:  November 8, 2022 
 
In accordance with the agreement between the Board of Higher Education and the Massachusetts State College 
Association, I am recommending approval of sabbatical leaves for the 2023-2024 academic year. Such leaves are 
granted on the basis of academic quality of the proposal, as well as other criteria. Prior to my review, requests 
were initially reviewed by department chairs and Dr. Pat Marshal, Provost and Vice President for Academic 
Affairs.  
 
 

Fall Semester 2023 —09/01/23-01/10/24 
Mark Williams      Behavioral Sciences 
Ronald Krieser      Biology/Chemistry 
Eric Williams       Biology/Chemistry 
Mary Baker       Communications Media 
Jessica Alsup       Exercise and Sports Science 
Zachary Miner       Behavioral Sciences 
Cheryl Armstrong (pre-approved deferral)   Psychological Science 
Sara Levine (pre-approved deferral)    Psychological Science 
 
Spring Semester 2024—01/11/24-05/31/24 
Aisling O’Connor      Biology/Chemistry 
Jon Krasner       Communications Media 
John J. Sylvia       Communications Media 
Karen DeAngelis      Education 
Joshua Spero       Economics, History, and Political Science 
Daniel Sarefield      Economics, History, and Political Science 
Sean Goodlett       Economics, History, and Political Science 
Renee Fratantonio      Gallucci-Cirio Library 
Mary Ann Barbato      Mathematics    
  
        
Full Year—09/01/23-05/31/24 
Benjamin Levy       Mathematics 
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Fitchburg State University 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 

 
 
 
TO: Board of Trustees 

 
DATE: 
 
November 8, 2022 

 
FROM:    The President 
 

 
REQUEST NUMBER: 
 
13-22/23  

SUBJECT:   Sabbatical Requests         
 

 
 
It is requested that the Board of Trustees of Fitchburg State University grant the following 
faculty sabbatical leaves for the academic year 2023-2024 
 
Fall Semester 2023 —09/01/23-01/10/24 
Mark Williams      Behavioral Sciences 
Ronald Krieser      Biology/Chemistry 
Eric Williams       Biology/Chemistry 
Mary Baker       Communications Media 
Jessica Alsup       Exercise and Sports Science 
Zachary Miner       Behavioral Sciences 
Cheryl Armstrong (pre-approved deferral)   Psychological Science 
Sara Levine (pre-approved deferral)    Psychological Science 
 
Spring Semester 2024—01/11/24-05/31/24 
Aisling O’Connor      Biology/Chemistry 
Jon Krasner       Communications Media 
John J. Sylvia       Communications Media 
Karen DeAngelis      Education 
Joshua Spero       Economics, History, and Political Science 
Daniel Sarefield      Economics, History, and Political Science 
Sean Goodlett       Economics, History, and Political Science 
Renee Fratantonio      Gallucci-Cirio Library 
Mary Ann Barbato      Mathematics    
  
        
Full Year—09/01/23-05/31/24 
Benjamin Levy       Mathematics 
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While the proposals in their entirety are attached, please find a brief description of each proposal below: 
 

Fall 2023 
 
Zachary Miner                                        Behavioral Sciences  
The objective of this proposal is to formalize and refine a scale crated by Dr. Miner to rate music videos based 
on the extent to which they are similar to, or differ from, the description of Jhally’s “Dreamworlds: Desire, Sex 
and Power in Music Video.” Dr. Miner will infuse the scale with Jhally’s language and re-evaluate music video 
data gathered since 2014 (N-234) using the reused scale. Additionally, Dr. Miner will design a lesson plan for 
using the scale in a classroom setting within one class period and will design a supplementary writing 
assignment for an Introduction to Sociology class. He aims to formalize his work by submitting it for peer 
review to the TRAILS database. 
 
Mark Williams                                        Behavioral Sciences 
Professor William’s proposed sabbatical program of study would be to complete a new and novel analysis of 
research data exploring the relationships between outness, perceptions of the community as LGBTQ-friendly, 
and health outcomes for LGBTQ older adults. In addition to supporting the advancement of scholarship, the 
proposal would also provide a potential deliverable to area elder-serving agencies to consider implications for 
their work and future directions. The program of study would also include strengthening existing relationships 
with elder-serving community partner agencies, and to establish a cohort of 15-20 potential practicum sites that 
would be suitable to meet the 90-hour practicum requirements for a new old age social welfare policy course, 
currently under development. This would help to advance the preparation of Fitchburg State University 
graduates to meet the quickly growing demands for trained professionals, advocates, and scholars to support old 
age health and well-being. 
 
Ronald Krieser                      Biology/Chemistry 
The purpose of Professor Krieser’s sabbatical is to examine the evolution of the Deoxyribonuclease II gene 
family during vertebrate evolution and provide more preliminary results that he hopes to use in the submission 
of a research paper or a Harrod Lecture in the future. In addition, this work will add to a collaborative project 
that has provided research opportunities for many students here at Fitchburg State University. 
 
Eric Williams               Biology/Chemistry 
Professor William’s sabbatical has two objectives for this program of study. The first is to develop an assay that models a 
rare form of muscular dystrophy. This assay could ultimately be used to identify drugs to treat the disease. The second is 
to apply for two grants to fund student research on this project. The two granting agencies are the Jain Foundation (which 
only funds projects related to this rare form of muscular dystrophy), and the National Science Foundation. 
 
Mary Baker             Communications Media 
Professor Baker plans to undertake three projects during her sabbatical. First, she would like to develop a study-away 
course to Los Angeles. This course would enable Film and Video students to learn more about film, television, and media 
industries first hand and to network with our alumni who are based in the greater Los Angeles area. Second, she would 
like to identify and develop Open Educational Resource (OER) materials for two courses that have recently become part 
of her teaching load, COMM 2405 History of Film I and COMM 2415 History of Film II. Finally, she has an unfinished 
screenplay that she would like to spend time developing. At the conclusion of her sabbatical, she hopes to have a 
completed screenplay that would be ready to submit to juried screenwriting competitions. 
 
Jessica Alsup                  Exercise and Sports Science 
Over the course of the semester, Professor Alsup will complete work on two separate research projects, both in 
the area of tactical physiology, including any final data collection, data analysis, manuscript submission, and 
both regional and national presentation submissions. This work would allow her to continue to progress through 
her research agenda. Finally, she would also develop a specific Health and Fitness course (EXSS 1000) for 
students in the Police Academy program. The development of this course would be a service to FSU students in 
the Police Program. 
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Cheryl Armstrong                 Psychological Science 
Pre-Approved Deferral 
 
Sara Levine                             Psychological Science 
Pre-Approved Deferral 
 
 
SPRING 2024 
 
Aisling O’Connor                     Biology/Chemistry 
During Professor O’Connor’s proposed sabbatical, she would like to take three graduate classes at Framingham State 
toward the following degree program: M.S. Concentration in Food and Nutrition Specialization in Nutrition Science (10 
courses in total). She would use the knowledge gained in these graduate courses to offer courses in Nutrition to FSU 
Biology & Chemistry majors to improve the non-majors Nutrition course she currently teaches and would also hope to 
undertake research in this area with undergraduate students. 
 
Jon Krasner                            Communications Media 
Professor Krasner’s sabbatical request is informed by recent developments in his artistic practice, scholarship, 
and teaching, allowing him to continue the research that he conducted for his Harrod Lecture, “Pure Perception” 
(September, 2021) and for his upcoming exhibitions at the Jean McDonough Center for The Arts (Worcester, 
MA) and at Muhlenberg College's Baker Center for The Arts (Allentown, PA) in 2023. "Symbiosis: Phase II" 
will be developed during his sabbatical leave, combining conventional and time-based artwork into an 
immersive, live performance to be showcased in future exhibitions/recitals throughout the United States. 
Additionally, student-based outcomes of teaching assignments based on non-representational abstraction as a 
non-narrative, storytelling device will be archived to be presented in future Undergraduate Research 
Conferences and in Visions (the Communications Media Department’s annual student exhibition) at FSU. 
 
John (J.J.) Sylvia            Communications Media 
Professor Sylvia’s sabbatical goal is to develop a book proposal for a new manuscript, which contains an overview of the 
project, chapter summaries, two sample chapters, and research on marketing for the book. The project, tentatively titled 
“In Search of Joyful Passions: Counteracting Social Media's Microfascisms” will offer a vivid look at how the very design 
of social media platforms can be linked to the rise in microfascism (desire for uniformity and control) and how these 
platforms as currently designed perform better at spreading anger and loneliness than joy. Professor Sylvia will show 
readers that re-designing social platforms to better enable more joyful connections that focus on storytelling opportunities 
decoupled from the stranglehold of platform analytics can be used to help reverse the rising microfascist and fascist 
movements around the globe. Finally, as part of the research process of creating this proposal, Professor Sylvia will spend 
several weeks traveling in Europe to conduct research at archives related to fascist history, resistance movements, 
communication, and propaganda, in order to more deeply understand the connections between microfascism and more 
overtly fascist political movements. These may include the Museum of the Liberation of Rome, Hellenic Parliament 
Archives in Greece featuring a collection about dictator Ioannis Metaxas, the National Museum of Resistance and 
Freedom in Portugal, and the Lapua Cartridge Factory Museum and Lapuan Movement Museum in Finland. 
 
Karen DeAngelis                Education 
The goal of Professor DeAngelis’ project is to identify practices that are used globally to support individuals 
with disabilities in inclusive settings. Specific focus would be on exploring practices that are grounded in the 
Universal Design for Learning framework. The methodological framework for this project would be a 
qualitative meta-analysis of currently available scholarly research on the topic. 
 
Joshua Spero                 Economics, History, and Political Science  
This sabbatical would advance Professor Spero’s study and research on European security and transatlantic 
relations, particularly focusing on the "The Fate of Transatlantic Relations and North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization-European Union (NATO-EU) Joint Missions and Operations," and especially integral to the 
impact of Russia's 8-year war against Ukraine. Professor Spero’s research, analysis, and publications build from 
his March 2022 research trip to Poland (just after Russia expanded its 8-year war across Ukraine) and related 
op-eds published: "Ukraine's Integration and Euro-Atlantic Security's Transformation"/ 1945 (April 25, 2022); 
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Republished as: "Faculty Perspective" Fitchburg State University (April 26, 2022); "Transatlantic Ties That 
Bind Europe"/ The Hill (August 28, 2021); "Bridging the Transatlantic Divide Strengthens the US"/ The Hill 
(January 12, 2021). 
 
Daniel Sarefield                           Economics, History, and Political Science 
As a historian of ancient Roman religion and culture, Professor Sarefield intends to carry on further research into the 
history of a new religious movement that emerged in the Roman Empire during the second century of the Common Era. 
This new religious movement, the cult of Glykon Neas Asklepios ("the new Asklepios"), and the activities of its founder, 
Alexander of Abonouteichos, represent an exciting opportunity to explore little-known, but important aspects of the 
religious world of ancient Rome during the period of the Roman Empire. Professor Sarefield plans to systematically and 
critically examine the ancient sources, modern scholarly literature, and published archaeological evidence for the cult of 
Glykon with the aim of moving this project forward to additional publications. This work would involve the careful, 
systematic examination of newly published books and articles, some already in his possession for the project, as well as 
additional materials that Professor Sarefield would obtain during research excursions. By accomplishing these goals, 
Professor Sarefield would be able to advance this scholarly project in conference presentations and future publications, 
including a scholarly monograph, tentatively titled The Other Alexander: Alexander of Abonouteichos and the Cult of 
Glykon Neas Asklepios in the Roman World. When completed, this would be the first book-length scholarly study of the 
cult of Glykon and its founder, Alexander. This work would allow Professor Sarefield to make additional, substantial 
contributions to the study of this particular new religious movement in the Roman Empire and the study of ancient Roman 
religion more generally. 
 
Sean Goodlett                 Economics, History, and Political Science      
Professor Goodlett’s sabbatical would be devoted to the continuation of multiple research projects that revolve around the 
Pedagogy of Real Talk (PRT). The first order of business would be to conduct further analysis on the original (2021-
present) dataset of student responses to a survey on the efficacy of the pedagogy. Work with this dataset has thus far been 
limited to the question of "belonging." Other possible topics include student retention and persistence, student 
participation and engagement, and the effects of Covid on the delivery of the pedagogy. Depending on the status of the 
change in research protocol, the second part of the work would include either conducting one-on-one and/or group 
interviews or analyzing the results of such interviews; the second dataset would assist with the study of the notion of 
"faculty collective efficacy." Both research projects are intended to yield peer-reviewed articles and (especially in the 
latter project) popular-press pieces. Last, if the group and Dr. Hernandez are at the right point, Professor Goodlett intends 
to begin work on an edited volume concerning PRT. 
 
Renee Fratantonio              Gallucci-Cirio Library 
During Ms. Fratantonio’s sabbatical, she would research online information literacy instruction strategies in order to 
revise an intensive four-part tutorial series she previously developed for online and first year students. Additionally, she 
would deepen her understanding of media and information literacy to enhance her teaching and the Library's information 
literacy instruction program. 
 
Mary Ann Barbato                       Mathematics     
Professor Barbato’s project would focus on mathematics collaboration with staff, faculty and administrators from local 
high schools to align math curriculum with first-year university mathematics courses to ensure that incoming students get 
placed into appropriate mathematics courses and are ready for them. Secondary project (time permitting): Edit OER text 
for math 1600 Informal Math Modeling. 
 
FULL 2023/2024 
 
Benjamin Levy                   Mathematics 
Professor Levy’s approach to his project would be to first build statistical models that relate historic presence data for a 
given marine species to spatial climate data from the same locations in order to determine which environmental drivers 
are most important to movement preferences. With this information, Professor Levy could then test different functional 
responses for spatial movement that incorporate all relevant climate drivers. Professor Levy’s working idea for identifying 
the correct functional form is to measure error between model output with the NOAA bottom trawl data from the same 
location. Dr. Levy can partition the dataset into training and validation sets to help with the process. The project would 
provide valuable insight into how environmental change influences marine species and can help to both predict future 
spatial population trends based on different climate scenarios. Dr. Levy plans to publish his findings in peer-reviewed 
journals. 
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Coversheet

Personnel Actions (N03-22/23)

Section: V. Notifications
Item: A. Personnel Actions (N03-22/23)
Purpose: FYI
Submitted by:
Related Material: Notification Report November 2022.pdf
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Jannette (Janet) Mendez, Ed.D Staff Assistant Hammond Campus Center Building Manager $32,700.00
Effective: 10/24/2022 Student Development Temp Contract

Joanna (Jo) Nazro Staff Associate, Technical Director $60,000.00
Effective: 11/14/2022 Communications Media

Nathan Obin, MBA Director of Upward Bound Math and Science $63,000.00
Effective: 10/31/2022 Upward Bound Math and Science

Ehtishamuddin (Shami) Qazi Associate Director of Maintenance $96,900.00
Effective: 11/1/2022 Capital Planning and Maintenance

Kevin Austin Professor $139,630.13
Effective: 5/31/2023 Computer Science

Yvonnie Malcolm Comptroller From $128,701.19
Effective: 10/24/2022 Financial Services To: $138,701.19

Amber Deschenes Assistant Director of Enrollment From $56,420.963
Effective: 10/3/2022 School of Graduate, Online and Continuing Education To: $61,500.00

Bettiann Puera From: Assistant Director, Sports Information Director From $57,117.348

New Hire

Resignation

Change in Salary

Change in Title and Salary

Retirement

TO: Board of Trustees DATE: November 8, 2022
FROM: The President NOTIFICATION NUMBER: N03-22/23
SUBJECT: Personnel Actions
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Effective: 10/17/2022
To: Assistant Director, Sports Information Director/Senior Woman 
Administrator To: $65,000.00
Athletics

Matthew Burke Athletic Director From $125,089.90
Effective: 10/2/2022 Athletics To: $130,289.90

Franca Barricelli From: Interim Associate Vice President, Academic Affairs $168,544.80
Effective: 10/10/2022 To: Associate Vice President, Academic Affairs

Academic Affairs

Kathryn Campbell From: Accountant II (AFSCME) From $70,739.24
Effective: 10/17/2022 To: Staff Associate, CPM Procurement and Budget Manager To: $75,000.00

Capital Planning and Maintenance

Cheryl Armstrong Associate Professor $103,331.96
From: 9/1/2022 Psychological Science
To: 9/1/2023

Promotion

Sabbatical Defferment

Change in Title

Out of Title Pay 
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Coversheet

News Articles

Section: VIII. President's Report
Item: E. News Articles
Purpose: FYI
Submitted by:
Related Material: News Clips Nov 2022.pdf
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