
Adopted August 3, 2021

LCPS Board Policy: Education of Foster and Mobile Youth

Definitions: For the purposes of this annual notice the terms are defined as follows:
1. “Foster youth” refers to any child who has been removed from their home pursuant Welfare and

Institutions Code section 309 and/or is the subject of a petition filed under Welfare and Institutions Code
section 300 or 602. This includes children who are the subject of cases in dependency court and juvenile
justice court.

2. “Former juvenile court school pupils” refers to a student who, upon completion of the student’s second
year of high school, transfers from a juvenile court school to the Charter School.

3. “Child of a military family” refers to a student who resides in the household of an active duty military
member.

4. “Currently Migratory Child” refers to a child who, within the last 12-months, has moved with a parent,
guardian, or other person having custody to the Charter School from another Local Educational Agency
(“LEA”), either within California or from another state, in order that the child or a member of the child’s
immediate family might secure temporary or seasonal employment in an agricultural or fishing activity,
and whose parents or guardians have been informed of the child’s eligibility for migrant education
services. “Currently Migratory Child” includes a child who, without the parent/guardian, has continued to
migrate annually to secure temporary or seasonal employment in an agricultural or fishing activity.

5. “Pupil participating in a newcomer program” means a pupil who is participating in a program designed to
meet the academic and transitional needs of newly arrived immigrant pupils that has as a primary
objective the development of English language proficiency.

Within this notice, foster youth, former juvenile court school pupils, a child of a military family, a currently
migratory child, and a pupil participating in the newcomer program will be collectively referred to as “Foster and
Mobile Youth.” Within this notice, a parent, guardian, or other person holding the educational rights for a Foster
and Mobile Youth will be referred to as a “parent.”

Foster and Mobile Youth Liaison :  The CEO or designee designates the following staff person as the Liaison for
Foster and Mobile Youth:

Stephen Ajani, Director of Student Services
433 Hegenberger Road, Suite 201
Oakland, CA. 94621
stephen.ajani@lighthousecharter.org
510-562-8801
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The Foster and Mobile Youth Liaison’s responsibilities include but are not limited to the following:
1. Ensuring and facilitating the proper educational placement, enrollment in school, and checkout from

school of foster children.
2. Assisting foster children when transferring from one school to another school in ensuring proper transfer

of credits, records and grades.

School Stability: LCPS will work with foster youth and their parent to ensure that each pupil is placed in the
least restrictive educational programs, and has access to the academic resources, services, and extracurricular
and enrichment activities that are available to all pupils, including, but not necessarily limited to, interscholastic
sports. All decisions regarding a foster youth’s education and placement will be based on the best interest of the
child and shall consider, among other factors, educational stability and the opportunity to be educated in the
least restrictive educational setting necessary to achieve academic progress.

Foster youth, currently migratory children and children of military families have the right to remain in their school
of origin if it is their best interest. The Charter School will immediately enroll a foster youth, currently migratory
child or child of a military family seeking reenrollment in LCPS as the student’s school of origin. If a dispute arises
regarding a foster youth’s request to remain in LCPS as the school of origin, the foster youth has the right to
remain in LCPS pending the resolution of the dispute. LCPS will also immediately enroll any foster youth,
currently migratory child or child of a military family seeking to transfer to LCPS (subject to the Charter School’s
capacity and pursuant to the procedures stated in the Charter School’s charter and Board policy) regardless of
the student’s ability to meet normal enrollment documentation or uniform requirements (e.g. producing medical
records or academic records from a previous school).

Foster youth, currently migratory children, and children of military families have the right to remain in their
school of origin following the termination of the child’s status as a foster youth, currently migratory child or child
of a military family, as follows:

1. For students in Kindergarten through eighth grade, inclusive, the student will be allowed to continue in
the school of origin through the duration of the academic year in which the student’s status changed.

2. For students enrolled in high school, the student will be allowed to continue in the school of origin
through graduation.

Graduation Requirements: Foster and Mobile Youth who transfer to LCPS any time after the completion of their
second year of high school, and pupils participating in a newcomer program who are in their third or fourth year
of high school, shall be exempt from any of the Charter School’s graduation requirements that are in excess of
the California minimum graduation requirements specified in Education Code section 51225.3 (“additional
graduation requirements”) unless LCPS makes a finding that the student is reasonably able to complete the
Charter School’s graduation requirements by the end of the student’s fourth year of high school.

To determine whether a Foster and Mobile Youth is in their third or fourth year of high school, either the number
of credits the student has earned to the date of transfer or the length of the student’s school enrollment may be
used, whichever will qualify the student for the exemption. In the case of a pupil participating in a newcomer
program, enrollment in grade 11 or 12 may be used to determine whether the student is in their third or fourth
year of high school.
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Within thirty (30) calendar days of the date that a student who may qualify for exemption under the above
requirements transfers into LCPS, LCPS shall notify the student, the parent, and where applicable, the student’s
social worker or probation officer, of the availability of the exemption and whether the student qualifies for an
exemption.

LCPS shall notify students who are exempted from LCPS’s additional graduation requirements and the student’s
parent how any of the requirements that are waived will affect the pupil’s ability to gain admission to a
postsecondary educational institution and provide information about transfer opportunities available through the
California Community Colleges.

LCPS shall not require any student who would otherwise be entitled to remain in attendance at LCPS to accept
the exemption from LCPS’s additional graduation requirements or deny the student enrollment in, or the ability
to complete, courses for which the student is otherwise eligible. LCPS shall not revoke an exemption and shall
grant an eligible student’s request for the exemption at any time if the student qualifies, regardless of whether
the student previously declined the exemption. An eligible student’s exemption from LCPS’s additional
graduation requirements will continue to apply while the student is enrolled in LCPS or if the student transfers to
another school even after the court’s jurisdiction terminates or the student no longer meets the definition of a
child of military family, a currently migratory child or a pupil participating in a newcomer program.

LCPS shall not require or request that a student transfer schools in order to qualify the student for the
exemption. Nor shall a student, a student’s parent/guardian or educational rights holder, or a student’s social
worker or probation officer request a transfer solely to qualify for an exemption from LCPS’s additional
graduation requirements.

If a student who is exempted from LCPS’s additional graduation requirements completes the California minimum
coursework requirements specified in Education Code section 51225.3 before the end of the student’s fourth
year of high school and would otherwise be entitled to remain in attendance at LCPS, LCPS shall not require or
request that the student graduate before the end of the student’s fourth year of high school.

If the Charter School determines the student is reasonably able to complete the Charter School’s graduation
requirements by the end of the student’s fifth year of high school, the Charter School shall do the following:

1. Inform the student of the student’s option to remain at the Charter School for a fifth year to
complete the Charter School’s graduation requirements.

2. Inform the student, and the educational rights holder for the student, about how remaining in
school for a fifth year to complete the Charter School’s graduation requirements will affect the
student’s ability to gain admission to a postsecondary educational institution.

3. Provide information to the student about transfer opportunities available through the California
Community Colleges.

4. Permit the student to stay at the Charter School for a fifth year to complete the Charter School’s
graduation requirements upon agreement with the student, if the student is 18 years of age or
older, or, if the student is under 18 years of age, upon agreement with the educational rights
holder for the student.
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Acceptance of Course Work: LCPS will accept any coursework satisfactorily completed at any public school, a
juvenile court school, a school in a country other than the United States, and/or a nonpublic, nonsectarian
school or agency by a Foster and Mobile Youth.

LCPS will provide Foster and Mobile Youth credit for the partial completion of courses taken while attending a
public school, a juvenile court school, a school in a country other than the United States, and/or a nonpublic,
nonsectarian school or agency. If the student did not complete the entire course, LCPS shall not require the
student to retake the portion of the course the student completed unless LCPS, in consultation with the holder
of educational rights for the student, finds that the pupil is reasonably able to complete the requirements in time
to graduate from high school. When partial credit is awarded in a particular course, the Foster and Mobile Youth
shall be enrolled in the same or equivalent course, if applicable, so that the student may continue and complete
the entire course. These students shall not be prevented from taking or retaking a course to meet California
State University or the University of California admission eligibility requirements.

Student Records: When LCPS receives a transfer request and/or student records request for the educational
information and records of a foster youth from a new local educational agency (“LEA”), LCPS shall provide these
student records within two (2) business days. LCPS shall compile the complete educational record of the pupil,
including but not limited to a determination of seat time, full or partial credits earned, current classes and
grades, immunization and other records, and, if applicable, a copy of the pupil’s  special education records
including assessments, IEPs, and/or 504 plans. All requests for student records will be shared with the Foster
and Mobile Youth Liaison, who shall be aware of the specific educational record keeping needs of Foster and
Mobile Youth.

LCPS shall not lower a foster youth’s grades as a result of the student’s absence due to a verified court
appearance, related court ordered activity, or a change the placement of the student made by a county or
placing agency. If a foster youth is absent from school due to a decision to change the placement of the student
made by a county or placing agency, the grades and credits of the pupil will be calculated as of the date the
student left LCPS.

In accordance with LCPS’s Educational Records and Student Information Policy, under limited circumstances,
LCPS may disclose student records or personally identifiable information contained in those records to certain
requesting parties including but not limited to a foster family agency and state and local authorities within a
juvenile justice system, without parental consent.

Discipline Determinations: If LCPS intends to extend the suspension of any foster/ youth pending a
recommendation for expulsion, LCPS will invite the student’s attorney and an appropriate representative from
the relevant county agency to participate in the meeting at which the extension of the suspension will be
discussed.

If LCPS intends to suspend for more than ten (10) consecutive school days or expel a student with a disability
who is also a foster youth due to an act for which the recommendation for expulsion is discretionary, LCPS will
invite the student’s attorney and an appropriate representative from the relevant county agency to participate in
the Manifestation Determination Review meeting.
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Complaints of Noncompliance: A complaint of noncompliance with any of the requirements outlined above
may be filed through the Charter School’s Uniform Complaint Procedures. A copy of the Uniform Complaint
Policy and Procedures is available upon request at the main office.

Availability of Complete Policy: For any Foster and Mobile Youth who enrolls at the Charter School, a copy of
the Charter School’s complete foster and mobile youth policy shall be provided at the time of enrollment. A
copy of the complete Policy is available on the LCPS website or upon request at the main office.
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