
1 | P a g e  
 

Palisades Charter High School 

COURSE-BASED INDEPENDENT STUDY LEARNING AGREEMENT 

STUDENT NAME: ___________________________________________ DATE: _______________ 

DURATION OF LEARNING AGREEMENT: FALL 2022 
 
Course-based independent study is optional pursuant to Education Code Sections 51749.5 and 51749.6, and no student shall be 
required to enroll in independent study courses.  
 
COURSE-BASED INDEPENDENT STUDY COURSES: 

Course Supervising Teacher Duration Credits 

    

    

    

    

 
 

Objectives, Methods of Study, Methods of Evaluation, and Resources:  

 Objectives: We understand that the pupil is to complete the subjects/courses listed and, and that subject/course 
objectives reflect the curriculum adopted by PCHS's governing board and are consistent with PCHS standards, as 
outlined in PCHS's subject/course descriptions. PCHS shall provide content aligned to grade-level standards that are 
substantially equivalent to in-person instruction which includes access to all courses offered by PCHS for graduation 
and approved by the UC or CSU as creditable under the A-G admissions criteria. 

 Methods of study: We understand that methods of study for the pupil shall include but are not limited to independent 
reading, textbook activities, computerized curriculum, essays, projects, listening to and engaging in teacher-made 
lessons, and drill & practice.  

 Methods of evaluation: We understand that methods of evaluation for the pupil will include quizzes, tests, work 
samples, observations, state standards testing, labs, and final examinations.  

 Resources: We understand that PCHS will provide appropriate instructional materials and personnel to enable the student 
to complete the assigned work. Resources must include those reasonably necessary to the achievement of the objectives 
and must include resources that are normally available to all students on the same terms as the terms on which they are 
available to all. The school will confirm or provide access to all pupils to the connectivity and devices adequate to 
participate in the educational program and complete assigned work. 
 

Educational Resources: PCHS shall ensure that all pupils have textbooks, online resources, a credentialed teacher or teachers, 

adequate school supplies, and connectivity and devices to participate in the course or courses described herein and to complete 

assigned work. 

Statement Regarding Special Populations: PCHS shall utilize its Student Success Progress Team process to address the needs of pupils 

who are not performing at grade level, or who need support in other areas, such as English Learners, pupils in foster care, or pupils 

who are experiencing homelessness, and/or pupils requiring mental health support. The Charter School complies with the Individuals 

with Disabilities Education Act (“IDEA”) and is committed to meeting the needs of individuals with exceptional needs in order to be 

consistent with the pupil’s individualized education program (“IEP”). Policies, procedures, and guidelines are in place to ensure that 

pupils are identified, assessed, and provided a free appropriate public education in the least restrictive environment. The school 

complies with Section 504 of the federal Rehabilitation act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. Sec. 794) and is committed to providing equivalent access 

to and providing a free appropriate public education to all students with disabilities.  
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Voluntary Statement: Enrollment in a course authorized pursuant to Education Code Section 51749.5 is an optional educational 
alternative in which no pupil may be required to participate. In the case of a pupil who is referred or assigned to any school, class, or 
program pursuant to Education Code Section 48915 or 48917, instruction may be provided to the pupil through course-based 
independent study only if the pupil is offered the alternative of classroom instruction. 

Pupil-Parent-Educator Conference: Before signing a written agreement for Independent Study, a pupil, or their parent, guardian, or 
caregiver if the pupil is less than 18 years of age, may request that the Charter School conduct a telephone, videoconference, or in-
person parent-pupil-educator conference, during which the pupil, parent or guardian, and, if requested by the pupil or parent, an 
education advocate may ask questions about educational options, such as academic and nonacademic supports that will be made 
available to participating pupils, and the curriculum offerings. 

The manner, time, frequency, and place for submitting a pupil’s assignments, for reporting the pupil’s academic progress, and  for 
communicating with a pupil’s parent or guardian regarding a pupil’s academic progress: 

 
Manner: On-line submissions 
Time: During school week as assigned by Supervising Teacher 
Frequency: Every five instructional days 
Place: Through Schoology or agreed-upon online method 

 

Maximum Length of Assignment and Evaluation of Whether or not the pupil should be allowed to continue in course-based 

independent study: According to the PCHS independent study policy for all pupils in grades 9-12, the maximum length of time 

allowed between the date the assignment is made and the date the assignment is due is five (5) school days. After 4 missed 

assignments during any course in which the pupil is enrolled, or if the pupil is not making satisfactory educational progress as 

defined, below, an evaluation will be made to determine whether independent study is an appropriate strategy for this pupil. 

“Satisfactory educational progress” is measured by all of the following indicators: 

 The pupil’s achievement and engagement in the independent study program, as indicated by the pupil’s performance on 
applicable pupil-level measures of pupil achievement and pupil engagement set forth in Education Code Section 52060(d) 
paragraphs (4) and (5). 

 The completion of assignments, assessments, or other indicators that evidence that the pupil is working on assignments. 

 Learning required concepts, as determined by the supervising teacher. 

 Progressing toward successful completion of the course of study or individual course, as determined by the supervising 
teacher.  

 
BOARD POLICIES 

1. Every student that engages in course-based independent study does so in accordance with a signed learning agreement which 
is completed and on file pursuant to Education Code Section 51749.6. 

2. All courses are taught under the general supervision of certificated employees who hold the appropriate subject matter 
credential pursuant to Section 44300 or 44865, or subdivision (l) of Section 47605, and are employed by PCHS. 

3. All course-based independent study courses are annually certified, by PCHS Board of Directors resolution, to be of the same 
rigor, educational quality, and intellectual challenge substantially equivalent to in-person instruction and equivalent 
classroom-based courses and shall be aligned to all relevant local and state content standards. As a high school. this shall 
include access to all courses offered by the local educational agency for graduation and approved by the University of 
California or the California State University as creditable under the A-G admissions criteria. 

4. This certification shall, at a minimum, include the duration, number of equivalent daily instructional minutes for each school 
day that a pupil is enrolled, number of equivalent total instructional minutes, number of course credits for each course, and 
a plan for at least weekly synchronous instruction throughout the school year. 

5. All pupils enrolled in courses authorized by this section shall meet the applicable age requirements established pursuant to 
Education Code Section 47612.1 and shall meet the applicable residency and enrollment requirements established pursuant 
to Education Code Sections 47612 and 51747.3. 

6. An individual with exceptional needs, as defined in Education Code Section 56026, shall not participate in course-based 
independent study, unless the pupil’s individualized education program developed pursuant to Article 3 (commencing with 
Section 56340) of Chapter 4 of Part 30 specifically provides for that participation. 

7. A temporarily disabled pupil shall not receive individual instruction pursuant to Section 48206.3 through course-based 
independent study. 
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8. For all pupils in grades 9-12, the maximum length of time allowed between the date the assignment is made and the date the 
assignment is due is five (5) instructional days. After 4 missed assignments during any course in which the pupil is enrolled, 
or if the pupil is not making satisfactory educational progress as defined, below, an evaluation will be made to determine 
whether course-based independent study is an appropriate strategy for this pupil.  

9. Satisfactory educational progress shall be determined based on all of the following indicators: 
a.  The pupil’s achievement and engagement in the independent study program, as indicated by the pupil’s 

performance on applicable pupil-level measures of pupil achievement and pupil engagement set forth in paragraphs 
(4) and (5) of subdivision (d) of Education Code Section 52060. 

b.  The completion of assignments, assessments, or other indicators that evidence that the pupil is working on 
assignments. 

c. Learning required concepts, as determined by the supervising teacher. 
d. Progressing toward successful completion of the course of study or individual course, as determined by the 

supervising teacher. 

 If satisfactory educational progress in one or more courses is not being made, certificated employees providing 
instruction shall notify the pupil and, if the pupil is less than 18 years of age, the pupil’s parent or legal guardian, and 
conduct an evaluation to determine whether it is in the best interest of the pupil to remain in the course or whether the 
pupil should be referred to an alternative program, which may include, but is not limited to, a regular school program. A 
written record of the findings of an evaluation made pursuant to this subdivision shall be treated as a mandatory interim 
pupil record. The record shall be maintained for a period of three years from the date of the evaluation and, if the pupil 
transfers to another California public school, the record shall be forwarded to that school. 

10. Procedures for tiered reengagement strategies for all pupils who are not making satisfactory educational progress in one or 
more courses, or who are in violation of the written learning agreement pursuant to Education Code Section 51749.6. These 
procedures shall include, but are not necessarily limited to, all of the following: 

a. Verification of current contact information for each enrolled pupil. 
b. A plan for outreach from the school to determine pupil needs, including connection with health and social services 

as necessary. 
c. A clear standard for requiring a pupil-parent-educator conference to review a pupil’s written learning agreement, 

and reconsider the independent study course’s impact on the pupil’s achievement and well-being. 
 

11. Written or computer-based evidence of satisfactory educational progress, as described above, shall be retained for each 
course and pupil. At a minimum, this evidence shall include a grade book or summary document that, for each course, lists 
all assignments, examinations, and associated grades. 
 

12. PCHS shall transition pupils whose families wish to return to in-person instruction from course-based independent study 
expeditiously, and, in no case, later than five instructional days. 
 

13.  A proctor shall administer examinations. 
 

14. Statewide testing results for pupils enrolled in any course authorized pursuant to this section shall be reported and assigned 
to the PCHS. Statewide testing results for pupils enrolled in a course or courses pursuant to this section shall be disaggregated 
for purposes of comparing the testing results of those pupils to the testing results of pupils enrolled in classroom-based 
courses. 
 

15. A pupil shall not be required to enroll in courses authorized by this section. 
 

16. PCHS shall comply with the pupil-to-certificated-employee ratio limitations established pursuant to Education Code Section 
51745.6. 
 

17.  For each pupil, the combined equivalent daily instructional minutes for enrolled courses authorized by this section and 
enrolled courses authorized by all other laws and regulations shall meet the minimum instructional day requirements 
applicable to the local educational agency. Pupils enrolled in courses authorized by this section shall be offered the minimum 
annual total equivalent instructional minutes pursuant to Education Code Section 47612.5. 
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18.  Courses required for high school graduation or for admission to the University of California or California State University shall 
not be offered exclusively through independent study. 
 

19.  A pupil participating in independent study shall not be assessed a fee prohibited by Section 49011. 
 

20. A pupil shall not be prohibited from participating in independent study solely on the basis that the pupil does not have the 
materials, equipment, or internet access that are necessary to participate in the independent study course. 
 

21. For purposes of computing average daily attendance for each pupil enrolled in course-based independent study, the following 
computations shall apply: 
 

a.  For each school day, add the combined equivalent daily instructional minutes, as certified above, for courses 
authorized by this section in which the pupil is enrolled. 

b. For each school day, add the combined daily instructional minutes of courses authorized by all other laws and 
regulations in which the pupil is enrolled and for which the pupil meets applicable attendance requirements. 

c. For each school day, add the sum of subparagraphs (a) and (b). 
d. If subparagraph (c) meets applicable minimum school day requirements for each school day, and all other 

requirements in this section have been met, credit each school day that the pupil is demonstrating satisfactory 
educational progress pursuant to the requirements of this section, with up to one school day of attendance. 

e. Using credited school day attendance pursuant to paragraph (2), calculate average daily attendance pursuant to 
Education Code Section 47612 for each pupil. 

f. The average daily attendance computed herein shall not result in more than one unit of average daily attendance 
per pupil. 

g. Average daily attendance computed for pupils enrolled in courses authorized by this policy shall not be credited with 
average daily attendance other than what is specified in this policy and Education Code Section 51749.5. 

h.  If more than 10 percent of the total average daily attendance of PCHS is claimed pursuant to this policy, then the 
amount of average daily attendance for all pupils enrolled by PCHS in courses authorized pursuant to this section 
that is in excess of 10 percent of the total average daily attendance for PCHS shall be reduced by either the statewide 
average rate of absence for high school districts for grades 9 to 12, inclusive, as calculated by the California 
Department of Education for the prior fiscal year, with the resultant figures and ranges rounded to the nearest 10th. 

* * * 
This signed learning agreement constitutes permission from the pupil’s parent or legal guardian, if the pupil is less than 18  years 

of age, for the pupil to receive instruction through course-based independent study. Written agreements may be signed using an 

electronic signature that complies with state and federal standards and as approved by the California Department of Education. 

An electronic signature is intended by the signatory to have the same effect as a handwritten signature. The use of an electronic 

signature shall have the same force and effect as the use of a manual signature. 

Student Signature: ___________________________________ Date: _____________ 

Parent/Guardian  
Signature: _____________________________________  Date: _____________ 

Certificated employee who has been designated as having responsibility for the general supervision of independent study: 

__________________________________ Date: _____________ 

  

Certificated employee designated as having responsibility for the special education programming of the pupil, as applicable: 

____________________________________________ Date: _____________ 

 


