Argument Writing Vertical Alignment Grades 6-12
English Department Meeting 3/13/25
Essay Samples 2024-2025

California Common Core State Standards (refer to Writing section pp. 56-64)

Input from:

Strengths:
Great evidence

Great citations

Strong transitions

Great hooks!

Sophisticated syntax

High School Key Takeaways:
Punctuation needs work

Sentences are too long and go off topic
Students need to read aloud and revise
Counterclaims and Rebuttals need to be more robust

Followed overall essay structure

Commentary nicely connects to concrete Detail
Great paragraph structure

Strengths:
Good hook and background included in introduction
Clear body paragraph organization (2+:2+)
Incorporating more transitions

Starting to use parenthetical citations
Good evidence

Middle School Key Takeaways:
Elaborate on commentary with stronger connection to evidence
Develop claims with three reasons/subclaims
Incorporate more proofreading and peer editing
Incorporate source citations
Work on grammar and language conventions
Continue to develop counterargument (7th-8th)
Use objective tone; remove “I” claims

Grade 6

Grade 7

Grade 8

Grade 9

Grade 10

Grade 11

Grade 12

Use essay outline
with sentence
starters and
transition words.

Introduce a claim
with reasons.

Identify strong
CDs (guided with
examples); use
direct quotes to

Use essay outline
with sentence
starters and
transition words.

Introduce a claim
with reasons.

Use direct quotes;
paraphrasing. Cite
sources.

Use essay outline
with varied
transition words.

Introduce a claim
with reasons.

Use direct quotes

and paraphrasing.

Cite sources.

Write CM with

By ninth grade,
students should
be using
compound
sentences.

By ninth grade,
students should
have evidence for
both counterclaim
and rebuttal.

By tenth grade,
students should
be using
compound and
complex
sentences.

By tenth grade,
students should
have evidence for
both counterclaim
and rebuttal, AND

By eleventh
grade, students
should be using
compound and
complex
sentences AND

rhetorical devices.

By eleventh
grade, students
should have
evidence for both

By twelfth grade,
students should
be using
compound and
complex
sentences AND
rhetorical devices.

By twelfth grade,
students should
have evidence for
both counterclaim



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1h3YPMTt3QGJDpEjZTkVWIQAmKPmKxsB1?usp=sharing
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/finalelaccssstandards.pdf

support claim. Cite
sources.

Write CM using
precise language
using graphic
organizers.

Reinforce
grammar and
language
conventions

Write CM using
precise language
with clear
connection to CD
using graphic
organizers.

Include a counter
argument with
evidence and cite
sources.

Reinforce
grammar and
language
conventions.

strong connection
to CD using
graphic
organizers.

Include a counter
argument with
evidence and cite
sources.

Use objective
tone; no use of
“you” Or “I”

claims.

more fully
highlighting the
strengths and
weaknesses of
both.

counterclaim and
rebuttal, AND
more fully
highlighting the
strengths and
weaknesses of
both AND address
possible values
and biases.

and rebuttal, AND
more fully
highlighting the
strengths and
weaknesses of
both AND address
possible values
and biases.




