
 

August 31, 2026 
  
TO:                 YPI  Charter Schools 
                        Board of Trustees/  
  
FROM:          ​Yvette King-Berg 
                        Executive Director​
​ ​  
  
SUBJECT: ​ Recommendation to approve YPICS Independent Study Agreement for 
2026-2027 school year 
  
BACKGROUND 
  
The legislation authorizing independent study was enacted in 1976, and originally was designed 
to serve child actors, aspiring Olympic athletes, and other students whose schedules precluded 
regular classroom attendance.  Over the years, independent study has evolved to serve a wide 
range of students.  
  
Independent study (California Education Code [EC] sections 51745–51749.3) is provided as an 
alternative instructional strategy, not an alternative curriculum. Independent study students work 
independently, according to a written agreement and under the general supervision of a 
credentialed teacher or teachers.  
  
Independent study can be used on a short-term or long-term basis. 
  
ANALYSIS 
  
During the first phase of our June 30, 2017 audit, our auditors recommended that the 
Independent Study Agreement be approved annually by the Board.   
  
With new guidelines for Independent Study enacted with the final State budget (AB 130) as a 
result of the continued need for remote learning related to the pandemic, it is essential the YPICS 
Board of Directors understand how YPICS will implement Independent Study for the 2022-2023 
school year and beyond.   
  
The law firm of Young, Minney and Corr provided the following details related to AB 130: 



  
AB 130 mandates updates to Independent Study agreements and will now require procedures for 
tiered re-engagement in response to student absenteeism, added documentation requirements and 
requiring a mandated level of live interaction and synchronous instruction for specific grade 
spans.  The requirements for each grade span include: 
 

•       ​ Grades 4 to 8:  Opportunities for both daily live interaction and at least weekly 
synchronous instruction for all students throughout the school year. 
•             ​ Grades 9 to 12:  Opportunities for at least weekly synchronous instruction for all 
students throughout the school year. 

As defined in the new law, “synchronous instruction” means classroom-style instruction or 
designated small group or one-on-one instruction delivered in person, or in the form of internet 
or telephonic communications, and involving live two-way communication between the teacher 
and student.  Synchronous instruction must be provided by the teacher of record for each student. 
  
“Live interaction” means interaction between the student and charter school classified or 
certificated staff, and may include peers, provided for the purpose of maintaining school 
connectedness, including, but not limited to, wellness checks, progress monitoring, provision of 
services, and instruction.  This interaction may take place in person, or in the form of internet or 
telephonic communication. 
  
Ms. King-Berg, Mr. Duenas, and multiple members of the executive team have participated in 
numerous webinars hosted by law firms and public school advisory organizations to ensure 
specific information regarding the changes to Independent Study initiated by AB 130 is clearly 
understood by all school participants and properly implemented.   
   
RECOMMENDATION 
  
It is recommended that the Board of Trustees approve the Independent Study Agreement for 
2026-2027.  
  


