
Magnolia Public Schools

Academic Committee Meeting

Date and Time
Thursday March 17, 2022 at 7:00 PM PDT

Location
https://zoom.us/j/95296224921?pwd=SE1KQ3JoYUlDcW5NbFRicWFkZERVQT09
Meeting ID: 952 9622 4921 | Passcode: 359662
One tap mobile: +16699009128,,95296224921# US (San Jose)

All members of the public can participate by calling in using the numbers provided above.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and upon request, Magnolia
Public Schools may furnish reasonable auxiliary aids and services to qualified individuals
with disabilities. Members of the public who need special accommodations or translation
are strongly encouraged to contact Magnolia Public Schools at least 24 hours in advance
of the Board meeting so assistance can be assured.

Any public records relating to an agenda item for an open session which are distributed
to all, or a majority of all, of the Board Members shall be available for public inspection.
Magnolia Public Schools values public comment during Board meetings. Pursuant to AB
361 members of the public may address the Board during the Public Comment period on
the day of the board meeting without the need to complete a public speaker form. We
limit individual speakers to three (3) minutes and speakers with interpreters to six (6)
minutes. For any questions regarding this meeting email
board@magnoliapublicschools.org or call 213-628-3634 Ext. 100.

Academic Committee Members:
Ms. Diane Gonzalez, Chair
Ms. Sandra Covarrubias
Dr. Salih Dikbas (alternate)

CEO and Superintendent:
Mr. Alfredo Rubalcava

Agenda
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Purpose Presenter Time

I. Opening Items 7:00 PM

A. Call the Meeting to Order 1 m
B. Record Attendance and Guests 1 m
C. Approval of the Agenda Vote 1 m
D. Public Comments 3 m
E. Announcement from CEO & Superintendent &
Committee Members

3 m

F. Approval of Minutes for Regular Academic
Committee Meeting on February 7, 2022

Approve
Minutes

1 m

II. Discussion Item 7:10 PM

A. Academic Updates Discuss E. Acar 15 m

III. Closing Items 7:25 PM

A. Adjourn Meeting 1 m

2 of 2Powered by BoardOnTrack 2 of 24Powered by BoardOnTrack

Magnolia Public Schools - Academic Committee Meeting - Agenda - Thursday March 17, 2022 at 7:00 PM



Coversheet

Approval of Minutes for Regular Academic Committee Meeting on
February 7, 2022

Section: I. Opening Items
Item: F. Approval of Minutes for Regular Academic Committee Meeting on
February 7, 2022
Purpose: Approve Minutes
Submitted by:
Related Material: Minutes for Academic Committee Meeting on February 7, 2022
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Magnolia Public Schools

Minutes

Academic Committee Meeting

Date and Time
Mon Feb 7, 2022 at 6:00 PM

Location
https://zoom.us/j/95296224921?pwd=SE1KQ3JoYUlDcW5NbFRicWFkZERVQT09
Meeting ID: 952 9622 4921 | Passcode: 359662
One tap mobile: +16699009128,,95296224921# US (San Jose)

All members of the public can participate by calling in using the numbers provided above.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and upon request, Magnolia Public
Schools may furnish reasonable auxiliary aids and services to qualified individuals with disabilities.
Members of the public who need special accommodations or translation are strongly encouraged to
contact Magnolia Public Schools at least 24 hours in advance of the Board meeting so assistance
can be assured.

Any public records relating to an agenda item for an open session which are distributed to all, or a
majority of all, of the Board Members shall be available for public inspection. Magnolia Public
Schools values public comment during Board meetings. Pursuant to AB 361 members of the public
may address the Board during the Public Comment period on the day of the board meeting without
the need to complete a public speaker form. We limit individual speakers to three (3) minutes and
speakers with interpreters to six (6) minutes. For any questions regarding this meeting email
board@magnoliapublicschools.org or call 213-628-3634 Ext. 100.

Academic Committee Members:
Ms. Diane Gonzalez, Chair
Ms. Sandra Covarrubias
Dr. Salih Dikbas (alternate)

CEO and Superintendent:
Mr. Alfredo Rubalcava

Committee Members Present
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D. Gonzalez (remote), S. Covarrubias (remote)

Committee Members Absent
None

Guests Present
A. Rubalcava (remote), J. Lara (remote), J. Obuchi (remote)

I. Opening Items

D. Gonzalez called a meeting of the Academic Committee of Magnolia Public Schools to
order on Monday Feb 7, 2022 at 6:01 PM.

D. Gonzalez made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.
S. Covarrubias seconded the motion.
The committee VOTED to approve the motion.

Roll Call
D. Gonzalez Aye
S. Covarrubias Aye

There were no public comments.

There were no announcements

D. Gonzalez made a motion to approve the minutes from Academic Committee Meeting on
01-12-22.
S. Covarrubias seconded the motion.
The committee VOTED to approve the motion.

Roll Call
D. Gonzalez Aye
S. Covarrubias Aye

II. Recommended Action Item

S. Covarrubias made a motion to approve findings to Conduct Virtual Meetings Pursuant of
AB 361/Government Code Section 54953.
D. Gonzalez seconded the motion.
Academic Committee considered the circumstances of the State of Emergency related to
COVID-19 in which meeting in person can directly impact the ability of the Board and public

Call the Meeting to OrderA.

Record Attendance and GuestsB.

Approval of the AgendaC.

Public CommentsD.

Announcement from CEO & Superintendent & Committee MembersE.

Approval of MinutesF.

Committee Approval of Findings to Conduct Virtual Meetings Pursuant of AB
361/Government Code Section 54953

A.
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to meet safely. As such, local officials are still continuing to recommend measures to
promote social distancing. S. Covarrubias made a motion to adopt the findings relating to the
ability of the Magnolia Public Schools
Academic Committee to conduct meetings due to teleconference during the State of
Emergency, in reference to AB 361/Government Code Section 54953.
S. Covarrubias made a motion to adopt the findings relating to the ability of the Magnolia
Public Schools Academic Committee to conduct meetings due to teleconference during the
State of Emergency, in reference to AB 361/Government Code Section 54953.
The committee VOTED to approve the motion.

Roll Call
S. Covarrubias Aye
D. Gonzalez Aye

III. Closing Items

There being no further business to be transacted, and upon motion duly made, seconded
and approved, the meeting was adjourned at 6:08 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
D. Gonzalez

Adjourn MeetingA.
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Coversheet

Academic Updates

Section: II. Discussion Item
Item: A. Academic Updates
Purpose: Discuss
Submitted by:
Related Material: Agenda Item #IIA_ACM 3:17:22.pdf
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250 E. 1st Street Suite 1500, Los Angeles, CA 90012  |  www.magnoliapublicschools.org 
	

 

 

Proposed Board Motion 
N/A 
 
Background and Introduction  
MPS Chief Academic Officer will update the committee members on school events and activities as well as respond to 

requests from the MPS board members.  

 
 
Budget Implications  
None 

 
Exhibits (attachments): 

• MPS Academic Department Updates presentation  

 

 

Board Agenda Item # IIA- Information/Discussion Item 

Date: March 17, 2022  

To: Magnolia Board of Directors- Academic Committee 

From: Alfredo Rubalcava, CEO & Superintendent 

Staff Lead: Erdinc Acar, Chief Academic Officer 

RE: Academic Department Updates  
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Academic Committee Meeting 
Academic Updates | Date: March 17, 2022 

1
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Upcoming 

2

● March 4 Symposium focusing on Professional Learning 
Communities with Solution Tree was a success

● Assessments  
○ ELPAC  -ongoing
○ Physical Fitness Tests (PFT)
○ Science (CAST) - April - May
○ ELA and Math (SBAC) - May
○ NWEA MAP Spring Tests - May
○ AP Exams - May

● A-G Grant Planning
○ Public Hearing on March 10
○ Board Approval on March 24

● Spring Breaks
○ MSA-San Diego:   3/28-4/1
○ MSA-Santa Ana:4/4-4/8
○ MSA-1 thru 8 : 4/11-4/15

10 of 24Powered by BoardOnTrack

Magnolia Public Schools - Academic Committee Meeting - Agenda - Thursday March 17, 2022 at 7:00 PM

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/145pof-tuqc_wuf4cnk5vp4qXkUOXR4m1a-XC81qdoqA/edit?usp=sharing


STEAM EXPO www.magnoliapublicschools.org/STEMEXPO 

3

Math in Art Competition

Students will explore how math is used to create 
art through the creation of projects. 

Art Contest  - Culturally Responsive Art 
projects. 

Student projects are directly connected to their 
cultures and cultural appreciation. Students' also 
express themselves through different art forms 
represented in the selected culture.
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Authorizer and WASC Visits
WASC Meetings 

○ MSA-4: Mid Cycle- Nov 14-17 - Visit successfully completed

○ MSA-1: Self Study- April 25-27 - Board Member attendance may be required

○ MSA-2: Self Study- March 14-16 - Board Member attendance may be required

○ MSA-3: Self Study- March 7-9 - Visit successfully completed 

Authorizer Visits and preps
○ LAUSD 

■ MSA-4: March 2, 2022  - Visit successfully completed

■ MSA-6: March 3, 2022- Visit successfully completed

■ MSA-8: March 9, 2022- Visit successfully completed

■ MSA-7: March 15, 2022- Visit in process 

○ SBE - MSA-SA: April 26-27  - Board Member attendance is required

○ LACOE - MSA 1, 2, 3, 5 Fall and Spring  - VisitS successfully completed 
○ SDUSD - MSA-SD - May 6 - Board Member attendance is required

4
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Performance on Interim Assessment 
Blocks (IABs)- all grade levels

5

# of Students 
Standards Nearly 

Met/Not Met

Projected 
Proficiency 
(calculated) Total tested

MPS ELA 47.08% 4,894

MPS Grade 11 52.08% 240
# of Students 

Standards Nearly 
Met/Not Met

Projected 
Proficiency 
(calculated)

Total 
tested

MPS Math 47.21% 4,627

MPS Grade 11 57.40% 493

ELA*

MATH*

Interim Assessment Blocks (IABs) focus on smaller sets of targets than ICAs. 
They are intended to provide educators the ability to check where students are at 
that moment in time, and use results to determine next steps for instruction.

*The percent achievement presented does not fully project to expected SBAC 
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Performance on Interim Assessment 
Blocks (IABs)-tested grade levels only

6
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Attendance Data

8

P1 Report
2021-22

Average Daily 
Attendance (ADA) 

Rate
as of 3/10/22

Independent 
Study Participants

MSA 1 91.54% 94.52% 38

MSA 2 93.05% 92.74% 33

MSA 3 89.07% 96.17% 53

MSA 4 87.59% 75.65% 14

MSA 5 91.71% 94.62% 8

MSA 6 93.04% 91.28% 3

MSA 7 91.62% 94.02% 11

MSA Bell 92.72% 92.54% 35

MSA Santa 
Ana 94.88% 96.46% 8

MSA San 
Diego 94.28% 95.73% 3
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Suspension/Expulsion Data

9

2017- 2018 
School Year

2018-2019 
School year 

2019-2020 
School Year

2020-2021 
School Year

2021-2022 
School Year

OUT OF 
SCHOOL 

SUSPENSION 60 73 29 0 33

IN SCHOOL 
SUSPENSION 31 8 3 0 6

EXPULSION
2 3 1 0 2

17 of 24Powered by BoardOnTrack

Magnolia Public Schools - Academic Committee Meeting - Agenda - Thursday March 17, 2022 at 7:00 PM



GATE and 504 Data 

● The Identified GATE Students have increased by 28 for the 21-22 school 
year. MPS Academics will be changing the GATE policies and procedures 
beginning with the 22-23 school year.

● We are striving to include all areas of gifted and talented eligibility. In our 
Identification of our GATE population.

● There are _____ 504 students MPS Wide and we have held _____ 
student 504 plan meetings so far this 21-22 school year. 

10

Total Students Referred for 

Testing

GATE Eligible 

21-22

Eligible Total

MPS Wide 272/ Actuals 199 28 219

MSA 1 51 2 39

MSA 2 27 2 44

MSA 3 27 5 7

MSA 4 4

MSA 5 7 0 11

MSA 6 3 0 10

MSA 7 52 3 7

MSA 8 (Bell) 33 6 43

MSA Santa Ana 34 1 14

MSA San Diego 38 18 40
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Director of Special Education & Support Services 
Dr. Artis Callaham

Supporting SPED and Support Services 

● Daily support to all 10 schools for student crisis intervention and IEP coordination 
● Gifted OLSAT/ Raven’s Testing Coordination /Support to MPS Schools/ Developing Enrichment Program 

for 21-22 school year
● Additional Nuts and Bolts SPED Trainings on Tues mornings for SPED Coordinators, SPED Teachers and 

School Psychologists

Supporting School Sites with Special Education Compliance and Service Provision

● Support Schools in developing and implementing the Learning Loss Recovery programs funded by AB 130 
Learning Loss Mitigation Grant

● Purchasing of Support, enrichment and supplemental materials for LLR and Legal Dispute Reductions
● Attend all Authorizer and SELPA professional Development Meetings/ Share with SPED and Academic 

Teams as appropriate

Supporting Student Support Services /Overall Program
● Provide Guidance and support for all MPS School Psychologists and Social Worker Interns
● Work with Accountability Team to Assist Schools in Completing the MOE, and SPED Related Grant - 

Documentation
● Completing and submitting all SELPA, Authorizer and State required Reports (I.e. Personnel Data, Fiscal, 

ERMHS etc)

Other Highlights 
● Parent Workshop and Pod-Casts Collaborative with Chicago School of Psychology 11
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Director of Math Programs 
Mrs. Traci Lewin 

Supporting Math Teachers 
● Conducting 1-1 support meetings with teachers to provide individualized support 

based on their needs.
● Mentored and supported 2 teacher interns in obtaining their preliminary teaching 

credentials.
● Created and introduced the Math in Art Competition to help increase student 

motivation and support real world connections. Winners of the competition will be 
recognized at MPS STEAM Expo.

Supporting Accelerated Learning
● Provided unit planning tools, resources and unit planning sessions for 4 

standards-aligned units that focus on the essential learning of the grade level with 
secondary math teachers. 

● 4,627 math IABs have been taken by MPS students across the organization with a 
projected proficiency level of 47.21%. Additional IABs will be administered in March 
and April

Math Curriculum Adoption Project
● Created timeline for project with monthly tasks to engage teachers and administrators 

in the math curriculum adoption process.
● Organizing week-long intensive math materials investigation in June for math teachers 

to review materials and provide feedback. 12
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Director of EL and ELA Programs 
Mrs. Katie Mann
Supporting EL Programs
● Held 1-1 meetings with all EL Coordinators to ensure schools are prepared for the 

administration of the Summative ELPAC (training of test administrators, scheduling, etc).
● 703 EL Students are currently eligible for the Summative ELPAC, with 25 on independent study

○ IS students will be tested remotely (optional in-person testing for willing families)
● As of March 9th, 36% of Summative ELPAC assessments have been completed. 

○ Seven schools have begun administering assessments
○ Each assessment consists of 4 domains (Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening). Over 1,100 

domain assessments have been completed.

Supporting ELA Teachers
● Planned and hosted 6 org-wide ELA department PLC meetings, including StudySync curriculum 

training for new and veteran teachers, IAB deep dives, and SBAC prep planning collaboratives. 
● Conducting 1-1 support meetings with ELA teachers to provide individualized support as needed
● 4,894 ELA IABs have been taken by MPS students, with a projected proficiency of 47.08%. 

Additional IABs will be administered in March and April. 

Other Highlights
● Hosting the first annual MPS-wide Women’s History Month Essay Contest
● Program Lead for the Pivot Learning EL Assignments research study 

○ MSA-1, MSA-5, and MSA-SA middle schools participating 

13
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College and Career Readiness and TOSA Program Coor.
Mr. William Gray

Supporting College Counselors and creation of College & Career Readiness & Alumni Programs:
● Organizing biweekly department meetings, monthly PD meetings and 1-on-1 support to college 

counselors. (5 of 6 counselors are new)
● Evaluating tools and curriculum used for guidance.
● Starting our Task Force work for our Alumni and College & Career Readiness Programs

○ Plan to roll them out for the 2022-23 school year.

Supporting TOSA Program: 
● We have had 5 OrgWide collaborative meetings by department and survey teachers each time.
● Two main questions we look at each time are:

● Today's meeting provided me practical strategies that I can use to plan my instruction.
● I feel today's meeting was a good use of my time.

● Next up will be the cultural events, with a few departments participating in the STEAM EXPO. 14
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Director of Student Services 
Mr. Jason Hernandez
Supporting Multi-Tiered Systems of Supports (MTSS) Progression:

● Establishing partnership with agencies to support mental health 
● Evaluated the Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) framework within each school site to 

identify areas of strength and areas of growth. - School-wide PBIS Tiered Fidelity Inventory 2.10
Supporting Student Services in the area of Professional Development for school-site leadership:

● Analyzed various data sets to monitor effectiveness within each school site. (SEL Survey, Wellness Plan, 
PBIS Tiered Fidelity Inventory) 

● Conduct Dean of Student meetings that educate and allow cross-collaboration of sharing promising 
practices

● Established investigation processes and systems to align with annual legislative updates. 
● Continuously developing systems to ensure accurate reporting of disciplinary actions at school sites
● Continuously supporting school sites with high level cases 

Projects
● Conduct Crisis Prevention Institute (CPI) Nonviolent Crisis Intervention training. 
● Effectively cultivate PBIS Tier 1 foundational supports to improve social, emotional, and academic 

outcomes for all students.
● Streamline attendance practices to ensure appropriate interventions and sharing of promising practices 

across MPS
● Streamlining processes to support homeless and foster youth student population 

Other Highlights:
● Updated School Safety Plans
● Updated Title IX process
● Updated Threat Assessment Protocols
● PBIS Assessment 15
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Questions or Comments ?

16
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