
 
Board of Directors Business Meeting  

Agenda Action Item 
 

Item Title  
APPROVAL OF ACCEPTANCE OF GRANTS, GIFTS, AND DONATIONS 

 
Department   
Business & Finance Division 

 
Board Meeting Date 
July 10, 2025 

 
Background  
Tacoma Public Schools pursues and manages competitive and formula-driven grant funding from federal, 
state, local government, non-profit, and private funding sources to fuel our innovative programs. Additionally, 
the District may accept gifts or donations in support of school programs and activities. Board Policies 2104, 
6114, and 6130 guide the acceptance of grants and gifts. As required by Board Policy 2104, Board approval of 
acceptance is requested for the following grants, gifts, or donations valued at $50,000 or greater.  
 
Current Consideration  
Approval of acceptance is requested for grants, gifts, and donations detailed in the attached report. 
 
Fiscal Implication 
Request for acceptance of funds and resources provided by external partners provides transparency for the 
Board of Directors regarding the District's financial responsibilities and ensures appropriate oversight and 
alignment with the District's programs and goals. This standard consent agenda action item satisfies Board 
Policy requirements. 
 
Recommendation 
The Chief Financial Officer recommends that the Board of Directors approve acceptance of the included 
grants, gifts, or donations, and approve the expenditure of funds within accepted guidelines.  
 
Strategic Benchmark 
Partnership and Participation 

 
Approved By 
Chief Financial Officer, Rosalind Medina 
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Tacoma Public Schools | Grants Office 

Approval of Acceptance Request  

Grants, Gifts, and Donations for Current Consideration 

 

Board of Directors Business Meeting | July 10, 2025 

 

Funder Award Title Description Value Indirect  
Cost %  

Cost 
Share 

Duration* Department Administrator 

U.S. Dept. of 
Education – 
Office of Indian 
Education (OIE) 
 

Title VI Indian 
Education Formula 
Grant (25-26) 

To address the unique cultural, 
language, and educational 
needs of American Indian and 
Alaska Native students.  

$266,892 
(preliminary) 

2.43% No 7/1/25 – 
8/31/26 

Indian 
Education 
Program 

David Syth & Taj 
Jensen 

WA Office of 
Superintendent 
of Public 
Instruction 

Special Education 
Safety Net  
(24-25) 

To support school districts with 
a demonstrated capacity for 
Special Education funding in 
excess of state and federal 
funding otherwise provided for 
this purpose. 
 

$5,674,585 
(preliminary) 

0% No 9/1/24-
8/31/25 

Student 
Services 

Elise Friedrich-
Nielsen & 
Melissa Thienes 

WA Office of 
Superintendent 
of Public 
Instruction 

Professional 
Educator Standards 
Board (PESB) – 
Recruiting 
Washington 
Teachers  
(25-26 – 26-27) 

To support implementation 
and expansion of the Recruiting 
Washington Teachers program, 
a ‘grow your own’ high school 
teacher academy that helps 
students explore educational 
opportunities through the lens 
of the teaching profession. 
 

$140,000 0% No 7/1/25 – 
6/30/27 

Career & 
Technical 
Education 

Kristie Wolford 
& Stephanie 
Glenisky 

*Due to routine irregularity in timing between the availability of a complete award agreement and the start date on which funded activities may begin, award 

duration may commence prior to Board approval of acceptance. To ensure appropriate responsiveness to funder and funded project timeline requirements, the 

District may find it necessary to execute an award agreement prior to receipt of Board approval of acceptance. In such instances, the Board maintains the right 

to deny acceptance. Should the Board approve acceptance with conditions, the Grants Office will collaborate with the funder to realize revised, mutually 
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agreeable terms. Should the Board deny acceptance in full, the Grants Office will terminate the award agreement while collaborating with the funder and 

affected stakeholders to minimize impacts. 


