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Board Action Item | Staff Recommendation 
 

Item Summary 
Approve the SCSC Closure Support Grant as presented. 
 

 

Recommendation 
SCSC staff recommends that the SCSC Board of Commissioners approve the SCSC Closure Support 
Grant as presented (SCSC Rule 691-3-.01). 

 

Rationale 
The SCSC Closure Support Grant provides the SCSC an opportunity to offer financial support to state 
charter schools that have surrendered their charter contract or whose charter contract has been 
terminated by the SCSC Board of Commissioners to continue operations, services for students, or 
other essential services as identified by the SCSC staff or Board of Commissioners through the end of 
a school year or other time period determined by the SCSC to minimize harm to students. The 
description and application provide clear eligibility and scoring criteria for consideration of any grant 
award.   

 

Strategic Plan Alignment 
Objective: Disseminate research and guidance to all stakeholders on best practices in charter 
schooling. 
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SCSC Closure Support Grant 
 

Purpose & Description  
The State Charter Schools Commission of Georgia (SCSC) provides grant opportunities to 
support academic, governance, and operational compliance and excellence at schools 
authorized by the SCSC in accordance with SCSC Rule 691-3-.01. 
The Closure Support Grant is designed to provide financial support to schools that have 
surrendered their charter contract or whose charter contract has been terminated by the SCSC 
Board of Commissioners to continue operations, services for students, or other essential 
services as identified by the SCSC staff or Board of Commissioners through the end of a school 
year or other time period determined by the SCSC to minimize harm to students. 

 
Application Information and Instructions 
All information about SCSC Grant opportunities is posted on the SCSC’s website at 
SCSC.Georgia.gov. The SCSC also provides information about available grants directly to 
schools authorized by the SCSC through newsletters. 
Closure Support Grant applications will be made available to schools upon request. The SCSC 
will determine eligibility based on the criteria listed below. Once a school is deemed eligible and 
receives a copy of the application, all final application materials must be emailed to 
grants@scsc.georgia.gov. Applications will not be accepted in person, fax, or via mail delivery 
service. Application deadlines will be established by the SCSC at the time of eligibility 
determination. 
All questions should be submitted to grants@scsc.georgia.gov. Please indicate the school’s 
name and grant name in the subject line. 

Formatting 
Grant applications may not exceed 15 pages, including any supplemental information, with 1” 
margins and a font size between 11-12 points.  
Documents must be in .PDF or .DOC format.  

Grant Opportunity 
The SCSC will award grants to schools based on eligibility criteria, application scoring, and fund 
availability.  

Grant Term 
Grants will have a term of no less than thirty (30) days and no longer than twelve (12) months 
following the termination of the charter contract.  
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Eligibility  
State charter schools that have surrendered their charter contract or whose charter contract has 
been suspended, terminated, or non-renewed by the SCSC Board of Commissioners are 
eligible to apply.   

Permissible Grant Activities and Expenditures 
Permissible grant activities and expenditures include the following: 

• The continuation of instruction and essential services to students throughout the 
remainder of the academic year. 

• Assistance to complete essential closure-related tasks as outlined in the SCSC’s 
Closure Guide, including but not limited to records transfer, data sign-off, and asset 
redistribution. 

• Other activities deemed essential by the SCSC to support the effective winddown of 
school operations.  

• The SCSC must approve the final grant budget and allowable expenditures after grant 
award prior to the expenditure or reimbursement of funds. 

Prohibited grant activities and expenditures include the following: 

• Paying down any debts or outstanding obligations that the school may have accrued; 
• Marketing activities, advertising, or public relations;  
• Defense or prosecution of criminal and civil proceedings, claims, or appeals; 
• Facility construction or site improvements (unless approved by the SCSC to remediate 

damage from an emergency or remediate an immediate threat to health and safety);  
• Lobbying activities;  
• Payment of fines, penalties, damages, or settlements or repayment of unallowable costs 

for other grants;  
• Salary bonuses, increases, or severance fees to staff; 
• Subgrants to other entities;  
• Goods or services for personal use; or  
• Any other use not consistent with state law or regulation. 

 

Application Scoring 
Applications will be scored by at least two reviewers based on the criteria listed below. 

Criteria Possible Score 

Statement of Need: The Statement of Need clearly describes the 
school’s position and how a lack of funds will impact the school’s ability to 
provide a safe learning environment for the duration of the school’s 
operational period and to wind down operations in accordance with the 
SCSC’s Closure Guide. There is compelling evidence that the situation is 
urgent and in the best interest of students.  

20 

Evaluation of Current Financial Position: The school’s supplemental 
financial submissions support the overall statement of need. The school 
can substantiate that it has exhausted other financial avenues to support 
closure obligations prior to requesting grant funds. 

20 
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Activity Description: Activities directly address requirements in the 
SCSC’s Closure Guide. A plan to carry out the activities with a timeline 
and responsible parties is included.  

20 

Budget Description and Narrative: The budget is detailed, and 
expenses are reasonable, allowable, and necessary to meet grant 
objectives. The narrative provides an explanation for budget line items 
that connects to the activities described. 

20 

TOTAL  80 

Awards shall be considered based on fund availability and application score. Applications must 
receive a minimum score of 50 points to be considered for a grant award. A score of 50 or 
higher does not guarantee a grant award, and the SCSC may award grants at a lower dollar 
amount than the request.  
Grant application scores and grant award decisions may not be appealed.  

Grant Application Process 
1. Charter school submits grant application via email. 
2. SCSC staff review applications for eligibility and completeness. 

a. Staff may require additional information or clarification.  
b. Applications that are not complete or do not adhere to the application instructions 

will be deemed ineligible for grant funding. 
3. Reviewers analyze and score grant applications. 
4. SCSC convenes reviewers to align and review significant discrepancies in scoring. 
5. SCSC staff total scores from reviewers. 
6. SCSC staff develop list of recommended grant awards. Grant applicants are notified. 
7. SCSC Board of Commissioners votes on grant awards. 
8. Applicants are notified of grant awards / non-award via email. 
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SCSC Closure Support Grant Application  
 
Applicant Information Response 

Name of Charter School  

 

Grant Application Contact 
Name and Title 

 
 

Contact Email Address  
 

Contact Phone Number  
 

Total Funds Requested  $ 

 
Narrative Responses 
Statement of Need 
Provide a description of the need for grant funds. The explanation should describe how the 
funds will support the school’s ability to provide a safe learning environment for the duration of 
the operational period and the wind-down of school operations in accordance with the SCSC’s 
Closure Guide. 

 
 
 
 
 

Evaluation of Current Financial Position 
Provide a description of the school’s current financial position. Details should align with the 
grant’s required supplemental financial submissions and support the overall request. The 
description should substantiate that the school has exhausted other financial avenues to 
support closure obligations prior to requesting grant funds. 

 
 
 
 
 



SCSC Closure Support Grant Application p. 5  

Description of Activities 
Describe the activities your school would undertake with this grant. Explain how the activities 
are necessary to maintain a safe learning environment for students and support closure 
obligations. 

 
 
 
 

Additional Information  
Provide any additional information for the reviewers to consider about this grant application. 

 
 
 
 

 

Budget 
Provide a budget to support the grant goals the school is proposing. All expenditures must 
directly support the school’s ability to provide a safe learning environment for the duration of the 
school’s operational period and ability to wind down operations in accordance with the SCSC’s 
Closure Guide. 

Item Description 
Use a separate line for each type of expenditure (i.e., digitizing records, 
staff salaries, contractor expenses). Include the name of the vendor if 
known. 

Cost 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
TOTAL $ 

*Total must match the amount requested on page 1. 

 
 



SCSC Closure Support Grant Application p. 6  

Budget Narrative 
Provide an explanation for each proposed expenditure, including the amount of funds, 
justification for the expenditure, and description of each activity. The order of expenditures 
described in the budget narrative must correspond to the line-item sequence in the budget 
table. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Other Information Required  

1. Attach bank statements for the prior three (3) months.  
2. Attach financial statements for the prior three (3) months.  
3. Attach any supporting documentation that may assist reviewers. (optional)   
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State Charter Schools Commission Closure Support Grant 
Assurance  
Part I.  Charter School Information 
Name of the Charter School: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Part II.  Applicant Contact Information 
Applicants must designate one individual to serve as the contact for official communications.  
Please note that this information may be requested and provided pursuant to the Georgia Open 
Records Act. Applicants should avoid listing personal numbers and email addresses whenever 
possible. 
 
Name: ______________________________ Title: _____________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________   Phone Number: _________________ 
     ___________________________   
Email Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
Part III.  Assurances and Signatures 
All assurances must be initialed by the chairperson of the charter school’s governing board.  
The charter school leader and chairperson must sign below the final assurance to further 
indicate understanding and agreement to the terms and conditions of receiving funding for 
Closure Support Grant (“Grant”). If approved, the Charter School will be obligated to comply 
with these terms and conditions through issuance of a Grant Award Notice.  
_____ 1. The Charter School will utilize all funding provided under this Grant in accordance with 
all applicable state laws and regulations.  
_____ 2. The Charter School will expend all funding provided under this Grant in accordance 
with the budget approved by SCSC staff after Grant award, within the Grant Term.  
_____ 3. The Charter School will obtain prior written approval from the SCSC Executive Director 
or designee in the event its expenditures deviate from the approved budget for any Grant award 
by 10% or more per line item.    
_____ 4. The Charter School will not utilize any funding provided under this Grant for expenses 
that are prohibited in the Grant description/application. 
_____ 5. The Charter School will adhere to the fund request process and any required 
documentation procedures, including, but not limited to, providing copies of invoices, receipts, 
and proof of payment for Grant expenditures.  
_____ 6. The Charter School will submit all required data and reports related to this Grant 
required by the SCSC in a timely manner and will participate in any required training.  
_____ 7. The Charter School will not sell, encumber, or otherwise dispose of supplies, 
equipment, or property purchased with funding provided by this Grant prior to the end of its 
useful life without prior notification to the SCSC Executive Director or designee.    
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_____ 8. The Charter School’s programs, services, and activities operate and will continue to 
operate in accordance with the terms of the charter and all applicable federal, state, and local 
laws, rules, and regulations until expiration of the charter contract.  
_____ 9. The Charter School must expend all funds within the Grant Term, unless the SCSC 
Executive Director grants an extension in writing. Funds not expended during the Grant Term 
will be forfeited.   
_____ 10. The SCSC Executive Director may require the Charter School to repay any or all 
Grant funds due to the Charter School’s failure to adhere to its approved budget or due to 
Charter School’s violation of the terms and conditions of the Grant.  
_____ 11. I understand that failure to abide by these assurances will result in corrective action 
by the SCSC, Georgia Department of Education, or State Board of Education, which may 
include, but is not limited to, the Charter School’s repayment of unallowable costs, the 
termination of the Charter School’s participation in this Grant, and the enforcement of the 
SCSC’s contractual rights under this agreement.  
_____ 12. I hereby attest that the information provided in this Grant application is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge. I acknowledge that I may be subject to a fine of not more 
than $1,000 or imprisonment for not less than one nor more than five years, or both, if I 
knowingly and willfully make a false or fraudulent statement or representation to SCSC pursuant 
to O.C.G.A. § 16-1020. 
 
These assurances are agreed to by: 
 
___________________________________________________ ______________________ 
Charter School Leader        Date 
 
____________________________________________________   ______________________ 
Governing Board Chairperson       Date 
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