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Board Action Item | Staff Recommendation 

Item Summary 
Charter Renewal Recommendation for Northwest Classical Academy. 

Recommendation 
SCSC staff recommend that the SCSC Board of Commissioners approve the renewal application for 
Northwest Classical Academy by authorizing the SCSC Chair to execute a five-year charter contract 
for the operation of a state charter school. 

Rationale 
Northwest Classical Academy is completing its first five-year charter contract. The school met the 
eligibility requirements for a standard five-year renewal by outperforming the schools its students 
would otherwise attend for a majority of the current charter term and in the most recent year, by 
meeting financial standards in all years, and by meeting or approaching operational standards for at 
least 50 percent of the charter term and in the most recent year. 
All evidence indicates that the school will continue to operate as a high-quality charter school 
consistent with the SCSC’s mission and the educational goals of Georgia. 

Strategic Plan Alignment 
Improve public education throughout the State by authorizing high-quality charter schools that 
provide students with better educational opportunities than they would otherwise receive in 
traditional district schools. 
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Northwest Classical Academy  

Attendance Zone  Statewide 

Grade Levels Served K-11 

Total Enrollment 789 

Year Opened 2021-2022 

 

Historical Track Record of Performance 
Section 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 

ACA MEETS MEETS APP MEETS 

FIN 100 100 100/80 85/85 

OPS 69 74 80 98 

 

Northwest Classical Academy is completing its first five-year charter contract, which runs from July 2021 

to June 2026.  

Renewal Position 

School Model: The mission of Northwest Classical Academy (NCA) is “to develop students in mind and 
character through a classical, content-rich curriculum that emphasizes the principles of virtuous living, 
traditional learning, and civic responsibility.” The school implements an educational program focused on 
a Classical/traditional liberal arts education model, literacy skills built through phonics, grammar, and 
Latin instruction, a content-rich curriculum that builds critical cultural literacy in all grades, and an 
emphasis on civic responsibility and virtue as the focus of culture and thematic analysis. 
 
Academic Performance: NCA met academic standards in the first two years of the charter term by 
outperforming the District Comparison score in the elementary grade band and outperforming both the 
District and School Comparison scores in the middle grade band. NCA approached standards in the 2023-
2024 school year, performing on par with its Comparisons. The school also began serving High School in 
the 2023-2024 school year, for which it performed close to its Comparisons across measures, including 
a 2-point outperformance of its District Comparison in Content Mastery.   
In the 2024-2025 school year, NCA met academic standards by outperforming its Comparison scores in 
Content Mastery, Progress, and Grade Band Score in both elementary and middle grades.  In High School, 
NCA outperformed the District Comparison in Content Mastery.  
 
Financial Performance: NCA has consistently met financial standards since its opening by meeting near-
term and sustainability fiscal measures and demonstrating appropriate oversight and management. The 
school’s scores declined slightly in FY25. NCA lost points on Indicator 1 due to an elevated debt‑to‑asset 
ratio. The higher ratio was driven by a significantly higher lease liability due within one year. However, 
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NCA received a clean audit for FY25, reflecting solid internal controls, and the school continues to 
maintain strong financial performance.  
 
Operational Performance: NCA has consistently improved its operational CPF score every year. While 
the school struggled to meet operational standards in its first two years, it received a “Meets” 
designation for the 2023–2024 school year. This is largely due to the school's continued improvement in 
SCSC operations monitoring. In 2024-2025, the school only received one finding in SCSC monitoring and 
remedied it to regain compliance. The continued improvement in the school’s operational score suggests 
it is on the right track to maintain strong operational performance.  
 

 


