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Board Action Item | Staff Recommendation

Charter Renewal Recommendation for Atlanta SMART Academy

Recommendation

SCSC staff recommend that the SCSC Board of Commissioners approve the renewal application for
Atlanta SMART Academy by authorizing the SCSC Chair to execute a five-year charter contract for
the operation of a state charter school serving grades K-8.

Rationale

Atlanta SMART is completing its first five-year charter contract. The school met the eligibility
requirements for a standard five-year renewal by outperforming the schools its students would
otherwise attend for a majority of the current charter term and in the most recent year, and by
meeting or approaching financial and operational standards for at least 50 percent of the charter
term and in the most recent year.

All evidence indicates that the school will continue to operate as a high-quality charter school
consistent with the SCSC’s mission and the educational goals of Georgia.

Strategic Plan Alignment

Improve public education throughout the State by authorizing high-quality charter schools that
provide students with better educational opportunities than they would otherwise receive in
traditional district schools.
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Atlanta SMART Academy

Attendance Zone Statewide
Grade Levels Served @ 5-8
Total Enrollment 202
Year Opened 2021-2022

Historical Track Record of Performance

Section 2021-2022  2022-2023 2023-2024  2024-2025

ACA
FIN 90 90 80/60 90/85
OPS 50 68 73 90

Atlanta SMART Academy is completing its first five-year charter contract, which runs from July 2021 to
June 2026.

Renewal Position

School Model: The mission of Atlanta SMART Academy (Atl. SMART) is to use science, math and the arts
to build innovative solutionists. Innovation solutionists are students who can apply knowledge in order
to propose multiple researched, supported and well thought answer to a problem. The school utilizes
project-based learning with a focus on advanced science and math that includes daily arts instruction.
Additionally, the school offers an longer school year calendar and four extended days and one shortened
day a week.

Academic Performance: Atlanta SMART has shown steady academic growth each year of its charter
term, improving from a “Does Not Meet” designation in its first year to a “Meets” in the 2022-2023 and
2023-2024 school years. In the 2024-2025 school year, the school demonstrated strong academic growth
in the elementary grade band, including a 22-point increase in Content Mastery and a 32-point increase
in Progress. The school’s elementary grade band outperformed its School Comparison across all
measures, including a 10-point outperformance in Grade Band Score. This, paired with a relatively
steady performance in the middle grade band, earned the school an Exceeds designation for the 2024-
2025 school year.

Financial Performance: Atlanta SMART met financial standards in the first two years of operations but
then saw a decline in FY24 due to a reduction in unrestricted days' cash on hand after the one-time
$775,000 ESSER Il — APR Grant was no longer available. In FY25, Atlanta SMART returned to meeting
financial standards. Atlanta SMART also received a clean audit for FY25, further demonstrating its efforts
to improve financial performance.
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Operational Performance: Atlanta SMART struggled to meet operational standards but has consistently
improved each year, earning a “Meets” designation for the 2024-2025 school year for the first time since
opening. In 2024-2025, the school received three findings in operations monitoring, which were
remedied to regain compliance. The school’s continued improvement in the school’s operational score
suggests Atlanta SMART is on the right track to achieve strong operational performance.
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