
State Charter Schools Commission of Georgia

State Charter School Commission of Georgia Board Meeting

Date and Time

Wednesday February 25, 2026 at 10:00 AM EST

Location

SCSC Board Room
1356B Twin Towers East,
2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE
Atlanta, GA 30334

1356 Twin Towers East,
2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Virtual Access:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84427916648?pwd=Sb7CtaC1vb3hWrKWFyQFAa4GCXlIh2.1
Meeting ID: 844 2791 6648
Passcode: 965938
Phone Access: 646-931-3860

Agenda

Purpose Presenter

I. Opening Items
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Purpose Presenter

A. Record Attendance

B. Call the Meeting to Order

C. Approve Minutes Approve
Minutes

Approve minutes for Rescheduled Board Meeting on December 10, 2025

D. Officer Elections Vote Mike Dudgeon

II. Division Reports

A. Executive Director Discuss Donovan Head

• Legislative Update

B. New Schools Division Discuss Kristen Easterbrook

• FY26 Start-up Petition Reminders

III. State Charter Schools Commission - Action Items

A. School Closure Grant Application Vote Kristen Easterbrook

SCSC staff recommend that the SCSC Board of Commissioners approve the SCSC Closure
Support Grant as presented (SCSC Rule 691-3-.01).

B. SCSC Budget Amendment - Add FY26 CSP Budget Vote Michele Neely

SCSC staff recommend that the SCSC Board of Commissioners amend the FY 2026 SCSC budget
by the amount of $4,501,509 in Charter School Program grant funds (federal) for the purpose of
funding subgrantees, providing technical assistance and administrative costs.

IV. SCSC Schools - Action Items

A. Charter Renewal Recommendation: Atlanta SMART Academy Vote Katie Manthey

SCSC staff recommend that the SCSC Board of Commissioners approve the renewal application
for Atlanta SMART Academy by authorizing the SCSC Chair to execute a five-year charter contract
for the operation of a state charter school serving grades K-8.
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Purpose Presenter

B. Charter Renewal Recommendation: Liberty Tech Charter
School

Vote Katie Manthey

SCSC staff recommend that the SCSC Board of Commissioners approve the renewal application
for Liberty Tech Charter School by authorizing the SCSC Chair to execute a five-year charter
contract for the operation of a state charter school.

C. Charter Renewal Recommendation: Northwest Classical
Academy

Vote Katie Manthey

SCSC staff recommend that the SCSC Board of Commissioners approve the renewal application
for Northwest Classical Academy by authorizing the SCSC Chair to execute a five-year charter
contract for the operation of a state charter school.

D. Charter Renewal Recommendation: SLAM Academy Vote Katie Manthey

SCSC staff recommend that the SCSC Board of Commissioners approve the renewal application
for SLAM Academy of Atlanta by authorizing the SCSC Chair to execute an abbreviated three-year
charter contract for the operation of a state charter school.

E. Charter Contract Amendment: Atlanta Heights Charter School Vote Erin Wright

SCSC staff recommend that the SCSC Board of Commissioners approve an amendment to the
charter contract of Atlanta Heights Charter School to expand the school’s attendance zone.

F. Charter Contract Amendment - Rocky Creek Charter
Academy

Vote Erin Wright

SCSC staff recommend that the SCSC Board of Commissioners approve an amendment to the
Rocky Creek Charter Academy charter contract to extend the contract term by one year.

G. Charter Surrender - Zest Preparatory Academy Vote Erin Wright

SCSC staff recommend that the SCSC Board of Commissioners accept Zest Preparatory Academy
Charter School’s request to terminate its charter contract effective June 30, 2026, in accordance
with State Charter Schools Commission Rule 691-2-.04(4).

H. FY25 Petition Denial Recommendation - Soar Discovery
Charter Academy

Vote Kristen Easterbrook

SCSC staff recommend that the SCSC Board of Commissioners deny the petition for Soar
Discovery Charter Academy.

V. Public Comment
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Purpose Presenter

VI. Closing Items

A. Adjourn Meeting Vote
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Coversheet

Approve Minutes

Section: I. Opening Items
Item: C. Approve Minutes
Purpose: Approve Minutes
Submitted by:
Related Material: Minutes for Rescheduled Board Meeting on December 10, 2025

2026_01_23_board_meeting_minutes.pdf
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State Charter Schools Commission of Georgia

Minutes

Rescheduled Board Meeting

Date and Time
Wednesday December 10, 2025 at 10:00 AM

Location
SCSC Board Room
1356B Twin Towers East,
2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE
Atlanta, GA 30334

Virtual Access Information
Meeting Link
Phone: +1 646 931 3860
Meeting ID: 844 2791 6648
Passcode: 965938

1356 Twin Towers East,
2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Directors Present
B. Brockway, B. Scafidi, C. Good, L. Millan (remote), M. Dudgeon, S. Sweeney

Directors Absent
T. Lowden
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I. Opening Items

M. Dudgeon called a meeting of the board of directors of State Charter Schools
Commission of Georgia to order on Wednesday Dec 10, 2025 at 10:06 AM.

Motion to approve the minutes from September Board Meeting on 09-24-25.
Approved by consent.
The board VOTED to approve the motion.

II. Governance Items

The commissioners approved the 2026 board meeting schedule by consent. Meetings will
occur on the following dates in 2026:

•Wednesday, February 25
•Wednesday, April 29
•Wednesday, June 24
•Wednesday, July 29
•Wednesday, September 30
•Wednesday, November 4*

*Moved to the first Wednesday due to the Thanksgiving holiday.

III. Rulemaking Action Items

S. Sweeney made a motion to Approve the staff recommendation as presented.
B. Scafidi seconded the motion.
The board VOTED to approve the motion.

B. Scafidi made a motion to approve the staff recommendation as presented.
C. Good seconded the motion.
The board VOTED to approve the motion.

Record AttendanceA.

Call the Meeting to OrderB.

Approve MinutesC.

2026 Regular Meeting CalendarA.

Staff Recommendation: Repeal SCSC Rules 691-3-.01 through 691-3-.05A.

Staff Recommendation: Adopt SCSC Rule 691-3-.01B.

Staff Recommendation: Amend SCSC Rule 691-2-.06C.
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C. Good made a motion to approved the staff recommendation as presented.
S. Sweeney seconded the motion.
The board VOTED to approve the motion.

B. Scafidi made a motion to table the action item indefinitely.
L. Millan seconded the motion.
Chairman Dudgeon recommended that we establish a working group comprising a
diverse range of stakeholders to further discuss this rule. Although the feedback was
thoughtful, Chairman Dudgeon and Commissioner Scafidi noted the need for more
information to support the rule.

Commissioner Millan agreed with the previous commissioner statements. She noted that
concerns appear when a board lacks the capacity to oversee the ESP.
The board VOTED to approve the motion.

IV. Policy Action Items

B. Scafidi made a motion to approve the motion as presented.
C. Good seconded the motion.
The board VOTED unanimously to approve the motion.

C. Good made a motion to approve the recommendation as presented.
B. Scafidi seconded the motion.
The Chairman mentioned that the definition of the emergency circumstances in the
previous operations grant was the subject of concern. Thus, clarification is helpful.
Commissioner Scafidi asked whether the SCSC had sought feedback on this policy. The
Senior Director of School Support & Outreach responded that, because this is a policy
rather than a rule change, there was no public comment period.

Chairman Good noted that this grant is not available more than once in a two-year time
span, without advance approval. She wants to ensure that schools understand this
component of the grant.
The board VOTED to approve the motion.

V. CSP SE Grant Action Items

S. Sweeney made a motion to approve the recommendation as presented.
B. Scafidi seconded the motion.

Staff Recommendation: Adopt SCSC Rule 691-2-.11, Education Service ProvidersD.

Staff Recommendation: Adopt Revised SCSC Governance Training PolicyA.

Staff Recommendation: Approve SCSC Emergency School Operations GrantB.

Staff Recommendation: Accept the Transfer of the FY2022 CSP State Entity GrantA.
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At Chairman Dudgeon's request, the Senior Director for School Support and Outreach
explained that the State Charter Schools Foundation had initially applied for the grant and
had been operating for the last few years. The State Charter Schools Foundation and
State Charter Schools Commission chose to transfer the grant to the State Charter
Schools Commission to consolidate processes and supports.

The application for the grant award was submitted this summer and was approved on
Friday, December 4, 2025. The staff is fully prepared to implement the grant at the
commission.

Chairman Dudgeon added that this transfer will enable efficiencies by eliminating
duplicated efforts and allow all state charter school stakeholders to work in the same
direction.

This transfer includes over $12.5 million of awards requested and awarded during the
transfer period. It will support tutoring and CTAE. An additional grant waiver request is
pending US. Ed. consideration. If approved, it will dramatically reduce administrative
costs for all entities.

Commissioners applauded the Senior Director for School Support & Outreach's efforts in
getting the grant approved.
The board VOTED unanimously to approve the motion.

B. Scafidi made a motion to approve the staff recommendation as presented.
S. Sweeney seconded the motion.

• Cherokee Classical Academy (Dr. James Keller, Director of Public Programs,
Grants, and Revenue) thanked the SCSC for the grant award. Noting that the
school is already open, with a waitlist of 450 students. The school has achieved
great community engagement through multiple events, including Curriculum Night.
It has purchased the building and plans to make updates to the campus in the
future.
• Academy for Innovation in Medicine (AIM) (Dr. Kristi Beam) will open July 29,

2026. She thanked the SCSC for enabling the school to open and serve its
community through access to CSP funds. The funds will ensure that students can
be equipped with what they need from day one.
• Christine Keck (Meliora School) expressed that she was honored to be granted this

award. She recognized the team that had supported her and the school during this
phase. She thanked the SCSC for believing in the school.
• Northwest Georgia Charter School (Cassie Potts, Co-Founder and Board

Secretary) thanked the SCSC for awarding the school the maximum amount
available to the school.

Staff Recommendation: Approve CSP SE Subgrant AwardsB.
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Chairman Dudgeon congratulated Tapestry on their award. He noted that we are
addressing needs that have long been identified.
The board VOTED to approve the motion.

This item was removed from the agenda for future discussion by the Chairman.

VI. Division Reports

All charter schools submitted their FY25 audits on time. Commissioner Dudgeon thanked
commissioners for getting tough on audit submissions. He noted that it appears to be
working. Vice Chairman Good celebrated all schools meeting the deadline, noting that
this has always been the expectation.

The Director of Research & Evaluation noted that we received CCRPI data a month
earlier than last year. The team has already calculated academic scores for renewal
schools; however, they are still awaiting the release of additional data from GaDOE.

The additional data is not expected to impact renewal considerations.

Renewal recommendations will be sent to schools on February 11. The Commission will
vote on these recommendations at the February SCSC meeting.

The Senior Director for the Office of Charter School Compliance (OCSC), Allen Mueller,
noted the efforts the SCSC has been making to streamline charter petition processes
statewide.

He noted that we have already streamlined the petition submission process. We have
now further streamlined the evaluation process by gaining SBOE approval for a Local
Charter Performance Framework (LCPF). The LCPF was made possible through intense
collaboration with the OCSC and staff across SCSC divisions, including Robert Watts
(New Schools) and Annie Chen (Finance).

Later this month, the OCSC will present additional recommendations to the State Board
of Education.

Commissioner Dudgeon expressed excitement about the movement on these items.

Staff Recommendation: Approve Amended SCSC FY26 Budget to Add CSP FundsC.

Finance DivisionA.

Research & EvaluationB.

Office of Charter School ComplianceC.
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VII. Charter Contract Action Items

B. Scafidi made a motion to approve motion as presented.
S. Sweeney seconded the motion.
The board VOTED to approve the motion.

C. Good made a motion to approve the recommendation as presented.
S. Sweeney seconded the motion.
Michele Flowers from Excelsior Village Academies thanked the SCSC for considering its
request. The expansion represents access to opportunities for families seeking this type
of education.
The board VOTED to approve the motion.

S. Sweeney made a motion to approve the recommendation as presented.
B. Brockway seconded the motion.
The board VOTED to approve the motion.

Motion to approve as presented.
Chairman Dudgeon inquired about the possibility of automating these types of
amendments. The General Counsel agreed to look into this inquiry.

The Vice Chair asked about the timing of these extensions. The Director of New Schools
noted that these schools were part of the pre-opening cohort in which the SCSC initiated
its enrollment verification process.

As a result of the enrollment verification process, several start-up schools deferred their
opening due to concerns about low enrollment.
The board VOTED to approve the motion.

VIII. Executive Director Comments

The Executive Director recognized two staff promotions:

Movement School Athens: Charter SurrenderA.

Excelsior Village Academies: Attendance Zone ExpansionB.

Spring Creek Charter School: Enrollment Limit Increase & Non-Profit EntityC.

Liberation Academy, Miles Ahead Charter School, PEACE Academy and ZEST
Preparatory Academy: Extend Charter Term (1-Year Deferral)

D.

SCSC StaffA.
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• Molly Gassman was promoted from School Support & Outreach Specialist to
School Support & Outreach Manager.
• Guin Jones was promoted from Petitions Coordinator to Petitions Specialist.

The Executive Director thanked Annie Chen and Molly Gassman for their continued work
on the Charter School Program (CSP) grant.

IX. Closing Items

There being no further business to be transacted, and upon motion duly made, seconded
and approved, the meeting was adjourned at 11:05 AM.

Respectfully Submitted,
M. Dudgeon

Adjourn MeetingA.
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State Charter Schools Commission of Georgia

Minutes

SCSC Board Meeting

Winter Policy Retreat

Date and Time
Friday January 23, 2026 at 9:00 AM

Location
Technical College System of Georgia
1800 Century Place NE, Suite 400
Atlanta, GA 30345

1356 Twin Towers East,
2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Directors Present
B. Brockway, B. Scafidi (remote), C. Good, L. Millan (remote), M. Dudgeon, S. Sweeney, T.
Lowden (remote)

Directors Absent
None

I. Opening Items

Record AttendanceA.
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M. Dudgeon called a meeting of the board of directors of State Charter Schools
Commission of Georgia to order on Friday Jan 23, 2026 at 9:12 AM.

II. Review Renewal Criteria

The Director of Research and Evaluation provided an overview of the SCSC renewal
criteria.

The Director of Research & Evaluation provided an overview of the SCSC renewal
values.

III. School Performance & Recommendations

The Director of Research & Evaluation presented information on the charter school's
performance and discussed staff's preliminary recommendations.

The Director of Research & Evaluation presented information on the charter school's
performance and discussed staff's preliminary recommendations.

The Director of Research & Evaluation presented information on the charter school's
performance and discussed staff's preliminary recommendations.

The Director of Research & Evaluation presented information on the charter school's
performance and discussed staff's preliminary recommendations.

IV. School Updates

The Executive Director, Director of New Schools, and Director of Research &
Accountability responded to commissioner questions about the operating status of
various state charter schools and discussed next steps.

V. Review - Approved Petition Rubric

Call the Meeting to OrderB.

Renewal CriteriaA.

Review Renewal Values, Process, and TimelineB.

Atlanta SMART AcademyA.

Liberty Tech Charter SchoolB.

Northwest Classical AcademyC.

SLAM Academy of AtlantaD.

Staff ReportA.
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The Director of New Schools and the Senior Director of the Office of Charter School
Compliance (OCSC) reviewed the statewide petition rubric with the commissioners and
addressed their questions.

VI. Budget Tracking Update

The Deputy Executive Director and Senior Director of Finance presented the SCSC
internal budget-tracking spreadsheet and answered questions.

VII. Closing Items

There being no further business to be transacted, and upon motion duly made, seconded
and approved, the meeting was adjourned at 1:00 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
M. Dudgeon

Staff ReportA.

Staff ReportA.

Adjourn MeetingA.
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Coversheet

School Closure Grant Application

Section: III. State Charter Schools Commission - Action Items
Item: A. School Closure Grant Application
Purpose: Vote
Submitted by:
Related Material: Board Action Item- Closure Grant.pdf
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State Charter Schools Commission of Georgia 

February 25, 2026, Board Meeting 

1356 Twin Towers East, 2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE, Atlanta, GA 30334 

 

Board Action Item | Staff Recommendation 
 

Item Summary 
Approve the SCSC Closure Support Grant as presented. 
 

 

Recommendation 
SCSC staff recommends that the SCSC Board of Commissioners approve the SCSC Closure Support 
Grant as presented (SCSC Rule 691-3-.01). 

 

Rationale 
The SCSC Closure Support Grant provides the SCSC an opportunity to offer financial support to state 
charter schools that have surrendered their charter contract or whose charter contract has been 
terminated by the SCSC Board of Commissioners to continue operations, services for students, or 
other essential services as identified by the SCSC staff or Board of Commissioners through the end of 
a school year or other time period determined by the SCSC to minimize harm to students. The 
description and application provide clear eligibility and scoring criteria for consideration of any grant 
award.   

 

Strategic Plan Alignment 
Objective: Disseminate research and guidance to all stakeholders on best practices in charter 
schooling. 

 

 

 

 

 























Coversheet

SCSC Budget Amendment - Add FY26 CSP Budget

Section: III. State Charter Schools Commission - Action Items
Item: B. SCSC Budget Amendment - Add FY26 CSP Budget
Purpose: Vote
Submitted by:
Related Material: Board Action Item - Amended FY26 Budget Rec- CSP.pdf
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Coversheet

Charter Renewal Recommendation: Atlanta SMART Academy

Section: IV. SCSC Schools - Action Items
Item: A. Charter Renewal Recommendation: Atlanta SMART Academy
Purpose: Vote
Submitted by:
Related Material: ATL SMART Renewal Rec 2026.pdf
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Coversheet

Charter Renewal Recommendation: Liberty Tech Charter School

Section: IV. SCSC Schools - Action Items
Item: B. Charter Renewal Recommendation: Liberty Tech Charter School
Purpose: Vote
Submitted by:
Related Material: Liberty Tech Renewal Rec 2026.pdf
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Coversheet

Charter Renewal Recommendation: Northwest Classical Academy

Section: IV. SCSC Schools - Action Items
Item: C. Charter Renewal Recommendation: Northwest Classical Academy
Purpose: Vote
Submitted by:
Related Material: Northwest Classical Renewal Rec 2026.pdf
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Coversheet

Charter Renewal Recommendation: SLAM Academy

Section: IV. SCSC Schools - Action Items
Item: D. Charter Renewal Recommendation: SLAM Academy
Purpose: Vote
Submitted by:
Related Material: SLAM Renewal Rec 2026.pdf
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Coversheet

Charter Contract Amendment: Atlanta Heights Charter School

Section: IV. SCSC Schools - Action Items
Item: E. Charter Contract Amendment: Atlanta Heights Charter School
Purpose: Vote
Submitted by:
Related Material: Board Action Item- AHCS Amendment.attendance zone.pdf
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State Charter Schools Commission of Georgia 
February 25, 2026, Board Meeting 

1356 Twin Towers East, 2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE, Atlanta, GA 30334 

 

Board Action Item | Staff Recommendation 
 

Item Summary 
Charter Amendment – Atlanta Heights Charter School (Attendance Zone) 

 

Recommendation 
SCSC staff recommend that the SCSC Board of Commissioners approve an amendment to the charter 
contract of Atlanta Heights Charter School to expand the school’s attendance zone. 
 

 

Rationale 
Atlanta Heights Charter School is requesting to amend its attendance zone to add Fulton County 
School District, Cobb County School District, and Clayton County School District. The school has seen 
an increased demand for enrollment from families in these school districts and would like to 
enhance school choice in the communities. 
 

 

Strategic Plan Alignment 
Improve public education throughout the State by authorizing high-quality charter schools that 
provide students with better educational opportunities than they would otherwise receive in 
traditional district schools.  

 

 

 

 

 



Coversheet

Charter Contract Amendment - Rocky Creek Charter Academy

Section: IV. SCSC Schools - Action Items
Item: F. Charter Contract Amendment - Rocky Creek Charter Academy
Purpose: Vote
Submitted by:
Related Material: Board Action Item- RCCA Amendment.1yr extension.pdf
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State Charter Schools Commission of Georgia 
February 25, 2026, Board Meeting 

1356 Twin Towers East, 2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE, Atlanta, GA 30334 

 

Board Action Item | Staff Recommendation 
 

Item Summary 
Charter Amendment – Rocky Creek Charter Academy (contract extension) 
 

 

Recommendation 
SCSC staff recommend that the SCSC Board of Commissioners approve an amendment to the Rocky 
Creek Charter Academy charter contract to extend the contract term by one year. 
 

 

Rationale 
Hephzibah Charter Foundation, Inc., the non-profit board that holds the charter contract for Rocky 
Creek Charter Academy, is requesting to extend the school’s charter contract term by one year. The 
school was initially scheduled to open in the Fall of 2023 but deferred its opening by one year. As 
such, the school’s current charter contract term only allows the school four operational years until it 
is up for renewal. To allow adequate performance data for renewal consideration, SCSC staff 
recommend extending the charter contract term by one year. 

 

Strategic Plan Alignment 
Improve public education throughout the State by authorizing high-quality charter schools that 
provide students with better educational opportunities than they would otherwise receive in 
traditional district schools.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Coversheet

Charter Surrender - Zest Preparatory Academy

Section: IV. SCSC Schools - Action Items
Item: G. Charter Surrender - Zest Preparatory Academy
Purpose: Vote
Submitted by:
Related Material: Board Action Item- Zest Prep Charter Surrender.pdf
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State Charter Schools Commission of Georgia 
February 25, 2026, Board Meeting 

1356 Twin Towers East, 2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive SE, Atlanta, GA 30334 

 

Board Action Item | Staff Recommendation 
 

Item Summary 
Charter Surrender – Zest Preparatory Academy Charter School 
 

 

Recommendation 
In accordance with State Charter Schools Commission Rule 691-2-.04(4), the SCSC staff recommends 
that the State Charter Schools Commission accept Zest Preparatory Academy Charter School’s 
request to terminate its charter contract effective June 30, 2026. 

 

Rationale 
On April 28, 2021, the SCSC approved a petition for the operation of Zest Preparatory Academy 
Charter School as a state charter school. Unfortunately, after careful review of its sustainability and 
long-term viability, the board for Zest Preparatory Academy requests that the SCSC accept its 
request for termination. If approved by the SCSC board, the school’s charter contract will terminate 
effective June 30, 2026. 
 

 

Strategic Plan Alignment 
Improve public education throughout the State by authorizing high-quality charter schools that 
provide students with better educational opportunities than they would otherwise receive in 
traditional district schools. 
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