PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Board Policy: Wireless Communication Device Use

Policy Number: 100
Effective Date: July 1, 2025

Approved On: [Insert Approval Date]

1. Purpose
To maintain an engaging and distraction-free learning environment, this policy aligns with the amended
Tennessee Code Annotated Title 49, Public Chapter 103, regulating student use of wireless
communication devices during instructional time. The policy emphasizes equitable enforcement,
proactive family engagement, and positive student development.

2. Definitions
Wireless Communication Devices include but are not limited to:

Cell phones (including smartphones)
Smartwatches used for communication
Tablets

Personal laptops (when not school-issued)
Gaming devices

3. Policy Guidelines
A. Prohibited Use During Instructional Time
a. Students are prohibited from using personal wireless communication devices during school
hours unless an exception is granted by the Principal or their designee.
B. Permitted Exceptions
a. Use may be permitted under the following conditions:
i.  Teacher-directed academic use
i. Personal health needs (e.g., managing diabetes)
iii. As specified in a student’s:
- Individualized Education Program (IEP)
- Section 504 Plan
- Individual Learning Plan (ILP)
- Assistive technology accommodation
C. Storage Requirements
a. Students must power off and securely store devices in backpacks, lockers, or designated
locations during school hours unless permitted for an approved exception.

D. Communication Protocols
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a. Students needing to contact family during school hours must go through the school office.
Families should contact the main office rather than reaching out directly to student devices.

4. Discipline and Student Support
KIPP Memphis approaches discipline with consistency, dignity, and student development in mind.
Repeated device violations are seen as learning opportunities.

Offense | Consequence

1st Verbal reminder; device returned at end of class

2nd Confiscation for the day; parent/guardian notified

3rd Family conference; device held for parent pickup; loss of tech privileges

Ongoing/Severe | Behavior plan or contract; possible restorative practice assignment

Restorative Options May Include:
- Reflection worksheet

- Mediation with teacher or dean
- Restorative conference

Additional consequences as outlined in the Student Handbook found on the KIPP Memphis website
may be put in place for students who refuse to relinquish their device when requested.

5. Positive Reinforcement
Classrooms that demonstrate consistent responsible tech behavior may earn incentives or recognition.
Teachers are encouraged to model and highlight positive digital citizenship.

6. Roles & Responsibilities
Teachers & Staff:

° Consistently enforce the policy
° Use de-escalation strategies when addressing violations
° Log repeated infractions using the school’s discipline tracking tool

Administrators:

° Ensure fair implementation across classrooms

° Monitor patterns to ensure no group is disproportionately impacted
° Provide support and training to staff

Students:
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° Follow expectations
° Ask for clarification when unsure
° Use technology responsibly and for learning when allowed

7. Review Cycle
This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure it remains relevant, equitable, and effective.
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