Pataula Charter Academy and
Spring Creek Charter Academy
Cell Phone/Electronic Devices Policy

Purpose: The purpose of this policy is to abide by the Georgia “Distraction-Free Education
Act” related to the use of cell phones and other personal electronic devices during school hours.

Definitions:

1.

‘Access' means viewing, holding, wearing, or otherwise using a device for the purpose
of communication, internet access, gaming, recording, listening to music, or any other
function commonly associated with personal electronic devices.

'Bell-to-bell* means the period beginning with the first bell signaling the start of
instructional time and ending with the final bell signaling the conclusion of the school
day and shall include all scheduled instructional time, breaks, transitions, assemblies,
and other school related activities occurring between the start and end of the school day.
‘Distraction-free education® means a learning environment where access to personal
electronic devices is restricted to minimize distractions, improve academic outcomes,
and increase meaningful interactions and focused learning experiences.

'Personal electronic device' means any portable electronic device capable of
transmitting, receiving, or accessing communications, data, or media. Such term
includes, but is not limited to, smartphones, smartwatches, tablets, e-readers,
headphones, and other devices with functionalities such as wireless communication,
internet access, messaging, video recording, gaming, social media access, or data
transmission.

'School day' means the bell-to-bell period for students receiving instruction on a school
campus. Such term shall not apply to students receiving virtual or remote instruction
away from a school campus.

'School equipment’ means any computer or computer networking equipment,
technology or technology related device or service, or communication system or service
that is operated, owned, leased, and made available to students by a local board of
education, local school system, or public school and that is used for transmitting,
receiving, or accessing communications, data, or media.

Policy Statements:

1.

2.

Students are prohibited to access personal electronic devices during school hours while
on school campus.

The teacher/coach in charge of a school-sponsored off-campus event/activity may allow
electronic device use, upon his/her discretion, during non-instructional times. The
teacher/coach must make the expectation clear at the beginning of the event/activity.

It is recommended that personal electronic devices not be brought into the school
building at all, but if they are they should be stored in a locker, purse, backpack, or secure
location in the classroom. They may not be kept on the student’s person (in hand, in
pockets, etc.) or be visible.

All communication between parents and students during the school day will go through
the front-office. The school will communicate with parents directly in the event of an
emergency, and parents may contact the school directly if they need to communicate with
their child.

Students found in violation of the policies and procedures set forth in this policy and the
Student Handbook will be subject to progressive consequences in accordance with the
Code of Conduct.



6. A student whose IEP, 504 Plan, or medical plan explicitly mandates the use of personal
electronic device for medical or educational purposes shall be permitted to access the
device as necessary to fulfill the requirements of the respective program or plan.

7. The Principal, or designee, is responsible for appropriate monitoring and enforcement
mechanisms to ensure compliance with this policy and related procedures, as well as
reviewing the effectiveness of the policy/procedures to adjust as necessary to ensure its
continued alignment with educational goals and student well-being.

8. Parents, guardians, and students will be informed of this policy and related procedures
through the Student/Parent Handbook, which included the Code of Conduct, and on the
school website.

9. Nothing in this policy shall be construed or applied to prohibit or limit the use of school
issued technology used for educational purposes.
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